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Message from the Principal
At John Port Spencer Academy, we prepare our students for 
a fast moving and rapidly changing world. We have a culture 
of high expectations and our values: aspiration, resilience, 
responsibility – are those which allow students to succeed 
both in school and beyond.

We challenge and motivate students to ensure that they 
reach their full potential and while there is a strong emphasis 
on academic achievement, students are given the support 
and guidance to develop as individuals.

We are very proud of the continued success of our Academy 
and we have seen huge improvements across all areas of the 
school since becoming part of The Spencer Acamdemies 
Trust. 

This was highlighted in the summer of 2018 with Year 11 
students achieving the best results in John Port history with 
77% achieving a standard pass in Maths and English and 60 
% achieving a strong pass. This is a 15% increase on the 2017 
results! 35.6% of students achieved the top grades (7-9) in 
GCSE English and 29% of students achieved the top grades 
in Maths.

I look forward to seeing Parents and Students at the Year 9 
Options Information Evening in January and wish all students 
every success as they start their journey into KS4.

Mrs K Squire, Principal

Introduction
Our Year 9 students have reached the point in their education 
where they will soon decide which subjects they would 
like to study in Years 10 and 11. Whilst as a school we have 
restrictions and requirements placed upon us under directives 
of the DfE, we are determined that we appropriately guide 
our students as individuals and that all students follow a 
curriculum that is well matched to their ability. This is to 
ensure that they can achieve the best possible outcomes and 
go on to have the best chances of success in the future.

To facilitate this we offer comprehensive provisions that 
cater for students of all abilities enabling students to fulfil 
their academic potential, alongside a wealth of opportunities 
beyond the classroom to develop the well rounded 
character that is highly prized by colleges, universities and 
employers alike.

All students will study the core subjects including English, 
Maths and Science. Depending upon their prior attainment 
and areas of academic strength many students will be advised 
to follow the EBACC pathway (further information on P4) 
where they will also study a Humanities subject and a Modern 
Foreign Language, along with a further choice of one of our 
open option subjects.

We will endeavour to ensure the best fit for all when directing 
Pathways, however we do recognise that there may be 
individual cases that might need further consideration after 
the initial Pathways are offered. As such we are more than 
happy to review any case to ensure we offer your child the 
most suitable route and best chance of success both during 
examinations in the summer of 2021 and beyond.

Students will be briefed on the options process in school and 
will also receive guidance from their Year Leaders, Form Tutor 
and Subject Leaders. I would encourage both students and 
parents/guardians to attend the GCSE Options Open Evening 
in January, when subject specialists will be available to help 
your child make the best possible choices.

I look forward to seeing you on the Options Evening and wish 
you the very best as we begin this important stage of school.

Mr D Barry, Head of Year 9

Key Dates

GCSE Options Open Evening Wednesday 16th January 2019, 16:30 - 19:00.

Year 9 Parents Evening Tuesday 22nd January 2019, 16:30 - 19:30

Options Selection Deadline Friday 1st February 2019

Internal Vetting of Student Choices Early February 2019
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The English Baccalaureate
The Department for Education (DfE) began its consultation process on GCSE options and the implementation of the English 
Baccalaureate (EBacc) in 2015, the introduction of the EBacc has been well covered in the media and press since it was first 
introduced in 2010.

The English Baccalaureate (EBacc) is a school performance measure and GCSE qualification group which comprises the core 
academic subjects of English, Maths, Science, History or Geography and a Language. As a result of the EBacc consultation it is 
the ambition of the DfE that the vast majority of young people study the EBacc to age 16 (end of GCSE).

To enter the EBacc, students must take up to eight GCSEs across five subject ‘pillars’ (see fig.1 below).

English 
(2 GCSEs)

+ Maths 
(1 GCSEs)

+ Science 
(2 or 3GCSEs)

+ Languages 
(1 GCSEs)

+ Humanities 
(1 GCSEs)

English 
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or Double/Combined 
science

A Modern Language History

AND OR OR OR

English 
Literature

3 from:  
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Physics and Computer 
Science

An Ancient Language Geography

Part of the DfE consultation highlighted a severe decline in 
students taking these core academic subjects during the years 
2000 to 2011, with only 22% of students entered exams in the 
EBacc combination of subjects nationally in 2010. These are 
the subjects which at A level, according to the Russell Group, 
open more doors to more degrees as they are seen to provide 
a sound basis for a variety of careers beyond the age of 16.

Although the EBacc is not compulsory for all it has been 
concluded through the consultation that the EBacc is 
to become the default option for students as part of the 
government’s plans for improvement in education. The 
proportion of students entering the EBacc will additionally 
become a headline measure of mainstream secondary school 
performance, as such the EBacc entry and attainment will 
be given a more prominent role in the Ofsted inspection 
framework. For students, the Ebacc also enriches student 
education, broadens their general knowledge and 
provides the best possible pathway into further education 
and employment.

Whilst the ambition of the government is for most students 
to undertake the EBacc it has been agreed through the 
consultation that schools are best placed to determine 
the small number of students for whom the EBacc is not 
the best path and will continue to review this approach so 

that all students, for whom it is appropriate, take the EBacc 
combination of subjects.

In making decisions about EBacc entry, schools should 
consider the overall impact that not entering the EBacc 
subjects will have on the options available to the students 
and their progression to post-16 education and training. The 
decision not to enter a student for the EBacc combination of 
subjects will need to be considered on a case by case basis 
by each school, and schools will need to take into account a 
range of factors particular to each student.

In response to the above, John Port needed to review 
the approach taken for options and ensure that we were 
providing the most competitive education that gave our 
learners the best chance at success both at GCSE level and 
beyond. Therefore we have taken progressive steps to ensure 
we are offering the full EBacc to many of our students whilst 
recognising this is not the correct pathway for all. Consultation 
on implementing the English Baccalaureate. [online] 
Available here:

 ¬ www.goo.gl/9B9L2E

Last accessed 16th December 2017.
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Core Curriculum
English Language 1x GCSE

English Literature 1x GCSE

Mathematics 1x GCSE

Science 2x or 3x GCSE’s

All students will complete eight GCSEs or GCSE equivalent subjects. All students will be undertake these subjects as their core 
5/6 qualifications. Entry for examination under Triple Science (3x GCSE) or Trilogy Science (2x GCSE) will be decided based upon 
progress throughout KS4.

Student Pathways
For the current cohort embarking on their GCSE journey we have devised two Options pathways that aspire to facilitate all 
students. To determine pathways we have looked at each individual and their associated data which includes KS2 attainment, 
CAT scores, individual areas of academic strength, prior attainment during KS3 at JPS and personal circumstances that may 
affect best suitability.

Under all pathways the decision to offer only eight subjects is to ensure students receive the full and required eight GCSE grades 
whilst ensuring adequate time is allocated for required guided learning hours to be fulfilled, and quality teaching and learning 
to take place.

Physical Education (PE)
At Key Stage 4, all students will follow a non-examined Physical Education Programme where you will have the chance to 
develop your physical skills, knowledge and understanding through a variety of sports. You will also be given information that 
helps you appreciate the importance of being physically active throughout life. Your PE teacher will be helping you develop 
your overall personal fitness, the skills and techniques needed for the activities covered and how to improve your understanding 
of rules, tactics and strategies.

Pathway A
Many of our students will be guided to undertake the English 
Baccalaureate programme of study, this is a pathway which 
is the preferred route under the DfE consultation and could 
help secure a University place.

Pathway A is comprised of the core curriculum, and three 
options. One option must be a Modern Foreign Language, 
one option must be a Humanities subject (History or 
Geography), and one option will be from the Open 
Subject Options.

Pathway A is currently recommended for 70% of our students 
and is typically offered for strengths demonstrated within the 
EBacc subjects, high prior attainment, or a desire to attend 
University indicated.

Pathway B
The EBacc pathway may not be the right choice for all 
students and some will therefore follow the Pathway B 
programme of study. Pathway B is currently recommended 
for 30% of our students and does still ensure the required 
eight GCSE’s are undertaken whilst recognising undertaking 
a Modern Foreign Language and a Humanity will not be 
appropriate for all.

This route offers students the opportunity to study the core 
curriculum and three options. One option must be either a 
Modern Foreign Language or a Humanities subject (History 
or Geography), the other two can be taken from the Open 
Subject Option choices.

Pathway B will be offered based upon a variety of factors 
such as academic strengths demonstrated that lie outside 
of the EBacc subjects (such as higher attainment or ability 
demonstrated within Technologies or Performance), or prior 
attainment indicating those who are unable or are not suited 
to undertake a Modern Foreign Language or Humanity.
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Course Guide - List of Subjects
Core Subjects 
All students will undertake the compulsory subjects detailed 
below

English

 � English Literature AND English Language

Science

 � Trilogy OR Triple (Biology, Chemistry & Physics)

Mathematics

Core PE

EBACC Subjects
Students undertaking the full EBacc via Pathway A will take a 
Humanity and an MFL subject.

Students not undertaking the EBacc via Pathway B will take a 
Humanity or an MFL subject.

Humanities

 � Geography

 � History

MFL

 � French

 � German

 � Spanish

Open Option Subjects
In addition to the compulsory subjects above students will 
select their remaining choice(s) from those listed below.

Expressive Arts

 � Fine Art

 � Drama

 �Music

 � Photography

 � Textile Design

Physical Education

 � GCSE PE

 � Social Sciences

 � Business Studies

 � Philosophy, Religion & Ethics (PRE)

 � Sociology

Humanities

 � Geography

 � History

Mathematics

 � Statistics

MFL

 � French

 � German

 � Spanish

Technologies

 � Computer Science

 � iMedia

 � Food Preparation & Nutrition

 � Health & Social Care

 � Engineering Design

 � Engineering Manufacture

 � Engineering Systems & Control

 � Product Design (Design & Technology)
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English

English Language
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs A Swift

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ aswi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
This course is a core subject and will be studied by all 
students, there are no tiered papers within English.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied

 � Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing.

 �Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives.

 � Non-examination assessment: Spoken Language.

Assessment
English Language is 100% examination:

 � Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing. 
One hour 45 minutes. 50% of GCSE.

 � Paper 2: Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives. 
One hour 45 minutes. 50% of the GCSE.

 � Non-examination assessment: Spoken Language - 0% 
of GCSE weighting.

Course Information
The course is delivered in a variety of ways including 
class discussion, reading, sharing ideas, visual and audio 
stimulation, group work etc.

You will learn how to communicate effectively when 

speaking and writing in different situations and to 
different audiences.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
A Level leading to university and a range of careers.

Possible Career Paths
Journalism and the media, Law, Teaching, Business/Marketing 
roles, Publishing.

Additional Information
Students will need to work for approximately one hour per 
week outside of school hours, increasing as necessary when 
exam preparation is needed.

Students will be advised to purchase certain texts for 
examinations so that they become the property of 
the students.

Quote
‘Youthquake’  – Word of the Year 2017

‘Post-truth’ – Word of the Year 2016

‘Crying Emoji’ – Word of the Year 2013

‘Omnishambles’  – Word of the Year 2012

Student Quote
“The study of English Language gives an insight into the 
intrinsic link between identity and language. I would not 
have followed my aspiration to become a writer without 
this course!”
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English

English Literature
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs A Swift

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ aswi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
This course is a core subject and will be studied by all 
students, there are no tiered papers within English.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied

 � Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel.

 �Modern Texts and Poetry.

Assessment
English Literature is 100% examination

 � Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th Century novel.

One hour 45 minutes. 40% of the GCSE.

 � Paper 2: Modern Texts and Poetry.

Two hours 15 minutes. 60% of the GCSE.

Course Information
The course is delivered in a variety of ways including 
class discussion, reading, sharing ideas, visual and audio 
stimulation, group work etc.

You will learn how to communicate effectively when 
speaking and writing in different situations and to 
different audiences.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
A Level leading to university and a range of careers.

Possible Career Paths
Journalism and the media, Law, Teaching, Business/Marketing 
roles, Publishing.

Additional Information
Students will need to work for approximately one hour per 
week outside of school hours, increasing as necessary when 
exam preparation is needed.

Students will be advised to purchase certain texts for 
examinations so that they become the property of 
the students.

Quote
“A reader lives a thousand lives before they die. A person who 
does not read lives only one.” – George R.R. Martin

Student Quote
“The most important skill I learned was critical thinking; 
I’ve been encourage to discuss the very core of human 
civilisation. It’s really helped me expand my horizons!”
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Mathematics

Mathematics
Faculty Contact Name
Miss A Smith

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ als@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
This course is a core subject and will be studied by all 
students. GCSE Maths will build on the knowledge and 
understanding you have gained through KS3 Maths.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
The subject content is:

 � Number.

 � Algebra.

 � Ratio, proportion and rates of change.

 � Geometry and measures.

 � Statistics.

Assessment
You will be entered for either higher tier (grades 9 to 3 
available) or foundation tier ( grades 5 to 1 available).

You will sit 3 exam papers, each 90 minutes long.

Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper and you will need a 
calculator for papers 2 and 3. The topics studied may be 
examined in any of the 3 papers.

Course Information
In GCSE mathematics you will be expected to develop your 
knowledge of KS3 mathematics further and also learn some 
new topics. You will improve your problem solving skills as 
you apply your knowledge to more complex problems.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Many course will have an element of mathematics: sciences, 
geography, psychology, business studies, economics, 
engineering, product design.

If you have an interest in mathematics you may wish to study 
for A levels in Mathematics or Mathematics and Further 
Mathematics. You could also study for a Level 3 qualification 
in Mathematical Studies at sixth form which has a greater 
focus on the application of mathematics in real life scenarios.

Possible Career Paths
Most careers will require the ability to work with numbers and 
understand charts and diagrams and so a pass grade at GCSE 
is usually required.

A greater knowledge of mathematics would be required 
for a careers such as: an engineer, an actuary, an economist, 
a mathematician, a statistician, an accountant, a software 
engineer, a data analyst, a maths teacher.

Additional Information
You will need a scientific calculator, a protractor and a pair of 
compasses for your lessons and exams.

Quote
“Without mathematics, there is nothing you can do. 
Everything around you is mathematics. everything around 
you is numbers.” – Shakuntala Devi

Student Quote
“Mathematics, in my opinion, is a wonderful journey of 
personal growth and discovery as well as an adventure 
in furthering my knowledge which I believe to be a truly 
beautiful fact.” – MDK
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Science

Science
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs C Cox

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ cco@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
This course is a core subject and will be studied by all 
students. GCSE Science will build on the knowledge and 
understanding you have gained through KS3 Science.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
Students will take separate GCSEs in Biology, Chemistry 
and Physics.

 � The Biology GCSE is made up of seven units that 
covers a wide range of topics. These are cell biology, 
organisation, immunity, bioenergetics, homeostasis, 
inheritance and ecology.

 � The chemistry GCSE is made up of 8 units. These are 
atomic structure, bonding, quantitative chemistry, 
chemical changes, rates, organic chemistry, chemical 
analysis and environmental chemistry.

 � The physics GCSE is made up of 9 units. These 
are energy, energy resources, particles, electricity, 
radioactivity, forces, waves, magnetism and space.

Assessment
One hour 45 minutes. 50% of GCSE.

Course Information
Scientific understanding is changing our lives and it vital 
to the world’s future prosperity; you will learn the essential 
aspects of the knowledge, methods and processes and 
uses of science that will allow you to go on to become the 
scientists of the future.

In lessons scientific theory will be delivered through practical 
work and we will encourage you to question why things 
happen in the way that they do.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Following the GCSE Sciences students can continue their 
science studies into the sixth form to study A Levels in 
Biology, Chemistry or Physics. Alternatively students can study 
a Level 3 Applied Science Extended diploma (equivalent to 
one A Level).

Possible Career Paths
Qualifications in GCSE Science are need for any healthcare 
profession such as nursing, medicine, dentistry or 
physiotherapy. It can also lead into jobs within scientific 
research, forensics or the pharmaceutical industry. Physics 
often leads into jobs within the engineering sector.

Additional Information
We ask all students to purchase a GCSE revision guide for 
Biology, Chemistry and Physics.

Quote
“The important thing is is never to stop questioning” – Albert 
Einstein

“Science is different to all other systems of thought... because 
you don’t need to have faith in it, you can check that it works” 
– Brian Cox

Student Quote
“Science is involved in everything that makes the world work! 
This is fascinating and you learn so much.”
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Humanities

Geography
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs N Brooks

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ nbr@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Students have all undertaken this Humanity subject at KS3. 
Choosing this subject is a nice way to continue your learning 
within Humanities and the EBacc group of subjects.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
Geographical skills - running through all units.

 � Unit 1 - Living with the physical environment:

Section A: The challenge of natural hazards.

Section B: The living world.

Section C: Physical landscapes in the UK.

 � Unit 2 - Challenges in the human environment:

Section A: Urban issues and challenges.

Section B: The changing economic world.

Section C: The challenge of resource management.

 � Unit 3 - Geographical applications:

Section A: Issue evaluation.

Section B: Fieldwork.

Assessment
There are 3 exams at the end of the course:

 � Paper 1 examines unit 1 - 35%

 � Paper 2 examines unit 2 - 35%

 � Paper 3 examines elements of all 3 units - 30%

The papers are a mixture of multiple-choice, short answer and 
long answer questions.

Course Information
The AQA specification is taught through a variety of teaching 
and learning approaches. This exciting and relevant course 
studies geography in a balanced framework of physical and 
human themes and investigates the link between them.

You will travel the world from the classroom, exploring case 
studies in the United Kingdom (UK), higher income countries 
(HICs), newly emerging economies (NEEs) and lower income 
countries (LICs). This also includes you undertaking both 
human and physical coursework outside of the classroom.

Topics of study include climate change, poverty, deprivation, 
global shifts in economic power and the challenge of 
sustainable resource use. Students are also encouraged to 
understand their role in society, by considering different 
viewpoints, values and attitudes.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Upon completion of this two year course, students will 
have the skills and experience to progress onto A-level 
and beyond.

Possible Career Paths
Environmental lawyer, Climatologist, Weather forecaster, 
Catastrophe modeler or emergency planner, Landscape 
architect, Conservation officer, Geographical information 
systems officer, Town planner, Environmental consultant, 
Cartographer, Recycling officer, International aid/
development worker, Logistics and distribution manager, 
Market researcher, Nature conservation officer, Sustainability 
consultant, Tourism officer, Transport planner, Journalist, and 
many more.

Additional Information
We ask for a voluntary contribution towards field trip costs.

Quote
“The study of geography is about more than just memorising 
places on a map. It’s about understanding the complexity of 
our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists 
across continents. And in the end, it’s about using all that 
knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together.” 
– Barack Obama

Student Quote
“In Geography you learn about the world around you and 
learn skills that you use in later life. It broadens your horizons.”

“It is a board subject, so there are lots of different topics, 
which means that you don’t get bored.”



JOHN PORT SPENCER ACADEMY | GCSE Options 2019

Humanities

History
Faculty Contact Name
Mr M Thorpe

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ mth@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Students have all undertaken this Humanity subject at KS3. 
Choosing this subject is a nice way to continue your learning 
within Humanities and the EBacc group of subjects.

Exam Board
Edexcel

Units Studied

 �Medicine and Health through time 1250-present day.

 � Early Elizabethan England 1558-88.

 � American West 1835-1895.

 �Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939.

Assessment
There are 3 exams at the end of the course:

 � Paper 1 Medicine Through Time 
1 hour and 15 minutes - 30%

 � Paper 2 American West and Elizabethan England 
1 hour and 45 minutes - 40%

 � Paper 3 Weimar and Nazi Germany 
1 hour and 20 minutes - 30%. 

The papers are a mixture of multiple-choice, short answer and 
long answer questions.

Course Information

 �Medicine - Students will learn how our understanding 
about the causes of disease and methods of treatment 
and prevention have changed over time and why these 
changes have been able to happen. There will also 
be an in depth study of how World War One helped 
modern medicine to develop.

 � Early Elizabethan England - Students will learn about 
the various problems Elizabeth faced as Queen of 
England including: the issue of religion and rebellions 
to her rule. Students will also consider what it would 
have been like to be a member of Elizabethan society.

 � American West - Students will learn how developments 
in the West impacted on the native peoples of America 
and how different developments destroyed their way 
of life. Students will also discover why different groups 
of people were moving West from the 1830s and their 
experience of migration and settlement there.

 �Weimar and Nazi Germany - Students will learn how 
World War One affected Germany and how Germany’s 
failed attempt to establish a democratic political 
system led to the Hitler and the Nazi Party being able 
to be voted into power in 1933. Students then consider 
the impact that the Nazi Party had on Germany.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
A Level History

Possible Career Paths
Teaching, Journalism, Law, Archeolog, Museum curator

Additional Information
Potential trips relevant to the GCSE course.

Quote
“Those who cannot remember the past are condemned to 
repeat it.” – George Santayana

Student Quote
“I have really enjoyed studying history at GCSE. It gives 
you the chance to imagine what life would have been like 
at a particular point in time and put yourself in different 
people’s shoes.”
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Modern Foreign Languages

French
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs D Fisher

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ dfi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
You may only opt for the language(s) you have studied 
during years 7, 8 and 9. Choosing this subject is a nice way 
to continue your learning within MFL and the EBacc group 
of subjects.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
Students study all of the following themes on which the 
assessments are based.

 � Theme 1: Identity and culture.

 � Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas 
of interest.

 � Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.

Assessment
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing each constitute 25% 
and are assessed at the end of the course:

The Listening exam requires students to understand and 
respond to different types of spoken language. Section A of 
the exam will have questions in English and section B will 
have questions in French.

The Speaking exam will be conducted by the class teacher at 
the end of year 11. The tasks are taking part in a transaction 
activity (referred to as Role Play), talking about a photo 
card,and taking part in a conversation.

The Reading exam requires responses to different types of 
written language. In addition to sections A and B there is a 
translation task from French to English.

The Writing exam consists of different tasks depending on the 
tier taken and it is taken at the end of year 11.

For Foundation Tier, students complete four tasks, which 
include writing sentences, a short paragraph, a translation 
from English into French, and a structured writing task.

For Higher tier students have three tasks, which include a 
structured writing task, an open ended writing task and a 
translation from English into French.

Course Information
The aim of this course is to give you confidence as a language 
learner through a strong knowledge of grammar and a firm 
belief in your own capacity to learn and become fluent. You 
will be taking part in a lifelong language learning journey. 
This journey will tell prospective employers that you are 
resilient, open to different cultures, new ideas and a global 
society in which you language qualifications give you 
the widest opportunities and a huge advantage in terms 
of employability.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Students will have better opportunities as it is recognised that 
Languages open up a broad range of rewarding careers and 
open up a world of opportunity.

Over 290 million people speak French worldwide.

The acquisition of a foreign language is deeply valued by 
employers and offers greater career opportunities.

A GCSE in French will be a very worthwhile qualification 
in the future, both vocationally and for those going on to 
higher education.

Some universities are beginning to insist on a language 
qualification at GCSE as it demonstrates intellect, 
determination and commitment.

Even if you choose to specialise in another subject, many 
universities offer degree courses, which offer a language 
plus law, accountancy, design, dance etc. The possibilities 
are endless.

Possible Career Paths
As well as the ‘traditional language jobs’ such as teaching, the 
travel industry and interpreting/translating, a GCSE language 
could make the difference to your future in business, 
journalism, design, research, medicine, the armed forces etc. 
Learning a language opens up opportunities.

Additional Information
It is a good idea to have a bi-lingual dictionary and a love 
of grammar websites. Students should enjoy studying 
languages, enjoy the puzzle of grammar and be prepared to 
work hard in lessons and at home.

Quote
“Parler une autre langue est possèder une autre âme”

Student Quote
“I absolutely love this GCSE. It is a real challenge in a 
good way. I have learned so much about myself and the 
importance of communication across cultures.”
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Modern Foreign Languages

German
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs E Bailey

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ eb@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
You may only opt for the language(s) you have studied 
during years 7, 8 and 9. Choosing this subject is a nice way 
to continue your learning within MFL and the EBacc group 
of subjects.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
The work you have done in years 7, 8 and 9 complements 
the GCSE content. Previous knowledge is built upon as you 
continue to become more independent with your German 
studies. Work is organised primarily around the three 
following themes within the AQA Full Course GCSE:

 � Theme 1: Identity and Culture.

 � Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas 
of interest.

 � Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.

Assessment
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing each constitute 25% 
and are assessed at the end of the course:

The Listening exam requires students to understand and 
respond to different types of spoken language. Section A of 
the exam will have questions in English and section B will 
have questions in German.

The Speaking exam will be conducted by the class teacher at 
the end of year 11. The tasks are taking part in a transaction 
activity (referred to as Role Play), talking about a photo card, 
and taking part in a conversation.

The Reading exam requires responses to different types of 
written language. In addition to sections A and B there is a 
translation task from German to English.

The Writing exam consists of different tasks depending on the 
tier taken and it is taken at the end of year 11.

For Foundation Tier, students complete four tasks, which 
include writing sentences, a short paragraph, a translation 
from English into German, and a structured writing task.

For Higher tier students have three tasks, which include a 
structured writing task, an open ended writing task and a 
translation from English into German.

Course Information
This course aims to develop your ability to understand and 
communicate in German whilst acquiring further knowledge 
of the German language and language learning skills.

This course will also allow you to understand the cultural 
context of the German language, as well as understanding its 
grammar and syntax; you will very much enjoy your German 
studies and there will never be a dull moment as we delve 
into the puzzle of grammar!

Further Learning Beyond KS4
You will have better opportunities as it is recognised that 
Languages open up a broad range of rewarding careers and 
open up a world of opportunity. Germany is still Europeís 
biggest economy and exporter and over 200 million people 
speak German worldwide.

The acquisition of a foreign language is deeply valued by 
employers and offers greater career opportunities.

A GCSE in German will be a worthwhile qualification, both 
vocationally and in higher education. Some universities are 
beginning to insist on a language qualification at GCSE as it 
demonstrates intellect, determination and commitment.

If you choose to specialise in another subject, many 
universities offer courses, which offer a language plus law, 
accountancy, design, dance etc. The possibilities are endless!

Possible Career Paths
As well as the ‘traditional language jobs’ such as teaching, the 
travel industry and interpreting/translating, a GCSE German 
qualification could make the difference to your future in 
business, journalism, design, research, medicine, the armed 
forces etc. Learning a language opens up opportunities!

Additional Information
Self-study will benefit you throughout the GCSE German 
course, i.e. magazines, music, watching films in German and 
using the internet to listen to and to read news items.

You will need an English/German dictionary and you will 
be asked to purchase a Grammar and Translation workbook 
which is used in lessons and as an revision tool.

Quote
“Wer fremde Sprachen nicht kennt, weiß nichts von seiner 
eigenen” – Johann Wolfgang von Goethe

Student Quote
You will never get bored whilst learning German at GCSE, 
because unlike other languages, it is more complex, which is 
why it is so interesting.
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Modern Foreign Languages

Spanish
Faculty Contact Name
Miss A Clements

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ amc@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
You may only opt for the language(s) you have studied 
during years 7, 8 and 9. Choosing this subject is a nice way 
to continue your learning within MFL and the EBacc group 
of subjects.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
Students study all of the following themes on which the 
assessments are based.

 � Theme 1: Identity and culture.

 � Theme 2: Local, national, international and global areas 
of interest.

 � Theme 3: Current and future study and employment.

Assessment
Listening, Speaking, Reading and Writing each constitute 25% 
and are assessed at the end of the course:

The Listening exam requires students to understand and 
respond to different types of spoken language. Section A of 
the exam will have questions in English and section B will 
have questions in Spanish.

The Speaking exam will be conducted by the class teacher at 
the end of year 11. The tasks are taking part in a transaction 
activity (referred to as Role Play), talking about a photo card, 
and taking part in a conversation.

The Reading exam requires responses to different types of 
written language. In addition to sections A and B there is a 
translation task from Spanish to English.

The Writing exam consists of different tasks depending on the 
tier taken and it is taken at the end of year 11.

For Foundation Tier, students complete four tasks, which 
include writing sentences, a short paragraph, a translation 
from English into Spanish, and a structured writing task.

For Higher tier students have three tasks, which include a 
structured writing task, an open ended writing task and a 
translation from English into Spanish.

Course Information
Spanish is the official language of 21 countries, many of 
which are economically well developed. People from these 
countries are likely to be business associates or colleagues 
in your future career. Spanish is the second most common 
first language across the world and the second language of 
the USA.

The UK’s international education body highlights Spanish as 
the most important foreign language to learn. What’s more, 
last year they calculated that only four percent of the UK 
population could speak Spanish fluently. This means that a 
commitment to learning Spanish would set you in really good 
stead when it comes to employment.

Knowing Spanish will seriously enhance your traveling 
experiences. If you are passionate about traveling, then 
obtaining a solid grasp of Spanish will allow you to fully 
experience the cultures of Spanish-speaking countries like 
Mexico, Colombia, Peru, Chile and Cuba.

Hispanic culture is fascinating and somewhat 
underrepresented, so learning about the culture, along with 
the language, will definitely be a rewarding, revealing and 
exciting experience.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
GCSE Spanish can feed into KS5 Spanish and above. There’s 
opportunity for university to study Spanish as either a single 
or double award degree alongside other subjects.

Possible Career Paths
Potential employers look favourably on students who have 
studied a Modern Foreign Language as it shows intellectual 
capacity, determination and an open mind.

Examples of careers in this area of interest include: Business, 
Government, Law, Research, Science, Engineering, Leisure, 
Transport, Media.

Additional Information
Spanish is a fairly easy language because it is largely phonetic.

Students will be asked to buy a VIVA Grammar book and a 
GCSE Spanish Revision Guide.

Quote
“One language sets you in a corridor for life. Two languages 
open every door along the way.” – Frank Smith

Student Quote
“Studying Spanish at GCSE has not only challenged me 
in a good way, but it’s been rewarding to see how much 
progress I’m making and how much my understanding of 
the language is developing. I would definitely recommend 
taking it.”
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Expressive Arts

Drama
Faculty Contact Name
Mr A Mitchell

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ am@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Candidates are expected to exhibit a personal interest 
in Drama, an aptitude for working with others and a 
commitment to work outside of curriculum time.

Exam Board
Edexcel

Units Studied

 � Component 1  The Devising process.

 � Component 2  Text for Performance.

 � Component 3  Theatre Makers in Practice.

Assessment

 � Component 1 - 40% of the final mark - is a written 
portfolio and a practical performance.

 � Component 2 - 20% of the final mark - is two 
performances from the same play and is practical.

 � Component 3 - 40% of the final mark - is a written 
exam which covers the study of a set text and 
questions regarding a live theatre performance.

Course Information
This course looks at Drama in a variety of different ways; 
from collaborating with groups in creating your own 
performances, to scripted work and live theatre visits.

Students taking this course will get to experience team work, 
performing in front of an audience as well as the opportunity 
to share your ideas about how actors can create emotional 
meaning for their audiences.

Live theatre performances will allow for you to see and share 
the ideas of directors of professional productions. Developing 
your ideas for a well rounded vision for the stage.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
The GCSE course is a good base to continue on to the A Level 
course which is available at John Port.

Possible Career Paths
Drama not only provides you with the skills of the subject 
but transferable skills; team work, negotiation, presentation 
skills and confidence to name a few. Students who have done 
Drama often exhibit good problem solving skills which would 
be useful for many types of employment.

Additional Information
There is an expectation that students will visit the theatre. This 
will involve a financial contribution to be made for Tickets, 
Insurance and Travel.

Quote
“Drama is life with the dull bits cut out” – Alfred Hitchcock

Student Quote
“GCSE Drama gives you the confidence and bravery to do 
more in life and to put yourself out there.” – Sarah D
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Expressive Arts

Fine Art
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs H Udall

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ hu@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Students will be expected to exhibit a personal interest in 
Art and Design in its widest sense, showing ambition, focus 
and drive when learning and applying skills and techniques 
in their own work. They will be expected to be enthusiastic, 
open minded and inspired by experiences of the work and 
practices of individuals, organisations and creative and 
cultural industries.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
The two-year course is broken down into two parts:

 � Component 1: Students are required to submit a 
portfolio that comprises a sustained project with a 
final outcome, and a selection of further work which 
represents their course of study.

 � Component 2: One question is selected from an 
externally set paper that is issued to students from 
January 1st of Year 11. This is followed by unlimited 
preparation time for preliminary and supporting 
studies followed by ten hours of supervised time for 
the final realisation. The work is internally marked and 
externally moderated by AQA.

Assessment
Students will be regularly assessed during the two year 
course using the AQA assessment criteria:

 � Component 1 - Portfolio of work: 
Marked out of 96 = 60% of total marks.

 � Component 2 - Externally Set Task: 
Marked out of 96 = 40% of total marks.

Course Information
There are four assessment objectives covering:

 � The development of ideas through investigations 
informed by contextual and other sources 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.

 � Refinement of ideas through experimenting and 
selecting appropriate resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

 � The recording of ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions in visual and/or other forms.

 � The presentation of a personal, informed and 
meaningful response demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, 
written, oral and other elements.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
This course feeds nicely into the A Level Fine Art Course also 
available at John Port.

Possible Career Paths
The attainment of this course would be useful for future 
careers in Multimedia, Advertising, Architecture, Illustration, 
Graphic Design, Publishing, Web Design, Retail, Fashion and 
Textile industries, Animation, TV and Film, Photography, 
Printmaking, Museum and Gallery work, Restoration and 
Conservation, Teaching, Therapy and the Caring Professions, 
Ceramics industry etc.

Additional Information
Students will be required to work in various media and, whilst 
we endeavour to supply as many things as possible. There 
is an expectation that students will provide some of their 
own materials.

Quote
“Every child is an artist. The problem is how to remain an artist 
once we grow up.” – Pablo Picasso

Student Quote
“GCSE Art is a subject which allows you to express your 
creativity and explore different medias and techniques. Over 
the 2 years you gain lots of skills and knowledge of Art which 
leads you on to an exciting career.” – Caitlin W.
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Expressive Arts

Music
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs S Hodgson

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ shod@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
All students will be assessed in the practical component of 
performing. It is expected that they will already be regular 
performers in a group, or confident singing or playing solo on 
their instrument in front of a small audience.

Exam Board
OCR

Units Studied

 � Integrated Portfolio: Students will explore the skills and 
capabilities of their instrument (or voice) and produce 
a performance to demonstrate their interpretation and 
technical control, and a composition written to a brief 
of their own to demonstrate their ability to develop 
musical ideas.

 � Practical Component: Students will perform as part of 
a group or duet. This ensemble performance can be 
on any instrument and any genre. They will also create 
a composition choosing from a variety of briefs set by 
the exam board.

 � Listening Exam: Listening, appraisal and notation 
skills assessed in an examination at the end of the 
course. This is externally assessed. Topics studied by 
students throughout the course include: ‘The Concerto 
Throughout Time’ (studying music from the Western 
Classical tradition), Rhythms of the World (studying the 
traditional rhythmic roots from 4 geographical regions 
of the world), Film Music (studying a range of music 
used for films and soundtracks for video games) and 
‘The Conventions of Pop (studying a range of popular 
music from the 1950s to the present day).

Assessment
The Integrated Portfolio and Practical Component are 
assessed by NEA (Coursework), this will include:

 � Performances to a small audience - This is 60% of the 
total mark.

 � The Listening Exam is a 90 minute written exam with 
musical extracts to respond to - This is 40% of the 
total mark.

Course Information
GCSE Music will add to knowledge you have previously 
gained at Key Stage 3, and will allow you to develop further in 
the following areas:

 � You will perform as a soloist, and as part of a group or 
ensemble. You will be given the opportunity to create 
and play music with others, for example in a rock 
group, jazz band, orchestra, or vocal group.

 � You will develop composition techniques covering 
all genres of music and will use these creatively when 
composing your own music. You will be given the 
opportunity to use music technology.

 � You will listen to a wide variety of music, and 
commenting and sharing thoughts with fellow 
students. You will learn more about the historical and 
cultural context of music and will listen to all kinds 
of music.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
GCSE Music is a good base for studying A Level Music at John 
Port. A wide variety of music based degrees are available 
including performing, composing and music production.

Possible Career Paths
The music industry is a big business and offers a huge range 
of opportunities in many different careers. Students who 
study GCSE Music will find plenty of options when it comes 
to choosing a future path. Equipped with an awareness 
of musical genres and styles; performing, listening and 
composing skills; and music technology proficiency, students 
will be well equipped to pursue a musical profession.

But GCSE Music also offers a wealth of transferable skills 
relevant to ongoing musical and non-musical study as 
well as to future career development, including literacy, 
critical thinking, social skills and team working, leadership 
and communication, and time management and 
organisational skills.

Additional Information
Students will be offered the opportunity to go to concerts 
but these are not essential to the course.

Revision guides will be available to buy during the course.

Quote
“Without music, life would be a mistake” – Nietzsche

Student Quote
“The music courses I took inspired my creativity and also gave 
me a means of expressing myself.” – Sarah H
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Expressive Arts

Photography
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs H Udall

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ hu@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An interest in photography and creativity.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
The two-year course is broken down into two parts: 

 � Component 1: Students are required to submit a 
portfolio that comprises a sustained project with a 
final outcome, and a selection of further work which 
represents their course of study.

 � Component 2:  One question is selected from an 
externally set paper that is issued to students from 
January 1st of Year 11.  This is followed by unlimited 
preparation time for preliminary and supporting 
studies followed by ten hours of supervised time for 
the final realisation.  The work is internally marked and 
externally moderated by AQA.

Assessment
Students will be regularly assessed during the two year 
course using the AQA assessment criteria: 

 � Component 1 - Portfolio of work:  
Marked out of 96 = 60% of total marks.

 � Component 2 - Externally Set Task:  
Marked out of 96 = 40% of total marks.

Course Information
There are four assessment objectives covering: 

 � The development of ideas through investigations 
informed by contextual and other sources 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.

 � Refinement of ideas through experimenting and 
selecting appropriate resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

 � The recording of ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions in visual and/or other forms.

 � The presentation of a personal, informed and 
meaningful response demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, 
written, oral and other elements.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Students will be able to move into any creative arts subject 
from GCSE photography as it teaches students to look at and 
think about the world around them in a creative way.

Possible Career Paths
Graphic designer, Magazine features editor, Medical 
illustrator, Photographer, Press photographer, Television 
camera operator.

Additional Information
There may be some photographic costs associated with 
printing of final pieces.

Quote
“You don’t make a photograph just with a camera. You bring 
to the act of photography all the pictures you have seen, the 
books you have read, the music you have heard, the people 
you have loved.” – Ansel Adams

Student Quote
“What you photograph is captured forever! It helps 
remembers all the little things and see the details we may 
otherwise miss.”
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Expressive Arts

Textile Design
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs H Udall

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ hu@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Students will be expected to exhibit a personal interest in 
Textile Design in its widest sense, showing ambition, focus 
and drive when learning and applying skills and techniques in 
their own work.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
The two-year course is broken down into two parts:

 � Component 1: Students are required to submit a 
portfolio that comprises a sustained project with a 
final outcome, and a selection of further work which 
represents their course of study.

 � Component 2: One question is selected from an 
externally set paper that is issued to students from 
January 1st of Year 11. This is followed by unlimited 
preparation time for preliminary and supporting 
studies followed by ten hours of supervised time for 
the final realisation. The work is internally marked and 
externally moderated by AQA.

Assessment
Students will be regularly assessed during the two year 
course using the AQA assessment criteria, each of which is 
equally weighted. Marking is out of 96.

There are four assessment objectives covering:

 � The development of ideas through investigations 
informed by contextual and other sources 
demonstrating analytical and critical understanding.

 � Refinement of ideas through experimenting and 
selecting appropriate resources, media, materials, 
techniques and processes.

 � The recording of ideas, observations and insights 
relevant to intentions in visual and/or other forms.

 � The presentation of a personal, informed and 
meaningful response demonstrating analytical and 
critical understanding, realising intentions and where 
appropriate, making connections between visual, 
written, oral and other elements.

 � Component 1: Portfolio of work - Marked out of 96 = 
60% of total marks.

 � Component 2: Externally Set Task - Marked out of 96 = 
40% of total marks.

Course Information
The GCSE specification encourages students to record and 
interpret observations creatively, through the use of a wide 
variety of materials and techniques. It develops imagination, 
sensitivity and practical skills for exploring textile art and 
fashion design.

Students will be introduced to a variety of experiences 
exploring a range of textile media, techniques and processes 
including both traditional and new technologies. You will 
work in one or more area(s) of Textile Design and may explore 
overlapping areas and combinations of areas such as those 
listed below:

 � Fashion and/or costume.

 � Printed and/or dyed materials.

 � Domestic textiles.

 � Constructed and/or applied textiles.

 � Constructed and/or stitched and/or 
embellished textiles.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
The Textiles course feeds directly into the A Level Textiles also 
available at John Port.

Possible Career Paths
The attainment of this course would be useful for future 
careers in Fashion and Textile industries; Costume and 
Theatrical design; Colourist; Embroidery designer; Knitwear 
designer; Multimedia; Teaching; Therapy and the Caring 
Professions; Retail; TV and Film; Pattern cutter; Printmaking; 
Museum and Gallery work; Restoration and Conservation etc.

Additional Information
Whilst the Textiles Department will endeavour to provide 
some materials, students may be expected at times to 
provide their own.

Quote
“Design can be Art. Design can be simple. That’s why it’s so 
complicated.” – Paul Rand

Student Quote
“I liked the freedom to play with textures and creativity. 
Imagination was my only limit.” – Jess
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Mathematics

GCSE Statistics
Faculty Contact Name
Mr S Howitt

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ sho@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Statistics is the science and, arguably, also the art of learning 
from data - an interest and an aptitude for Math is essential.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
Units include:

 � Designing investigations,

 � The Statistical Enquiry Cycle,

 � Data analysis,

 � Processing and representing data,

 � Time Series and

 � Probability.

Assessment
Students may be entered for the higher or foundation tier 
examination at the end of the course. There are two 105 
minute exam papers that are equally weighted.

Course Information
Students will learn how to analyse the world around them 
using a variety of techniques and resources.

You will develop a core statistical grounding, as well as 
transferable skills and understanding applicable to a range of 
other subjects.

Analysing and summarising data can help you see the bigger 
picture and make decisions in the future.

During the Course you will encounter many aspects of the 

real world and gain an understanding of how to judge facts 
and figures for yourself.

In Summer 2018 100% of students gained at least the 
equivalent of Grade 5, with 61% gaining a grade 7-9, 43% 
above the National Average!

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Many careers will require an understanding of statistical 
techniques. Other subject areas such as A level Economics, 
Business Studies, Politics, Mathematics, Sciences, Sociology, 
Psychology and Geography require an element of 
statistical knowledge.

Possible Career Paths
Most careers require an understanding of statistical 
techniques. Data is used to analyse performance and feeds 
in to the decision making process. Career paths could 
include Sociology, Psychology, Scientists, Health and Medical 
Professionals, Environmental Analysis, Software Developers, 
Public Sector Professionals, Business Consultants, Forensic 
Scientists, Marketing and Advertising Professionals amongst 
many others.

Additional Information
The course is delivered through classroom teaching that may 
require discussion, written work, working independently and 
in groups. Students will research an independent piece of 
work from the internet and produce a written report during 
the first year.

Quote
“Statistics is the science of learning from experience.” – Bradley 
Efron 2006

Student Quote
“Statistics will make you realise you are your own newspapers. 
It will cover every different subject and intrigue your mind 
with interests you didn’t know you had!” – Charlie W
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Physical Education

Physical Education
Faculty Contact Name
Mr H Roberts

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ hrob@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An interest in sport and physical activity. Regular 
participation in at least one sport or physical activity is 
thoroughly recommended.

Exam Board
OCR

Units Studied

 � Applied Anatomy and Physiology/Physical Training.

 � Socio-Cultural Influences/Sports Psychology/Health, 
Fitness and Well-Being.

 � Practical Activity/Analysing and Evaluating 
Performance (AEP).

Assessment
OCR GCSE PE consists of theory and practical assessments.

 � Theory assessment is in the form of two examinations 
at the end of Year 11 (each 1 hour long) which are 
worth 60% of the final GCSE grade (30% each). The 
remaining 40% of the mark is made up of the practical 
assessments (30%) and the AEP task (10%).

 � For practical assessments, students will be assessed in 
three activities. They must be from the OCR approved 
list. One sport must be a team sport, one must be an 
individual sport and the other can either be a team/
individual sport.

Course Information
The perfect GCSE subject for students who have a passion for 
sport and being physically active. Students learn interesting 
theoretical content linked to the body and mind of a 
sports performer.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
A-Level Physical Education

BTEC Sport.

Possible Career Paths
This subject is the ideal first step into the sport industry. 
It can potentially lead into a plethora of future careers 
including: Sports Coach, Sports Nutritionist, Sports Science, 
Sports Media and Journalism, Sports Physiotherapy, Sports 
Psychology, Physical Education Teacher, Sports Development/
Community Officer + many more!

Additional Information
Please be aware of the theoretical content involved with this 
course: it is not just a practically assessed subject!

Quote
“Sport has the power to change the world. It has the power 
to inspire. It has the power to unite people in a way that little 
else does. It speaks to youth in a language they understand.” – 
Nelson Mandela

Student Quote
“GCSE PE lessons are very fun and interesting. You learn a 
lot of good things about the body and you do a lot of great 
sports in the practical lessons. I think that GCSE PE is one of 
my best subjects because I have always loved sports and 
I would definitely recommend GCSE PE to anyone who 
likes sports.”
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Social Sciences

Business Studies
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs D Mahal

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ dmm@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
This course is designed to give students an understanding of 
the environment in which businesses operate and the factors 
which impact upon business activity. Students must have an 
interest in the subject and desire to learn.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied
Subject content areas:

 � 3.1 Business in the real world

 � 3.2 Influences on business

 � 3.3 Business operations

 � 3.4 Human resources

 � 3.5 Marketing

 � 3.6 Finance

Assessment
Two externally assessed exams:

 � Unit 1 covers Businesses in the real world, Human 
Resources and Operations Management.

 � Unit 2 covers Businesses in the real world, Marketing 
and Finance.

Both exams contain a multiple choice section, short style and 
longer style questions based on a case study.

Course Information
Students will apply their knowledge and understanding to 
business decision making including:

 � The interdependent nature of business activity, 
influences on business, business operations, finance, 
marketing and human resources, and how these 
interdependencies underpin business decision making.

 � How different business contexts affect 
business decisions.

 � The use and limitation of quantitative and qualitative 
data in making business decisions.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Provides progression for those wishing to continue their 
studies to GCE Business, GCE Economics, GCE Applied 
Business, and the Advanced Diploma in Business, 
Administration and Finance.

Possible Career Paths
The achievement of this course programme would be useful 
for a number of Business careers which could include:

Business Management, Finance, Retail, Marketing, Customer 
Service, Operations Management, Administration, Human 
Resources, Travel and Tourism, Public Services, Accounting, IT.

Additional Information
You will need an A4 lever arch folder.

Quote
“An entrepreneur isn’t someone who owns a business. It’s 
someone who makes things happen.”

Student Quote
“I really enjoy learning business because it is real life, relevant 
and I know it will help me in my career. I already know what 
different types of businesses there are and factors that affect 
their success.”
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Social Sciences

Philosophy, Religion, Ethics
Faculty Contact Name
Mr D Wildey

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ dwy@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
The Religious Studies GCSE offers students an opportunity to 
build on the ideas and themes that you have already studied 
in KS3.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied

 � Component 1: The study of religions - Christianity & 
Buddhism.

 � Component 2: Religious, Philosophical and Ethical 
Studies - Relationships and Families; Religion and 
Life; Religion & Crime; Religion, human rights and 
social justice.

Assessment
2 exam papers, 50% of total marks each.

Course Information
You will be challenged with questions about belief, values, 
meaning, purpose and truth, enabling them to develop their 
own attitudes towards religious issues.

You will also gain an appreciation of how religion, philosophy 
and ethics form the basis of our culture. You will develop 
analytical and critical thinking skills, the ability to work with 
abstract ideas, leadership and research skills.

The course consists of a depth study of two religions, 
Christianity and Buddhism. You will explore the life and 
teachings of both Jesus and the Buddha and how their 
followers put these beliefs into practice. As part of this, we 
intend to offer the opportunity to visit places of worship and 
meet religious believers to discuss their views.

You will then explore 4 thematic Philosophical and Ethical 
topics. These consist of:

 � Religion & Family - attitudes towards sex, marriage, 
sexuality and gender roles.

 � Religion & Life - ideas about the origins and value of 
human and animal life and how these affect attitudes 
towards abortion and euthanasia.

 � Religion & Crime - beliefs about the causes of crime 
and different methods of punishment.

 � Religion, human rights & social justice - views on 
discrimination, rights and responsibilities, exploitation 
of the poor and charity.

 � You will look at different religious views on these issues 
as well developing your own opinions.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
GCSE Religious Studies is an ideal basis for A Level Religious 
Studies. The skills you learn are also ideal in supporting any 
other Humanities subjects.

Possible Career Paths
Many employers including the police force, armed forces, 
journalism, media and broadcasting, law and the caring 
professions such as social work and nursing regard a GCSE in 
Philosophy, Religion and Ethics as a valuable qualification.

It involves a range of skills that are highly valued in the world 
of work including critical thinking, empathy and the ability to 
put forward reasoned arguments.

Additional Information
It’s a fun, sociable subject and it enables you to find out 
about other people’s views. GCSE PRE allows you to find out 
about things that you didn’t even know existed. It’s not all 
about religion.

Quote
“Science without religion is lame, religion without science is 
blind.” – Albert Einstein

Student Quote
“I didn’t know whether to take PRE but it is completely 
different to what I thought. It’s about things like When does 
life begin? and What happens when we die? which are 
really interesting.”
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Social Sciences

Sociology
Faculty Contact Name
Mr A Weightman

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ awt@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
There are no entry requirements for Sociology, students just 
need to have an interest in the subject and desire to learn.

Exam Board
WJEC

Units Studied
Key concepts and processes of cultural transmission:

 � Families.

 � Education.

 � Sociological research methods.

 � Social differentiation and stratification.

 � Crime and deviance.

 � Applied methods of sociological enquiry.

Assessment
Two, 1 hour 45 minutes examinations, each consisting of 50% 
of the qualification.

Both are written assessment with a mix of short answer, 
structured questions and extended response questions, 
all compulsory.

Course Information
GCSE Sociology is designed to provide students with 
an understanding and awareness of the social world 
around them.

You will be encouraged to explore and discuss social issues 
and to challenge taken-for-granted ideas on topics such as 
crime and the purpose of education.

We will encourage you to think sociologically in relation to 
your experience of the social world around you, so that you 
are able to play a positive, active and informed role in society.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
A-level Sociology, BTEC Health & Social Care, 
A-level Psychology.

Possible Career Paths
Social work.

Additional Information
Students will need to work for approximately one hour per 
week outside of school hours, increasing as necessary when 
exam preparation is needed.

Quote
“My students often ask me, ‘What is sociology?’ And I tell them 
- It’s the study of the way in which human beings are shaped 
by things that they don’t see.” – Sam R

Student Quote
“It opens your eyes and answers questions you have about 
why things happen”.
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Technologies

Computer Science
Faculty Contact Name
Mr A Smith

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ as@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An interest in the workings of computer systems beyond the 
normal day to day usage of computers. An analytical frame of 
mind. Enjoy puzzles and problem solving.

In order to demonstrate the level of understanding needed 
for programming concepts it would normally be expected 
that you will be expecting to get a grade 5 or above in maths. 
If you would like to discuss this, please contact Mr A Smith.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied

 � Fundamentals of algorithms.

 � Programming.

 � Fundamentals of data representation.

 � Computer systems.

 � Fundamentals of computer networks.

 � Fundamentals of cyber security.

 � Ethical, legal and environmental impacts of digital 
technology on wider society, including issues 
of privacy.

 � Aspects of software development.

Assessment
Paper 1: Computational thinking and problem solving.

1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE.

Questions:

 � A mix of questions assessing your practical problem 
solving and computational thinking skills.

 � Paper 2: Theory.

Written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes, 80 marks, 50% of GCSE.

Questions:

 � A mix of multiple choice, short answer, longer 
answer and extended response questions assessing 
theoretical knowledge.

 � NEA task to show problem solving and coding ability.

Course Information
You have been a ‘user of software, computers, phones, games 
consoles etc.’ for years, but it is now becoming obvious that 
there is a void in the country for designing and making 
these devices and programs. As well as general computing 
principles, during this course you will have the opportunity to 
further develop your programming skills and the structures 
common to most programming languages.

This is a course that has real relevance in our modern world. 
While you may no doubt already have some knowledge of 
computers and related areas, the course will give you an 
in-depth understanding of how computer technology works 
and a look at what goes on “behind the scenes”.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
This course could lead onto A level Computer Science and 
eventually into a career in the vast Computer industry.

Apprenticeships in this area are also becoming available.

Recent news stories have indicated a need for more 
programmers and Cyber Security experts so this course 
represents a good start in this field.

Possible Career Paths
Software Developer, Computer Programmer, Game/VR/
AR developer, Network Engineer, Web Developer, Database 
Administrator, Systems Analyst, Digital Marketing Manager.

Additional Information
Access to computer that can run Python.

Quote
“The internet will never take off... – A Smith 1988, “OK! I was 
wrong.” - A Smith 2018

Student Quote
“YES it works... finally. What a great feeling.” – Lizzy
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Technologies

i Media
Faculty Contact Name
Mr A Smith

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ as@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An ambition, focus and interest in ICT and 
creative technology.

Exam Board
OCR - Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2

Units Studied

 � R081 Pre-production skills - Written paper:

This unit will enable learners to understand preproduction 
skills used in the creative and digital media sector. It will 
develop their understanding and techniques that form part of 
the planning and creation process.

 � R082 Digital Graphics - Coursework:

Learners will understand the purpose and properties of digital 
graphics, and know where and how they are used. They will 
be able to plan the creation and create new digital graphics 
using a range of editing techniques.

 � R085 Multipage Website - Coursework:

This unit will enable learners to demonstrate their creativity 
by combining components to create a functional, intuitive 
and aesthetically pleasing multipage and multimedia website.

 � R090 Digital Photography - Coursework:

Learners will learn about different types of digital 
photographic equipment, features and settings used in digital 
photography, how to plan a photo shoot and how to present 
their portfolios.

Assessment

 � The course consists of three courseworks which 
equates to 75% of the qualification.

 � A written examination on pre-production skills makes 
the final 25%.

Course Information
Do you enjoy using technology to create digital content?

Digital Media plays an important part in many areas of 
our everyday lives and is also an important part of the 
UK economy. There is a demand from employers for an 
increasingly skilled and technically literate workforce as more 
and more media products are produced digitally.

Cambridge Nationals in Creative i-Media provide students 
with specific and transferable skills and a solid foundation 
in understanding and applying this subject, whether it is in 
employment or higher education.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
The course will provide you with an essential foundation for 
further study in this field, especially courses specific to the 
use of technology in the media industry such as Cambridge 
Technical Level 3 Digital Media.

Possible Career Paths
Graphic Designer, Web Developer, Animator, Photographer, 
Video Editor, Social Media Manager, Marketing Manager, 
Project Manager to name but a few.

Additional Information
The school has recently invested in professional equipment 
for photography and video capture so students can 
experience industrial practices first hand.

Quote
“Digital design is like a painting, except the paint never dries.” 
– Neville Brody

Student Quote
“I like how I can express myself in this subject. It has given me 
the opportunity that I really enjoy. I love using the equipment 
such as the DSLR cameras and greenscreens.” – Vicky
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Technologies

Food Preparation & Nutrition
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs D Monaghan

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ dm@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
You need to have an interest in Food and Nutrition, a real 
desire to cook and try new foods and ideas.

Exam Board
AQA

Units Studied

 � Unit 1 - Examination 50% of GCSE. Covers nutrition and 
how food is cooked.

 � Unit 2 - Non Exam Assessment (NEA), 50%, covers 
practical work and assesses cooking skills.

Assessment

 � Unit 1 - Examination taken in year 11 and assessed by 
the exam board.

 � Unit 2 - two tasks completed in year 11 and marked by 
your teacher and moderated by the exam board.

 � Task 1 - Food Science Investigation 15% - you may carry 
out experiments to see which ingredients make the 
best pastry (one example).

 � Task 2 - Food Preparation Exam 35% - the chance to 
show what you can cook in a single 3 hour exam.

Course Information
This is a GCSE for you if you love to cook, be creative and are 
interested in health.

There are so many career links or, this could be the subject 
you select because you know you will do much better in a 
subject you enjoy.

You will cook at least once a week and enjoy learning those 
skills so important for your future.

If you enjoyed Food at KS3, you will love it at KS4!

Further Learning Beyond KS4
This GCSE links well to future food and health courses. It is 
valued by colleges and future employers for the practical life 
skills and organisational skills learned during the course.

Possible Career Paths
Useful subject for: a dietician, Food teacher, Environmental 
Health, Food Microbiologist, Marketing, Catering, Food 
Manufacturing, working in Health Care, useful support to PE.

Additional Information
The main food practical exam is on a topic that you choose 
for yourself, which means that you could link it in with a 
future career, or simply make a selection based on enjoyment.

Quote
“Every child should be taught to cook in school... This could 
be the first generation where the kids teach the parents.” – 
Jamie Oliver believes in Food and Nutrition!

Student Quote
“This is my favourite GCSE. I love cooking and work hard 
because I enjoy it. We are more relaxed in Food lessons and 
this is the one GCSE I know I will use for the rest of my life.” – 
Rachel P
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Technologies

Cambridge National 
Health & Social Care
Faculty Contact Name
Mrs D Monaghan

Faculty Contact Email
 ƻ dm@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An interest in social sciences, psychology and people in 
general will support this course.

Exam Board
OCR - Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2

Units Studied

 � RO21 Essential Values of Care with Individuals in 
Care Settings.

 � RO22 Communication Skills in Care and Early 
Years Settings.

 � RO25 Understanding Life Stages.

 � RO27 Creative Activities to Support Individuals in 
HSC Settings.

Assessment

 � RO21 is assessed externally by the exam board at the 
end of year 11.

 � RO22, RO25 and RO27 are assessed internally by staff 
throughout year 10 and 11 and moderated by the 
exam board.

PLEASE NOTE: assessment starts within the first half term of 

this course and is continuous.

Course Information
This course is fantastic for those who enjoy learning 
about people.

Every lesson is active OR coursework based, so different from 
usual GCSEs. You need to have an opinion to take this course 
and be prepared to voice it.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
BTEC Health and Social Care, A Level Psychology, Sociology.

Possible Career Paths
Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy, Social Work, 
Pharmacy, Teaching, Working with Special Need or disabilities, 
entry to sixth form.

Additional Information
Being aware of and interested in what is happening in the 
news is crucial for development of subject knowledge which 
is relevant. Visits to settings (nursing homes, nurseries) in your 
own time is always useful.

Quote
“Studying Health and Social Care has led me to complete a 
degree in Psychology at the University of Leeds, then on to a 
fulfilling teaching career in Spain and the UK.” – Mrs Wild.

Student Quote
“Health and Social Care is about real life. Lessons are different 
and we have lots of visitors. It is really enjoyable.” – Lucy B.
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Technologies

Engineering Design
Faculty Contact Name
Mr M Doherty

Faculty Contact Email
mdy@Johnport.Derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Engineering Design is an alternative to GCSE Product Design 
that follows a similar course content but has more structure 
for the Design Process aimed at students who have a target 
grade of 1-5.

Exam Board
OCR - Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2

Units Studied
Unit 1 - R105 Design briefs, design specifications and user 
requirements exam:

This is a written examination paper that is set and marked by 
OCR. The exam lasts for 1 hour - 60 marks.

This unit provides the opportunity for students to develop 
their understanding of design briefs and design specifications 
for the development of products. Through research and 
practical activities, students will understand how consumer 
requirements and market opportunities inform design briefs. 
Students will understand the design process through study of 
the design cycle, existing product and life cycle analysis, study 
of new and improved materials and manufacturing processes, 
and how these and other factors influence a design solution.

Unit 2 - R106 Product analysis and research:

Student’s develop creativity and critical analysis through 
understanding the principles behind good design. They 
consider what makes a good product sell by analysing 
existing solutions. On completion, students will understand 
how to perform effective product analysis and evaluation 
through research, product assembly and disassembly 
procedures to appreciate product design features.

Unit 3 - R107 Developing & presenting engineering designs:

Students generate design ideas using a mixture of detailed 
hand rendering and computer-based presentation 
techniques, including computer aided design in 2D and 
3D. Students gain skills in annotation and labelling, such 
as showing key features, functions, dimensions, materials, 
construction/manufacture methods.

On completion of this unit, students will have developed 
knowledge and understanding of how to communicate 
design ideas through hand rendering and computer 
based techniques.

Unit 4 - R108 3D design realisation:

This unit requires students to apply practical skills to produce 

a prototype product or model using craft-based modelling 
materials alongside computer-controlled or rapid prototyping 
processes. Students will produce a prototype product in the 
form of a model and test design ideas in a practical context, 
to inform further development utilising more complex 
production processes.

Assessment

 � R105 25% - Design briefs, design specifications and 
user requirements exam.

 � R106 25% - Product analysis and research.

 � R107 25% - Developing and presenting 
engineering designs.

 � R108 25% - 3D design realisation.

Course Information
The 4 units are weighted at 25% each. This equates to 75% of 
the course assessed via coursework and 25% of the course via 
the written examination.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
In conjunction with Engineering System Control or 
Engineering Manufacture students can progress to the Level 
3 Cambridge Technical Diploma qualification at John Port 
School (entry criteria permitting) or apprenticeships in the 
Engineering sector.

Possible Career Paths
Engineering and manufacturing is one of the UK’s broadest 
sectors, with specialist branches in a number of areas. 
Mechanical, electrical, electronic, chemical and software 
engineers are particularly sought after, with design, 
production and maintenance opportunities existing in 
numerous industries.

Additional Information
Students will be asked to make a contribution in the region 
of £10.00 at the start of each year of the course to cover the 
material and component costs throughout the course.

Quote
“Manufacturing is more than just putting parts together. It’s 
coming up with ideas, testing principles and perfecting the 
engineering, as well as final assembly.” – James Dyson

Student Quote
“I loved DT at KS3, this course just feels like a natural 
progression where we can fully utilise the high level skills 
learnt todate in DT, with an Engineering focus.”
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Technologies

Engineering Manufacture
Faculty Contact Name
Mr M Doherty

Faculty Contact Email
mdy@Johnport.Derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An interest in pursuing a career in Engineering via 
apprenticeships or through studying Cambridge Technical 
Level 3 Diploma in Engineering at John Port Sixth Form.

Exam Board
OCR - Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2

Units Studied

 � Unit 1 - R109: Engineering materials, processing 
and production:

This is a written examination paper that is set and marked by 
OCR. The exam lasts for 1 hour - 60 marks.

This unit will develop student’s knowledge and 
understanding of engineering materials and processes, and 
their application in the manufacture of engineered products.

 � Unit 2 - R110: Preparing and planning for manufacture:

This unit enables students to apply appropriate processes 
for making pre-production products using the centre lathe, 
hand-held tools, measuring and marking equipment safely. 
Students will also carry out manually controlled machining 
operations such as drilling, turning and milling and perform 
quality control checks.

 � Unit 3 - R111: Computer Aided Manufacture:

Students will develop their understanding of computer 
applications in the design and manufacture of engineered 
products and know the procedures for setting up the CNC 
lathe to produce a batch of 5 identical products to the 
required specification.

 � Unit 4 - R112: Quality control of engineered products:

This unit will develop students’ knowledge and 
understanding of techniques and procedures used to ensure 
the quality of engineered products.

Assessment

 � R109 25% - Written Exam.

 � R110 25% - Preparing & Planning for Manufacture 
(Lathe).

 � R111 25% - Computer Controlled Manufacture (CNC).

 � R112 25% - Quality Control of Engineered Products.

Course Information
The 4 units are weighted at 25% each. This equates to 75% of 
the course assessed via coursework and 25% of the course via 
the written examination.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Students on this course will naturally progress on to the Level 
3 Cambridge Technical Diploma qualification at John Port 
School (entry criteria permitting) or apprenticeships in the 
Engineering sector.

Possible Career Paths
The rise of apprenticeships, as well as career and work 
experience opportunities within engineering companies, are 
helping to supply the 124,000 skilled workers needed to keep 
up with demand in the sector between now and 2024.

Popular sectors within Engineering training and employment 
include: Aerospace, Architecture, Automotive, Building 
services, Construction, Defence, Manufacturing, Marine, 
Mechanical, Power, Rail, Research and development & 
Transportation.

Additional Information
Students will be asked to make a contribution in the region 
of 10.00 at the start of each year of the course to cover the 
material and component costs throughout the course.

Quote
“Engineers like to solve problems. If there are no problems 
available, they will create their own problems.” – Scott Adams

Student Quote
“I would recommend taking Engineering manufacturing 
because you gain a variety of different skills and it also 
allows you to gain an understanding of how different day 
to day items are created and the process that go into them.” 
– Kaycee R

“I loved studying Engineering and the depth of information 
we covered. I could not believe how much information 
from this course came up whilst on interview for a Graduate 
Scheme Apprenticeship at Rolls Royce, most candidates had 
no idea - I got the job! Thank you for running Engineering at 
John Port.” – Molly B
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Technologies

Engineering Systems & Control
Faculty Contact Name
Mr M Doherty

Faculty Contact Email
mdy@Johnport.Derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
An interest in pursuing a career in Engineering via 
apprenticeships or through studying Cambridge Technical 
Level 3 Diploma in Engineering at John Port Sixth Form.

Exam Board
OCR - Cambridge Nationals Level 1/2

Units Studied

 � Unit 1 - R113: Electronic Principles:

This is a written examination paper that is set and marked 
by OCR. The exam lasts for 1 hour - 60 marks & consists of 
two sections. Students will gain knowledge of how basic 
electronic circuits operate, and understand how to measure 
and calculate circuits and their component values as well as 
how to test circuits.

 � Unit 2 - R114: Simulate, construct and test 
electronic circuit:

Students will be introduced to a range of circuits and will 
then be required to design, simulate, manufacture and 
test a printed circuit board to undertake a specific industry 
related task.

 � Unit 3 - R115: Engineering applications of computers:

This unit explores how computers are used within 
engineering industries to design and manufacture 
new products with Computer Aided Design (CAD), 
Computer Aided Manufacture (CAM), the use of automate 
manufacturing such as Programmable Logic Controllers (PLC) 
and Programmable Interface Controller (PIC).

 � Unit 4 - R116: Process control systems:

Students will develop knowledge and understanding of 
the design, simulation and testing of microprocessor/ 
microcontroller control systems and consider how a 
systems design problem is best solved through the use of 
appropriate sensor, transducer and programmable logic 
controllers (PLC)/programmable interface controllers (PIC) 
devices. Students are required to test the performance of 

their design system and be able to transfer their program to a 
programmable device.

Assessment

 � R113 25% - Electronic Principles Exam.

 � R114 25% - Circuit Simulation Unit.

 � R115 25% - Engineering Applications of 
Computers Unit.

 � R116 25% - Process Control Systems Unit.

Course Information
The 4 units are weighted at 25% each. This equates to 75% of 
the course assessed via coursework and 25% of the course via 
the written examination.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Students on this course will naturally progress on to the Level 
3 Cambridge Technical Diploma qualification at John Port 
School (entry criteria permitting) or apprenticeships in the 
Engineering sector.

Possible Career Paths
Mechanical, electrical, electronic, chemical and software 
engineers are particularly sought after, with design, 
production and maintenance opportunities existing in 
numerous industries.

Popular sectors within Engineering training and employment 
include: Aerospace, Automotive, Defence, Electrical, 
Electronics, Manufacturing, Power, Rail, Research and 
development & Telecoms, Digital Communications & 
Networks, Transportation.

Additional Information
Students will be asked to make a contribution in the region 
of 10.00 at the start of each year of the course to cover the 
material and component costs throughout the course.

Quote
“Design is a funny word. Some people think design means 
how it looks. But of course, if you dig deeper, it’s really how it 
works.”  – Steve jobs

Student Quote
“I now just look at things differently, the way things work that 
we usually overlook is amazing”
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Technologies

Design & Technology 
(Product Design)
Faculty Contact Name
Mr M Doherty

Faculty Contact Email
mdy@Johnport.Derbyshire.sch.uk

Course Prerequisites
Students will need to have a flair and talent to 
independently undertake a design challenge using a range 
of design and practical skills to develop a working and 
imaginative prototype.

This course is specifically aimed towards students that have 
a target grade of 5-9 and an aptitude for Maths as 15% of the 
exam will assess Mathematical skills.

Exam Board
OCR

Units Studied

 � Unit 01 Examination Element Principles of Design & 
Technology:

This consists of a 2 hour written examination, which is split 
into two sections:

The first section focuses on pupils’ core Design & Technology 
knowledge linked to the subject.

The second section focuses on pupils’ in-depth knowledge, in 
one main area from the following: Natural and manufactured 
timber Ferrous and non-ferrous metals Thermo and 
thermosetting polymers.

Core principles equate to approximately 60% and In-
depth knowledge equates to approximately 40% of the 
exam. A minimum of 15% of the paper will assess students’ 
mathematical skills.

 � Unit 03 Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) - Iterative 
Design Challenge:

This piece of coursework focuses around a contextual 
challenge, undertaken in controlled conditions. These are 
released to schools in the June of Year 10. The coursework 
consists of three sections; Explore, Create and Evaluate.

Assessment

 � 50% Examination (Unit 01)

 � 50% NEA (Unit 03)

Course Information
Students will be encouraged to design and make products 
independently with creativity and originality, using a range of 
materials (woods, metals, plastics, and more) and techniques.

Students will learn and develop designing skills; analysing 
existing products, looking at the customer’s needs and 
generating design solutions using a range of graphic 
techniques and ICT through Computer Aided Design.

Students will then be taught how to realise these designs; 
developing their knowledge of tools/equipment and 
processes to produce quality products by working accurately 
and efficiently in terms of materials, time and components.

Further Learning Beyond KS4
Students studying Design & Technology at GCSE generally 
go on to study the Linear A Level Design and Technology 
Product Design. John Port has a proud tradition of Product 
Design at A-level, and many students then go on to study 
Product Design or Engineering at Degree level. Other 
students’ study art, engineering and design courses at college.

Possible Career Paths
Product/industrial Design, Engineering Furniture Design.

The course would supplement careers that involve 
problem solving.

Additional Information
Students will be asked to make a contribution in the region 
of 10.00 at the start of each year of the course to cover the 
material and component costs throughout the course.

Quote
“The designers today should not help to produce more  they 
have to help produce fewer and better things.” – Philippe 
Starck

Student Quote
“DT is one of those subject that you don’t just do, you develop 
a love and a passion for - helps the DT staff are awesome too” 
– Jake P
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Advice and Recommendations
Please be advised the choices made are preferences only, 
whilst we will always endeavour to satisfy student choices 
please be aware of the following:

Option choices made must be in line within the criteria of 
Pathway A/B.

For a course to run a viable number of students need to 
have opted to study the subject. Unfortunately we cannot 
guarantee that every subject will run, and we will not be in a 
position to make this decision until student’s have expressed 
their interest through their choices.

The option choices made must be workable under the 
school timetabling and blocking constraints.

Internal vetting for choice and course suitability will need to 
be undertaken.

Faculty leaders will need to review choices and 
indicate suitability.

Final option choices will be confirmed once all internal 
administration has taken place.

Exam boards sometimes make changes to the content of 
courses, information contained within this guide is correct at 
time of production, however this may be subject to change 
at any point.

Contact Information
Contacts for further advice and information:

Vice Principal (Curriculum) Mrs A Vann ava@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Assistant Principal (Data & Progress) Mr T Crowther tcc@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Head of Year 9 Mr D Barry djb@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Student Support Mrs K Thomas kth@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Directors of Faculty:

English Mrs A Swift aswi@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Mathematics Miss A Smith als@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Science Mrs C Cox cco@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Modern Foreign Languages (MFL) Mrs F McMillian fmm@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Performance Mr A Mitchell am@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Social Sciences Mr A Weightman awt@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Technologies Mr B Croft bc@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

It is not recommended that students study more than one 
design option:

(Fine Art, Design Technology, Engineering, Food and Nutrition)

Unless you are very secure in your desire to undertake these 
subjects at Post-16 and as a future career.

You are understand and are comfortable with the demands 
placed upon you through the coursework aspects of these 
subject, as they often demand a higher level of commitment 
beyond school hours.

You will only be able to study the Modern Foreign Language at 
KS4 that you undertook at KS3.

Talented linguists and those students considering a career in 
languages may consider two languages GCSEs, however it is 
not recommended you study dual Modern Foreign Languages, 
unless you are a gifted linguist.

Computer Science is a very mathematical GCSE and is 
recommended for students with an interest in coding and an 
aptitude for mathematics (target Grade of 5 or above in Maths 
is advised).

Fine Art & Textile Design cannot be taken together as these are 
variations of the same course.

All students will follow a weekly non-examined Physical 
Education Programme - this will not award a GCSE grade.
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