
 

Autumn Term 2017  

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 

It has been another busy term for us all and I would like to say a huge thank you to parents and 

carers for their support and encouragement and to the students for their commitment and hard 

work. 

 

Not a week goes by that we are not as a school celebrating the successes of our students, 

whether these successes be in the classroom, playing an instrument, on the sporting field or     

taking part in community and charity events.   

 

The student council are growing in confidence and strength and have been exceptional         

ambassadors for the School during recent interviews for new teaching staff and also day to day 

in School. Their hard work and commitment to John Port was clear to see at the Christmas fair this 

week. The fair was organised by the council under the tenacious leadership of Miss Gration and 

we hope it will be repeated next year as it proved to be a great opportunity to raise funds and 

build our relationship with the local community. 

 

The students have been out and about this term with visits to Melle, London, the Peak District and 

Ingrestre Hall as well as a trip to Birmingham for the Skills Show. There are many more                  

opportunities for students to travel in the coming months.  

 

The Year 11 and Year 13 students have completed their first PPE examinations this term and are 

focussing on areas to improve to ensure they can reach their target grades. Their attitude and 

commitment was outstanding throughout the examination period.  

 

There will be news to follow in the New Year regarding any changes when we officially become 

part of the Spencer Academy Trust.  I would like to reassure parents that we do not intend to 

make any changes to the current uniform for existing students and changes to the badge will be 

on renewal of uniform basis. I would however like to pre-warn parents that the girl’s school skirt 

will be a pleated skirt from September 2018 due to issues with short inappropriate straight skirts, 

however girls can continue to wear trousers.  

 

On behalf of everyone at John Port School, I wish you and your family a very Happy Christmas 

and all good wishes for the New Year. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

 

 

 

Mrs K Squire 

Headteacher 



  

 Tuesday 19th December - 2.00 pm Finish 
Tuesday 19th December is the last day of this term, and school will finish 

early at 2pm. School bus services will arrive early to collect students who 

normally travel by bus. 

If you are unable to collect your child or have no provision for them at 

home, please let the school office know by Thursday 14th December so 

that provision can be arranged for your child to stay in school until 

3.25pm. If your child does stay in school until 3.25pm however, please be 

aware that there will be no school bus transport available at the end of 

the day. 

   Bah Humbug! 

On Tuesday 14th November Year 10 students were treated to a festive    

performance of Charles Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’ performed by The 

Manchester Actors Company. As students are studying this novella for 

the GCSE English Literature exam, it was fantastic to see the characters 

brought to life in C Hall and helped Year 10 to revise the classic story of 

Scrooge; a miser who despises Christmas but through the visitations of 

three ghosts, he is shown the true meaning of Christmas.  

Percy the talking bin has now arrived 

in school. He was bought with the 

profits from the sale of our school 

calendars.  

Students wanted to buy something 

that would make a noticeable      

impact on the school environment. 

Percy lives in Ashbourne Hall to help 

with break and lunch time litter. 

Percy Has Arrived! 

This term we have held a year 9 

Cooking Club, as students are 

not taught Food Technology in 

Year 9. 

Students opt to do the club,    

currently held on a Monday and 

Tuesday evening, 3.30pm – 5pm, 

and simply cook, nothing else! 

Those who have chosen to       

attend have made cheese-

cakes, sausage plaits and other 

delicious items of food. The      

atmosphere is relaxed and       

enjoyed by all who attend. 

There will be another opportunity for those who have not 

yet attended in January. Listen out for notices from your  

tutor. 

Thanks go to those who have 

attended this term and made 

the afterschool sessions so     

enjoyable. 
 

Mrs Lewis and Mrs Monaghan 

Year 9 Cooking Club 



 

 Focus on a Student - Alex Hindmarsh - Racing Training at Aintree 
Training Day 

The Pony Racing Authority and the Pony Club organised a racing training day 

at Aintree over the half term holiday.  There were 27 children who went to the 

training day so they could race in point to point races. We were given       

tabards with a number and our name on.  We were split into 3 groups and 

told which of the 3 activities that we were doing first.  My group got fitness 

training first.  

Fitness training 

First we went into one of the riding schools where there was a variety of 

equipment which included balance boards ,ropes and small jumps. We did a 

variety of fitness exercises over the 45 minutes. 

My favourite of the exercises was the balance boards which we used to test 

our balance while in  racing position then, while still in racing position, one of 

us was given a ball to throw around.  

Equisisor training 

An equisisor is used to get your racing position correct and improve your     

fitness at the same time.  We mainly used it to learn how to bridge our reins as 

well as learning how to race and what to do when you’re racing. 

 

Riding training and assessment 

This was done in the main arena at Aintree Equestrian  

Centre.  First we rode in a circle to test how well we can 

control our ponies then we cantered around the school in 

racing position to see if we could control our ponies at a 

higher speed, while in racing position.  We were put into 

pairs and given a route we had to remember then, in our 

pairs, we cantered and trotted around the route. We were 

then told if we could go onto the gallops.  

Gallops 

At last we went onto the famous racetrack where the Grand National is held.  We stayed in the pairs 

that we were put into on the riding training and were told to try and stay  together. Before I went 

someone fell off halfway down the track; fortunately they 

were ok, but I still really wanted to gallop on the track 

and when my turn finally came it was amazingly fun! 

Finally 

After we had waited for a while we were called over and 

given our results and I found out that I had passed the  

assessment so now I can race in point to point pony races 

with Rupert! And I certainly will be doing more racing.                                                                      

                                During Friday 10th November, students             

       held a two-minute silence as a mark 

       of  respect for all those who lost their 

       lives during the world wars.  

 

       Adam Ryalls in Year 9 and Sam        

       Auterson in Year 8 played the last post 

       alongside Mr Harron, which was heard 

       around the school site at the start and 

       end of the silence.  

 

Students also sold poppies to raise money for the Royal 

British Legion. 

A Mark of Respect 



 

 It was uncharacteristically quiet in John Port School’s Sixth 

Form on Thursday 16th November 2017. That is because over 

200 students arrived at school at 7.00am and went on the  

annual ‘Cultural’ visit to the capital city. Staff and students in 

the Sixth Form are keen to get the most of their ‘Enrichment Days’ and what could be more enriching 

than a visit to London. The students had a huge range of options to chose from, including trips to the 

British Museum, Science Museum, Imperial War         

Museum, Natural History Museum and a walking tour 

taking in the sights of St Paul’s Cathedral, Covent    

Garden, Leicester Square, Piccadilly Circus, St James’ 

Palace, Buckingham Palace, Westminster, Downing 

Street, and Trafalgar Square.  

 

Taking over 200 students to the different locations on 

one day required a huge amount of preparation, but it 

is all worth it when you see  how much the students get 

out of visiting the different places. As a Sixth Form we 

want to utilise the phenomenal teaching and   learning 

resource and show the students that learning is not just 

confined to the four walls surrounding the classroom. 

The whole trip successfully concluded with all students 

returning to Etwall by 9.00pm making it a long, but    

extremely rewarding day for both staff and students.  

 

Sixth Form - Cultural Trip  

Destination London 

 

 

Thursday 16th November was an Enrichment day at John Port School. During Enrichment days the 

students engage in different activities to support the extended curriculum. Year 7 students worked 

on Personal Health and Development. This included CPR sessions led by first aid instructors from St 

John Ambulance and East Midlands Ambulance services. Students in Year 8 spent the day looking 

at Democracy and the Law. Year 9 spent the day researching Careers and Options. This was      

supported by outside speakers from a range of careers and industries. Year 10 students went to the 

NEC in Birmingham for the Skills Show. Students in Year 11 had the opportunity to work in their option 

subjects with many of the Geography students completing a fieldtrip. Finally the sixth form visited 

London on a culture trip visiting the many museums on offer.   

Parents’ Response 
 

“My son had very positive things to 

say about the activities for his     

chosen options, which are history 

and statistics. He said both were 

very useful.  
 

He does not normally mention     

Enrichment Day at all, so the 

school has really got it right        

today!” 

 

“I'm not sure who to address this to 

but please pass on my thanks as a 

grateful parent. I have a child in 

Year 7 and in Year 10. They have 

both come home today from    

Enrichment Day inspired and   

buzzing about the activities they 

have been involved in. Thank you 

for planning these amazing       

opportunities for my children.” 

2017 Year 7s ‘Becoming JPS Teen Aiders’  
 

All Year 7s successfully 

joined our British Heart 

Foundation ‘Fight for 
E v e ry  H e a r t b e a t ’    

c a m p a i g n  o n            

Enrichment Day - 16   

November 2017, using 

CPR training manikins 

k i n d l y  p r o v i d e d 

through the BHF trust 

fund.  
 

A big thank you to 

EMAS volunteers and St 

John Ambulance. 
 

Yr 7s will be awarded 

BHF Certificates for    

attending CPR skills training and joining a nation of lifesavers.  
 

It is my intention that every student at JohnPort School gets 

the opportunity to learn life saving skills.                     Mr Jeffrey 

Enrichment Day 2         



 

16th November 2017 
The day for Year 7 involved 5 lessons, all on the theme of health and well-being. St John Ambulance 

and East Midlands Ambulance came in to demonstrate CPR to all the year group and this was a very 

hands on experience using ressusi-annies. The group also discussed other topics such as the concerns 

around  sexting and what the implications of this are, smoking in terms of health and finances and 

individual hygiene. Finally another practical lesson was provided by Mrs Monaghan who prepared a 

food lesson comparing natural foods to sugar laden ones. 
 

The Year 8 day was based on Governance and Rule. The year 8s had a fantastic experience     

meeting a magistrate who came and explained the role and also held a mock trial, where both Mrs 

Kniveton and Mrs Donald-Godfrey were in trouble for stealing. The students also met a lady who 

worked for an MP and learnt all about the life of an MP and their role in our democracy. The students 

also looked at the role of their very own school based “MPs” the student council and what their role 

was in school. Finally, as it was also Anti-bullying week “Year 8 against hate”. The students were also 

treated to a performance by the band Austinn from Luxembourg who talked to them about      

cyberbullying, why it was serious, how they can report it and why they shouldn’t get involved in it 

themselves.  
 

Year 9 covered Careers and Options in partnership with Careers Torch. This was the first time we were 

able to bring a Careers Fair into school which allowed students the opportunity to engage with     

providers. This was great and the feedback from everyone was excellent. Other Careers Torch       

sessions delivered by JPS Staff included Employability, Post 16 Options and Learning Styles. 
 

Year 10 students had the opportunity to visit the Skills show at the NEC in Birmingham for their second 

Enrichment Day of the year. Students explored post 16 pathways and spoke to employers and       

colleges about what courses and job prospects were available to them. Students behaviour was   

exemplary whilst representing the school on the trip. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 11 students had the opportunity during Enrichment Day to invest time in their option subjects. 

Some of the students went out to complete a geography field trip, others had the opportunity to 

complete a Food examination. Art and textile also ran a full day assessment. The use of enrichment 

days has given valuable additional learning hours to ensure all Year 11 students have every             

opportunity to excel in their subjects and achieve their potential in the summer of 2018. The year 

group were also offered the opportunity to visit a careers fair during lunch time. 

 



 

Year 7 students have started their John Port experience 

by getting involved in a whole host of different activities in 

the term that they have been here. One of the earliest 

activities they got involved with was the Year 5 and 6 

Open Evening. This is when all prospective parents and 

students for the following year come and have a look 

around the site to see if it is the right place for them to be 

educated?  I asked for volunteers from Year 7 to show 

parents around and answer any questions that they had. 

The response was unprecedented when 70 students from 

Year 7 volunteered. What a great way to start the year. 
 

Enrichment Day 1 saw all the students looking at a variety 

of anti-bullying techniques as well as experiencing what 

multicultural Britain has to offer. Each form travelled from 

classroom to classroom learning different facts about    

different countries whilst sampling foods of that area. The 

chocolates from Belgium went down particularly well! 
 

Just before half term the students saw a great               

performance from a theatre company entitled ‘Deadly 

Distractions’. This covered the dangers of being             

distracted when close to the roads – it was particularly 

well timed what with the nights drawing in. Not long     

after we all enjoyed a STEM (Science, technology,         

engineering and maths) workshop from BAE systems. The 

highlights from that was certainly the drone flying in 

Chatsworth Hall and the incredibly cute voice controlled 

interactive robot. 

 

All forms have been involved in the Year 7 inter-form football which 

has been very popular at lunchtimes on the astro-turf. It is also been 

particularly pleasing to see so many students of all abilities getting   

involved and having plenty of fun. The support from their classmates 

has been great too.  

 

50 Year 7 students went away for the weekend to the Whitehall       

activity centre in the Peak District near Matlock. They all had a great 

time trying activities such as canoeing, climbing, rock scrambling, 

mountain biking, night hikes as well as zip wires, ropes courses and the 

‘Leap of faith’. Mrs Thomas, Miss Hislop, Miss Hardy and myself           

accompanied the group and we too had a great time. 

 

Recently, Enrichment Day 2 had a theme of ‘Health and Wellbeing’, in 

which students covered such diverse topics of smoking, eating    

healthily, personal hygiene, sexting and how to do CPR. St John      

Ambulance and East Midlands Ambulance Service both came in and 

delivered excellent workshops to the students on how to perform CPR. Many thanks to Mr Jeffries for 

organising this experience.  The taste tests involved in the healthy eating lesson went down             

particularly well with most students, thanks to Mrs Monaghan’s organisation.  

 

Finally what was particularly pleasing to see were the winners of the Year 7 competition to attain the 

most ‘A’ points for performing over and above expectations in class work and for homework.  The joint 

winners in first place, each receiving a £20 voucher were Cameron Bell and Elizabeth Watson. The 

runners up who all received a £5 voucher were Naomi Parker, Amy Jones,  Jacob Hampshire, Livi 

Walker, Rosie Treanor, Lucy Thompson, Charlotte Perry, Bronwen Payne, Jaydan Davidson, Emma 

Mcvicar, Lori Astley, Maisie Trueman and Lucia Vazquez-Perez.                                Mr Stephenson

 

Year 7 Hit the Ground Running 



 

 

 

Congratulations to 63 of my ex Year 

11 students (current Year 12) for     

participating in the NCS programme 

and contributing to the school being 

awarded Silver Champion status 

2016/2017. I had the pleasure of     

attending an awards ceremony to 

collect the certificate. The organisers 

and external providers could not 

speak highly enough of our students 

and their contribution to the         

community projects. I wish you all the 

very best during KS5.        Mrs Lowndes 

 

Well done to our top 5 Achievement Point leaders in each 

year group: 

Silver Champions Top Achievers 

Year 7 

 

Cameron Bell 

Elizabeth Watson 

Rosie Treanor 

Livi Walker 

Jacob Hampshire 

Year 8 

 

Heidi Samson 

Victoria Mccoll 

Aeryn Oakton 

Phoebe Sharp 

Ethan Schoonderwoerd 

Year 11 

 

Chloe Boardman 

Mia Renshaw 

Millie Lathwell 

Millie Sisson 

Hamnah Aziz 

Kacey Deakin  

(joint 5th) 

Year 9 

 

Rowan Bates 

Connie Locker 

Jacob Sadler 

Sydney Coxon 

Lucy McIntosh 

Joshua Eaton  

(joint 5th) 

 

Year 10 

 

Imogen Perry 

Sasha Bell 

Lucy Bell 

Olivia Hicklin 

Jasmine Mach 

Haydn Fewkes  

(joint 5th) 

The pharmacist from     

Etwall Pharmacy came in 

to school to talk to Health 

and Social Care students 

a b ou t  b ar r ie r s  to       

Communication in Health 

and Social care. 

Pharmacist Talk  Our Own 
World Champion 

Congratulations to Mrs 

Eedy who won the Masters 

World Championships    

Cyclocross – she has a 

gold medal and jersey – 

an amazing achievement, 

well done Mrs Eedy.  



 Sixth Form Fund Raising 
John Port Sixth Form has 

raised more than four 

thousand pounds for this 

year’s BBC ‘Children in 

Need’ Appeal. 

Head of Sixth Form, Gary 

Allt together with a    

number of the schools 

Sixth Form ambassadors, 

organised their fifth      

annual sat-a-wake night 

at the school. 93 students 

and 10 staff supported 

the event raising the 

much-needed funds. The 

night’s entertainment included, playing table tennis, dancing competitions, watching films,    

playing musical instruments, and playing numerous games to while away the long hours.  

The amount raised shows what a fantastic cause we are all supporting, and it makes the students 

realise how fortunate so many of us are. It provides the students with the opportunity to put  

something back into the community, and provide a contribution that will help so many young 

people in Derbyshire. 

This is the fifth year the event has been organised by the Sixth Form and has raised an amazing 

£31,600 in this time. 

 

Football is always a good way to bring students and staff 

together, which is why it is always a favourite event for the 

staff to play the Sixth Form team to raise money for Children 

In Need.  

 

Whilst this game was very similar to the previous games 

played for Children In Need, with all staff and students 

showing great sportsmanship, whilst at the same time being 

very competitive, there was something that was very       

different with this game……..the result. The sixth formers 

played very well and rotated lots of players to  ensure    

everyone who wanted to play did play, but the staff also 

played well and managed to win 2-1 in their first ever win 

over the Sixth Form team, hopefully the first of many to 

come! 

 

It was a great occasion which was 

played in the right spirit and show-

cased how amazing this school is. A 

star mention goes to Jake Waldie and 

Rob Sellors in the Sixth Form for           

organising the great event and          

encouraging lots of spectators to       

donate money to come and watch. 

Staff v Sixth Form Charity Football 



 
National Anti-bullying week 2017 took place between the 13th 

and 17th November. The theme for this year was ‘All Different, 

All Equal’. The aims we had for all students were: 

• To empower all young people to celebrate what makes         

 them, and others, unique. 

• To help young people understand  how important it is that 

 every child feels valued and included in school, able to 

 be themselves, without fear of bullying. 

• To reiterate that John Port school has a zero-tolerance 

 policy on bullying. 

For this week we collapsed the registration activities to get the whole form working together to      

produce a form booklet that looked at how we can all celebrate the differences in all of us. Some of 

the areas that were looked at were: 

Different ethnicities  Hair colour 

Sexuality    Boys and girls 

Religions    Size and height 

We then judged each form’s ‘All different, All equal booklet’ and managed to choose a winner in 

each year (2 in some cases where they were too hard to split!). The competition was amazing but we 

did manage to find our ultimate winners. Congratulations and a small prize for the form go to: 
 

 

National Anti-bullying week  

7P (Athena) and 7J (Fortuna)  8S (Artemis)  9O (Apollo) and 9P (Mercury)   

10H (Artemis) and 10S (Vulcan)  11C (Artemis) 

 
We have had an excellent start to the academic year. The Year 

Team are incredibly proud of the students effort in and around    

lessons and their attitudes to their studies. As we write, we are     

looking forward to receiving the first of four Progress Checks of the 

year which will give a clear indication of how well our students 

have settled into the year academically from all subjects.  
 

Our second Enrichment Day visiting the Skills Show at the NEC was a 

great success with many students speaking to companies about 

possible pathways following their GCSE results in the summer of 

2019.  
 

On Wednesday evening, we saw a number of our students perform 

their Drama Monologue pieces in front of parents. Their confidence 

and professionalism shows just how far our students have come 

since KS3, a credit to themselves and the Drama department. 
 

Mr Bottrill & Mrs Pemberton – Year 10 

Year 10 News 

 
On Sunday 10th December four of our year 8 girls represented John Port in the 

East Midlands Regional Schools Trampolining Championships.  After battling with 

the snow to get to Loughborough, they competed against older and more              

experienced athletes and did themselves and us proud. 
 

Results out of 33: 
 

Lily Edwards – 9th   Holly Haynes – 21st 

Ellen Cowie – 20th   Mackenzie Holland – 25th 

British Gymnastics Trampolining Championships 



 

 

Mrs Dare arranged a raffle for Children in 

Need and raised the fantastic amount of 

£106.00. 
 

The winner was Fraser Mitchell in 11S.   
 

Thank you to everyone who bought a    

ticket. 

Pudsey Raffle  

Health and Social Care groups have had some 

interesting visitors recently. Laura Bennett from 

Sight Support Derbyshire came to talk to students 

about visual impairments. 
 
 

We heard about lots of different ways to support 

blind or visually impaired people, and tried out 

some of the technology developed to help      

people to be independent.  

 

Sight Support Derbyshire 

John Port School Band - 41st Melle Exchange 
38 students from the John Port 

School Senior Band have been to 

Germany for a week on the school's 

41st Melle exchange. 
 

As well as having the opportunity to 

practice their language skills, staying 

with a host family for a week, and 

taking part in various cultural         

excursions, the John Port School    

students performed in three concerts 

in Neuenkirchen, Melle and Buer. 
 

This fantastic opportunity has been 

running since 1976. Have you taken 

part in any of the previous               

exchanges?  

 

Please share your memories with us 

by emailing: 

admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk, 

or by writing to John Port School 

(please send your Melle memories 

for the attention of our school    

newsletter). 
 

In 2018 we will be welcoming the 

Melle students back to Etwall. Any 

student at grade three standard or 

above is welcome to join the band 

and they will be invited to take part 

in future Melle exchanges. 
 

Mr Harron 



 
The Expressive Arts Faculty have just returned 

from their 12th Annual Ingestre Hall Arts             

Residential.  Staff took 58 students to Ingestre Hall 

in Staffordshire for a series of intensive workshops 

over the weekend 17th–19th November.    
 

Ingestre Hall is Sandwell’s Residential Arts Centre, 

once the former home of the Earl of Shrewsbury 

and is set in 27 acres of Staffordshire countryside.  

It is an excellent venue for students giving them 

the opportunity to safely explore a country house 

and grounds as well as allowing them to pursue 

work in Drama, Musical Theatre, Music and Art. 
 

The theme for this weekend was ‘Fake’ and    

students didn’t disappoint with their various takes 

on the theme.  Friday night saw a collection of different work from ‘Fake News’ in Art to exploited 

synthesised sounds with drum machines and  synthesisers culminating in a group performance of 

‘Trans-Europe Express’.  Drama students focused on the darker side of the theme looking at the 

script of DNA whilst the Musical theatre explored ‘Fake’ through musicals such as Hairspray and 

Chicago. 
 

In Art, students worked with ‘Fake News’ creating their own Paparazzi style front pages and spent a 

day working with an Arts Practitioner looking at propaganda to create lino prints from their own 

photographs.  Staff commented that the standard of these lino prints was what we would            

encourage our GCSE students to achieve.   
 

Drama students worked with a practitioner from ‘Splendid Theatre Company’ who explored the 

world of ‘Fake’ with a variety of memes.  The one chosen to develop was a storm cell over New 

York City’s Statue of Liberty which produced some thought provoking work exploring the death of 

liberty.   
 

In Music students worked with on the idea of rumours and fake friendships which then culminated 

in the creation of compositions created by the music students themselves.  These were recorded 

using Ingestre Hall’s multi-track recording equipment.  These songs provided sufficient ear worm 

material for days.   
 

Whilst the organisation of such an event takes a lot of time the Expressive Arts staff feel that the   

opportunities provided for the students to develop their skills and their sense of self surrounded by 

many similarly creative minds is more than worth the effort and lack of sleep.  The passion of the 

staff and the enthusiasm of the students makes the whole weekend a very fulfilling experience with 

students not wanting to go home.  We are in the process of booking for our 13th Year in 2018 and 

would very much welcome any of your suggestions for a theme.  Please contact any of the staff 

within the Expressive Arts.  

 
This term Year 11 Business students have been busy planning and setting up their own enterprise. 

They  have been working in groups to organise and prepare their products and services. This has    

involved them researching,  budgeting, advertising and even mass baking for some groups! The    

students have also had to create ways to develop their own USP to help them stand out from their 

competition with the aim of raising as much profit for our chosen charities – McMillan and Guide 

Dogs for the Blind.  
 

Special thanks must go to Mr Campbell, Mr Mara and Mr Brannigan who allowed students to pay to 

throw very wet sponges at them for the entire lunch time – very noble of them – especially in the  

middle of November!! 
 

The winning group who made the most profit was Annie Sisson, Sam Hinds, Tegan Taylor and Grace 

Hudson – well done team, your brownies were delicious and you will make very successful              

entrepreneurs one day! 

Business Enterprise - Wednesday 15
th

 November 2017 

Ingestre Hall Residential - 2017 



 

Anti-Bullying Week 

To help raise awareness of anti-bullying week, Miss Tracey (English dept.) set a competition where 

students had to write a poem which encompassed the themes and emotions associated with      

bullying. Below is a fantastic poem by Maggie Walker in Year 8 , along with two amazing Year 7    

poems by Edith Neighbour and Skyla Giles. Well done to all students who took part. 

STOP! 

By Maggie Walker 8O 

 

You could say “No, enough”, 

But they won’t quit, 

Don’t just stand there, 

Being punched and kicked. 

 

Shout, scream, 

So someone can hear, 

From miles away, 

Or somewhere near. 

 

Bullying is wicked, 

Horrid, cruel, 

Whether something small, 

Like breaking a rule, 

Or something big, 

Abuse? Theft? 

Don’t let it go, 

Or let it be left. 

 

Tell someone quick, 

Yawp and yelp, 

Don’t be afraid to ask for help. 

Tell an adult, 

Someone you trust, 

This isn’t a suggestion, 

Believe me you must. 

 

Someone will help you, 

Give you a hand, 

Whether crossing ocean, 

Desert or land. 

 

There is always someone, 

To help you through it, 

Open your eyes, 

Now get right to it. 

 

Turn around say “STOP!” 

Leave me alone, 

And return happily, 

To your warm and safe home. 

Because 

Edith Neighbour (7J) 

 

They pick on me because I’m different. 

Because I dare. 

Because I’m there. 

Because I dream. 

Because I’m seen. 
 

They pick on me because I’m strange. 

Because I stand out. 

Because I shout out. 

Because I try to make it stop. 

Because I act like a good cop. 
 

They pick on me because I’m not like them. 

Because I write in a different hand. 

Because I don’t come from this land. 

Because my skin isn’t this tone. 

Because this isn’t my home. 
 

They pick on me because I’m smart. 

Because I am in top set. 

Because I am teacher’s pet. 

Because I get ten out of ten. 

Because in every test I get an M. 

They pick on me because I’m strange. 

Because of my out-of-date top. 

Because my hair looks like a mop. 

Because I get general knowledge questions wrong. 

Because I don’t know the latest song. 

Bullying 
by Skyla Giles (7C) 

People try to look the same, 

Always trying a new name,  

Picking on the lonely ones, 

Maybe even the younger ones, 

Just because they’re different. 

What has this world become? 

All this wrong, 

Just so they can make an image, 

All this evil 

Can consume you. 

The next person you go to hurt, 

Or try to make them feel like dirt, 

Don’t try to look cool, 

Feel for the person you make look a fool. 

A cool identity isn’t a need, 

Let those you bully be freed. 



 John Port Christmas Card Competition 

Mrs Squire asked students to design a colourful and Christmassy card, 

with the theme of ‘John Port School in the community’.  

 

Congratu lat ions to     

Maisie Lovie (8R) and 

Alana Griffiths (8P) who 

entered the winning    

designs.  These will be 

printed on our Christmas 

cards and shared with 

the community. 

 

 

Maisie Lovie  Alana Griffiths 

 

During the autumn, younger students were able to engage 

in poetry by entering a haiku competition inspired by      

National Poetry Day.  

We were pleased to receive lots of entries that helped   

create a ‘poet-tree’ in the library.   

All entries were original and showed creative flair but 

Gracie Toon in 8H was the winner – congratulations again 

to her! 

 

On the 8th November John Port School hosted Splendid Theatre Company 

and their performance of ‘Metamorphosis’.  Sixth Form and Year 11 Drama 

students had the opportunity to watch the three man team perform the 

story of Gregor Samsa and his transformation into a beetle.  Sixth formers 

then had the opportunity to engage in 4 hours of workshops looking at  

Steven Berkoff, one of their theatre practitioners. 

The Drama Department also hosted students and teachers from five other 

schools which allowed for everyone to work with a large range of like-

minded students and develop networking opportunities and lifelong   

friendships.  A wonderful day was had by all. 

Splendid Theatre 

Company  

 

We now have three defibrillators 

kindly provided from PTA funding.  

 

They are located:  

 

Top corridor C block (kitchen) 

 

Main reception A block (kitchen) 

 

Library B block (reception desk)  

 

These are in addition to the one 

already in the leisure centre and 

the one directly opposite the 

school (Spread Eagle wall). 

National Poetry Day PTA Funded Defibrillators 



 

 

Artemis  

Helios  

Mercury 

Poseidon 

Apollo  

 

1st       5th 

2841    2255 

   

2nd   6th 

2455       2206 

 

3rd      7th 

2428    1994 

 

4th       8th 

2328    1961 

Athena  

Fortuna  

Vulcan 

House Points League Table  

December 2017 

                   E-Safety Year 7 
 

Year 7 must be congratulated in the way they have 

been contributing to the E-Safety lessons as part of their 

Computer Science lessons. 

 

Many discussions have taken place and students have 

mentioned how they are more aware of the need for 

safety when using the internet and mobile devices.  

Topics covered include Online Profiles, Privacy settings, 

Consequences and Fake News. 

 

If your child has had these lessons you might like to take a look at the CEOP website,                  

https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/ and discuss some of the topics with them. 

Computer Club 
 

Budding computer scientists and enthusiastic programmers 

have been stretching their skills in the Wednesday        

Computer Club run by Mr Pascual. 

 

There is some amazing coding going on from students of all 

years, and the Buzz can be felt.  

 

Look out for the all years Programming Competition, JPS 

Code Off. 
“Produce code that will …….. you have 2 hours ---- CODE’’  

run after school against the clock, using any program code 

that is available in school including Scratch. 
 

The one deemed the best will be awarded a certificate. 
 

Remember we use Python 3.6 programming language, available free from: 

https://www.python.org/downloads/ 

Online simulator (Choose Python 3):     

https://repl.it/ 

Poseidon 

https://www.python.org/downloads/
https://repl.it/


 

 

In September 60 Year 7 students took part in their 

first house competition, cross country. I can reveal 

the winning house was: 

  

1 Vulcan – Well done Vulcanites! 

2 Poseidon 

3 Athena 

4 Artemis 

5 Mercury 

6 Helios 

7 Fortuna 

8 Apollo 

  

Well done to every student that took part. 

 

Congratulations to all of our Year 11 students 

for their mature attitude and conduct during 

their recent examinations. 

 

All of the results will be communicated on their 

next progress checks.   

 

They will have a further set of mock                

examinations starting from the 5th of March 

2018. 

Mrs Lowndes -  

Head of Year 11 

UKMT Senior Maths Challenge 
 

On Tuesday 7th November all Year 12 and 13 A level Maths students took part in the individual UKMT 

Senior Maths Challenge. The annual national competition involves 25 multiple choice challenging 

questions that aims to promote mathematical problem solving.  

 

Marks are awarded for correct answers but also deducted for incorrect choices encouraging well 

though through solutions, rather than guessing! From the national entries the top 60% performers are 

awarded gold, silver and bronze certificates in the ratio of 1:2:3 and the highest 6000 are invited to 

enter the next round of the challenge – the Senior Kangaroo round. 

 

Out of our 66 entries we were delighted with some excellent results. Overall 29 students gained a 

bronze certificate and 10 students a silver. There was particular success for 2 students – Ezri Mcgarrigle 

(Y13) and Adam Allsebrook (Y12), who were awarded both a gold certificate and entry to the Senior 

Kangaroo round! A huge congratulations to all and well done to students and staff for their hard work 

in preparing for the event.  

 

Have a go at one of the questions from the paper: 

 UK Senior Team Maths Challenge: 
 

On Wednesday 22nd November, John Port School was represented by Ezri McGarrigle (Y13), Oliver 

Shahidullah (Y13), Benn Clarke (Y12) and Matthew Eberle (Y12) in the UKMT Senior Team Maths     

Challenge at Derby University.  This comprises of 3 rounds; a group round; a paired cross number - 

where one pair has the across clues and the other the down clues, and a paired relay round. 

 

Our students came a very respectable 8th out of 17 schools, with only a few marks separating them 

from the top places.  They all enjoyed the afternoon very much even if it did make their heads hurt at 

times, but the cookies and cakes made up for that! 

 

If you would like to have a go at a question the following is from last year’s group round: 

 

12 boys and n girls made some cupcakes.  Every child made the same number of cupcakes.   

The total number made was n2 + 10n – 2. How many children made cupcakes? 

Answer on back page 

Answer on back page 

Year 7 House Cross Country Well Done Year 11s 



 Absence 

Reminder to all parents that if you require leave 

of absence other than for illness/medical      

purposes please ensure you print the Leave of 

Absence form from our website under Policies, 

Documents and send to Mrs Allen, Attendance 

Welfare Officer, for approval.  Where possible 

please give 2 weeks’ notice.  If you wish to    

discuss a possible absence please initially    

contact Mrs Allen, thank you. 

 

If you wish to inform us of an absence for illness/

medical please contact Mrs Allen on 01283 

735181 or via the absence line on the main 

school number.  Absence emails to 

aal@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk are also        

welcome.  The texting service is still current but 

please note this will be phased out shortly and 

parents will be notified of this.   

 Personal Belongings 

Please be aware that the school cannot        
accept any liability for personal belongings,  
valuables or other student owned property 
which are brought into school should they     
become lost, stolen or broken.  As a result, we 
discourage students from bringing valuables to 
school. 

John Port School An Academy Trust 

 

Headteacher:  Mrs K Squire 
Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU 

Telephone:  01283 734111      
Email:  admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk       
Website:  www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk 

 

 
Forms 7C and 7S held a 

bake sale in aid of Children 

in Need and raised a      

fantastic £58.90. 
 

Thank you to Miss Bozilovic 

and the hospitality students 

in year 11 for making some 

of the cakes to sell. 

Bake Sale 

 CALLING ALL WEARERS  

OF LADERHOSEN! 

Next year the hills of John Port will be alive to 
the Sound of Music as the Actors, Musicians, 
Tech Team and Costume Team of John Port 
School join together to bring you another    
triumphant production! 

The Costume Team have already started 
work, making nuns habits and wimples!!!! 

What we need is any items of traditional      
Austrian dress, male or female, child or adult, 
that you may have to donate or lend!  

We realise we may be addressing quite a 
small demographic in semi rural Derbyshire, 
but if you don’t ask you don’t get! Any         
donations would be gratefully received. 

Please contact  the costume team through 
Mrs Bolton on: 

MBo@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk. 

Vielen Dank!  The JPS Costume Team 

 

 

Christmas Concert 

Our Christmas Concert will be 

held in Chatsworth Hall on the 

14th December starting at 

7pm.   

There will be a festive           

selection of music and songs 

performed by the JPS School 

Band, The Rebel Clefs and 

various other artists.   

Tickets are on sale via Parent-

Mail priced at £5 for adults 

and £3 for concessions. 

Maths Challenge Answers 

 

Christmas Market 

Senior Challenge Q: The answer is E.   

Team Challenge Q: The answer is 22.  

Thank you to all who came to 

John Port School’s Christmas 

Market on Tuesday 5th of   

December, to help support 

the funding of the Student 

Council and the PTA.  

We had some amazing     

stallholders who provided   

incredible products and     

services, contributing to the positive feedback 

we received from guests on the night.  

A special thanks to all of our volunteers who 

helped make this night a success – it is      

something we are hoping to run again in the 

future. 

mailto:admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
http://www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

