Spring Term 2019
Dear Parents and Carers,
The time has come to wish the Year 11 and Year 13 students well as they embark on the exam season.
The students have been fully engaged in their learning and revision and we are looking forward to them
having the chance to showcase their knowledge. It has been fantastic working with the students in
preparation for their examinations as I wish each and every one of them the best of luck during the next
few weeks.
I am very pleased to be able to share with you our new Partnership with the Derby Japanese School.
The school has 129 students who are taught on Saturdays and from September 2019 they will be taught
at John Port Spencer Academy. The students range from age 3 to 18, so we look forward to welcoming
them and working with them in the next Academic Year.
You may be aware that we have changed the vehicle access at the front of the Academy following
safety concerns in the bus park with buses reversing. We have opened the gate on the turning circle to
allow cars to pull in off the main road when dropping off students. Please do not stop on the main road,
at the crossing or in the entrance to the bus park to allow students to disembark, as this provides a major hazard for other road users and pedestrians. As the weather improves I would like to encourage our
students to walk or use public transport to reduce the congestion.
The uniform in September will remain as it is currently except for the school skirt. As discussed last year
we have ongoing issues regarding very short skirts. From September 2019, the school skirt for all year
groups is a pleated black skirt to the knee. This change to uniform was shared with all parents last year
so no exceptions will be made. Girls can continue to wear trousers. The boys’ uniform is unchanged.
The students have been outstanding ambassadors throughout this term both in academic and sporting
achievement. The school production of the Beauty and the Beast was outstanding and it is wonderful to
see so many students involved at all levels. The Science Department have entered students in the RSC
Schools Analyst Competition at Keele University and our students took second place - well done to all
involved. The maths challenge was also an incredible success this year with our largest number of students awarded top prizes and Jack in Year 10 was in the top 1.5% Nationally which is an incredible
achievement. Well Done Jack.
The annual Well Dressing will be taking place in Etwall next weekend. The lake is full of well dressing
boards in preparation so we have some confused ducks! I wish all entrants the best of luck for their displays and hope the weather is kind.

Mrs K Squire
Principal

Visualisers – thank you to the PTA

NCS Champion School

The English Faculty would like to thank the PTA
for the Visualisers that have recently been purchased. These allow text from a book to be displayed onto the computer and whiteboard so
that the class can see it.

Mrs Lowndes attended the National Citizen Service
awards evening on
13th February – our
Year 11 cohort of
2017/18 won GOLD!
Sixty-eight of our students participated in
the programme and
engaged in some
fantastic community
projects.

Founders Day
On Friday 8th March members of the school choir
took part in a joint service with members of Repton
School and Foremark Hall Preparatory School. This
was to celebrate the life of John Port, who founded Repton School and after whom our school is
named. Members of the three choirs rehearsed the
songs individually culminating with a joint rehearsal
at St. Helen’s Church, Etwall.

Absence
Parents must contact school on the absence
line or email address:
attendance@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
by
8.45 am every morning if their child is absent.
Please do not text in or reply by text to the Attendance Welfare Officer as these messages
will not be received.
If you are able to state the timespan involved,
for example 1 week in hospital, then you need
only make one call and we will contact you for
updates. If the absence is for illness, please
state the student name, form and brief description of symptoms. In this instance please send
an absence note to the form tutor on your
child’s return to school.
If you wish to request leave of absence for anything other than a medical appointment or illness please print the Leave of Absence form
found on our website and return to the Attendance Office.
Every student is set a target of achieving a minimum of 97% attendance.
Please help them to achieve this by reducing
absence from school for appointments, day
trips, holidays etc. as these are likely to be unauthorised and could result in a penalty notice.

Giselle with the
English Youth Ballet
Year 9 students Eloise
Campion and Ruby
Molloy performed in
Giselle with the English
Youth Ballet on Friday
and Saturday (1 & 2
March) at the Regent
Theatre in Stoke on
Trent.
English Youth Ballet
puts on full-length ballets with the amazing
professional principal
dancers joined by 100
young
dancers
aged from 8 to 18.
Both Eloise and Ruby
auditioned, were successful and were chosen for roles that saw
them dancing en pointe. They went through a rigorous rehearsal period before performing the
show on Friday evening, Saturday afternoon and
Saturday evening. Well done girls!

Property
All student property should be named. Any lost
property will be sent to Student Services in Ashbourne building. Any items that are unclaimed
will be disposed of after three months.

Enrichment Day 4 – 28th March 2019
Enrichment Day 4 took place on Thursday 28th March and allowed students to engage with and experience
a range of lessons and presentations on some very important topics. Year 7 through to Year 10 received an
important presentation from the police on Knife Crime. Other topics that were delivered throughout the day were about being resilient and dealing with conflict, Healthy eating, Healthy Relationships
cyber bullying and financial education.
One of the main focus area during the day and during this half
term has been ‘Kindness’. The new Ofsted framework will be focusing heavily on the ‘Culture of the school’ and how respectful students are towards each other, and how respectful staff and students are towards one another. Whilst many aspects of school encourage being respectful and responsible we have started to work
specifically on Kindness. This started with Miss Jones delivering an
assembly to all students on Compassion and Kindness this halfterm. To add to this, during Enrichment day 4 every year group
received a lesson on Kindness with some amazing work taking
place. An example of this was a ‘Kindness postcard’ that the
Year 7 students were working on. A member of staff was handed
one of these postcards because a Year 7 student witnessed
them picking up some litter and gave it to them! There were other examples of random acts of Kindness that took place throughout the day. We want more of our students to look for active
ways to be kind and thoughtful to others.

Prefect News – Spring Term
In January and February our Year 12 and 13 Prefects were involved in Mental Health Training facilitated by
CAMHS. This gave our older students the opportunity to learn more about how to recognise mental health
symptoms and identify positive ways to challenge stereotypes and stigma around this important issue. The
Prefect Team went onto raise over £500 for Young Minds through a dress down day, cake sale and raffle.
In February, our Year 11 Prefect Team also participated in the CAMHS mental health training focusing on recognising and managing stress and anxiety.
To celebrate Women’s Month in March, our Sixth Form Charity Captain partnered with the charity RED BOX
to provide free sanitary products for our female students in over 6 different locations in school.
We also saw the launch of a Student led LGBTQ club in March.
Our Year 10 Prefect Team attended a full day of anti-bullying training focusing on the causes and consequences of bullying behaviour. Our Prefects devised their own campaigns that will launch in the Summer
Term
In April, our Year 7 Prefect Team have led a campaign to take extra pride in our school grounds with the BIG
CLEAN UP. They have joined forces with our Sixth Form Prefects to clear the school of litter and plastic in an
attempt to make our school environment clean, tidy and presentable for all.

Student I.D Cards for Academic Year 2019/2020
ALL students must keep their I.D card for use in September. The usual replacement charge of £2.00 is applicable if the card needs to be replaced. Only students starting in September in Years 7, 10 or 12 will be issued
with a new I.D. card. These will be produced when the new school photographs are available. The old card
must be used until then.

Friday 19th July - 2.00pm Finish
Friday 19th July is the last day of this academic year, and school will finish early for students at
2.00pm. School bus services will arrive early to collect students who normally travel by bus. If you
are unable to collect your child or have no provision for them at home, please let the school office
know by Thursday 18th July so that provision can be arranged for your child to stay in school until
3.25pm. If your child does stay in school until 3.25pm however, please be aware that there will be
no school bus transport available at the end of the day.

Governors Update
The John Port Spencer Academy local governing board was formed in May 2018, so has been in place for
almost a year now. During this time, the governing board has worked closely with Karen Squire (Principal) in
order to move the Academy forwards.
A Health and Safety (to include Safeguarding) Committee has been formed as well as a Student Progress
Committee, so that the governing board is kept up to date on a regular basis. The board also have three full
meetings each year (one each term) and will meet again at the end of May.

If you would like to contact the governing body, please email clerktogovernors@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk.
Mrs Bradbury, Clerk to Governors

Maths Challenge Success
On the 7th February our best mathematicians in Years 9, 10 and 11 were entered for the UK Maths Trust Intermediate Maths Challenge. We were over the moon with the results: this must be our best year yet. The top
40% of entries across the country receive gold, silver and bronze certificates and our students were awarded
17 gold, 40 silver and 39 bronze certificates. In addition to this around 1500 of the highest performers across
the country are invited to take part in the Intermediate Mathematical Olympiad. Well done Tyler and Jack
who have qualified for this.
The Kangaroo is a competition aimed at promoting mathematics across the world and around 50 countries
take part. Around 8000 are invited to take part following the Intermediate Challenge. Fourteen of our students have been invited. Well done to Samuel, Eloise, Jack, Benjamin, Matthew, Libby, Sian, Luke, Robert,
Charlie, Harry, Connor, Rowan and Swithun.
An example of a Maths Challenge question is below:

You can find the answer on the back page.

Colour Run
The Colour Run on Friday 12th April was a superb event
that students seemed to really engage with. £1208.41
was raised! The event was held on the school field and
students ran a distance of 3k through a haze of colour.
It was great to see so many students involved and we
hope to see more in future years. All profits raised from
the event will be equally shared between the PTA and
the Douglas MacMillan Foundation.
A huge thank you to Mr Roberts and the PTA for organising the event.

Sixth Form Spring Term News
It has been a very busy Spring Term for the Sixth Form, which started with eighty-eight of our Year 13 students
submitting their University Applications by the deadline of the 15 th January 2019 – a huge thank to the Year 13
form tutors, subject teachers and Mrs Barnett for their support. To further support both our university applicants
and their parents the first ‘University Finance Presentation for University Applicants’ was delivered by the University of Derby at John Port Spencer Academy and was well attended by both students and parents.
The Sixth Form students have supported a number of charities this term, raising money through cake sales and
non-uniforms days. The Charities have included Comic Relief, Young Minds and The Red Box Project and students also participated in the JPSA Colour run. Sixth Form students have taken part in a variety of extra curricula activities this term. These have included The Legal Apprenticeship Competition and the Year 12 team has
successfully completed all three tasks and are currently waiting on the results, which we hope to hear on the
10 May 2019. Following a talk given by Catherine Rowley (School Liaison Officer at Murray Edwards College)
over thirty students attended the annual Oxbridge Conference and could choose from a wide range of talks
to find out more about applying and studying at Oxford and Cambridge. Most recently, Year 12 Chemistry
students came second in the Royal Society of Chemistry School’s Analyst Competition at Keele University
In addition to the link the Sixth Form has with the Royal Derby Hospital for mealtime volunteers John Port Sixth
Form is now working with Etwall Primary School to enable our Sixth Form students to gain valuable work experience. With the help and support of Mr Richard Ormiston (Deputy Head teacher at Etwall Primary School), we
now have five students enjoying work experience at the local primary school.
The Sixth Form would like to thank the University Hospitals of Derby & Burton NHS Foundation Trust for speaking
to the students about their role. This resulted in number of students applying to become members of the Trust.
In addition, Liam Kellecher from Staffordshire University led an informative assembly on the Higher Education
Exhibition, which is being held on Friday 7th June at Staffordshire University, which we encourage Year 12 students to attend. Year 12 students have led their year group assemblies this term and have covered a variety
of themes including an excellent presentation on the arguments for and against BREXIT and a Pop Quiz to end
the Spring Term on!
In sport, the Sixth Form Team successfully won their County Cup quarterfinal football game away at Derby
Moor and reached the semi-final, where they unfortunately lost to Repton. Some of our Sixth Form students
have also benefitted from the TASS Programme (Talented Athlete Sponsorship Scheme) which is run by the
University of Derby. As part of the Sixth Form Enrichment Programme, The Derby and Derbyshire Road Safety
Partnership delivered a series of workshops to the Year 12 students during their Enrichment Day in February.
Many of our Year 12 students will become young drivers during the next 12 months; the focus of the day was
to support them in becoming safe road users.
After a busy term, the hard work continued into the Easter holidays, as there were a number of Easter Revision
sessions being offered for the Year 13 students in preparation of their forthcoming A Levels. A big thank you to
the teachers who ran the sessions during the Easter holidays.
Caroline Randall -Head of Sixth Form

Term Dates for Academic Year 2019-20
Term 1
Term 2

Monday 2nd September 2019*
Monday

4th

Monday

6th

Term 4

Monday

24th

Term 5

Monday 20th April 2020

- Friday 22nd May 2020

Term 6

Monday 1st June 2020

- Monday 20th July 2020*

Term 3

November 2019

- Friday 25th October 2019*

January 2020
February 2020

- Friday

20th

December 2019

- Friday

14th

February 2020

- Friday

3rd

* Note INSET days

April 2020

There will be a phased start to the academic year:
Wednesday 4th September 2019: Years 7, 10 and 12 will come into the Academy.
Thursday 5th September 2019: All Year groups to attend the Academy.
INSET Days: Monday 2nd September 2019, Tuesday 3rd September 2019, Friday 25th October 2019 and
Monday 20th July 2020. One INSET Day is still to be confirmed

Summer Examinations 2019
Things to remember:


Make sure to use your LEGAL name on all exam papers—exam boards are
charging approximately £40 for changes to certificates.



Make sure you know when and where all of your examinations are.



Be punctual—arrive at least 15 minutes before the start of each exam.
Students not in their seat at the start of the exam will be marked as late.



Bring your student I.D card to ALL of your examinations.



Bring a BLACK PEN with your equipment in a CLEAR pencil case or bag.



Only water in a clear, screw top plastic bottle, with the label removed is
allowed.



If you will not be attending an examination, please contact the
Examinations Office immediately—Tel: 01283 291018 Ext: 3112



No mobile phones, MP3/4 players, watches (any type) or other devices
that can link to the internet.



No other unauthorised material.



No hats, caps or hoodies.



If you have these items you may be disqualified from the exam.

Examinations Contingency Day
As part the 2019 exam timetable all examination boards will now have a ‘contingency day’.
For this year the date given is Wednesday 26th June which means that all students will need to make
sure they remain available up to and including that day in case the exam boards need to use it. The
decision comes following some tragic events, namely the Manchester attacks and the Grenfell Tower
fire. JCQ have decided that they need the option to postpone an exam in the event of an incident
and rearrange for a later day to allow students a fair and equal chance.
If you have any questions about this please speak to the relevant year team or contact the Exams Office.

Uniform Expectations
Academy Uniform for Years 7 -11
The Academy’s uniform suppliers can provide a whole uniform (apart from shoes) that meets uniform requirements. Details of designated suppliers are included in this booklet and on the Academy
website. Items with the Academy logo can only be purchased from one of our suppliers.
Items purchased from other suppliers must meet the Academy's uniform requirements.
Compulsory items:

John Port blazer

John Port tie

Stitched down knife pleated black skirts that must be fitted to the knee. Suppliers will advise
on acceptable length and fitting. Please note that from September 2019, only the pleated
skirt will be allowed






Plain white firm collared formal shirt/blouse that will accommodate a tie comfortably (both
long and short sleeves are acceptable). Shirts are worn tucked into trousers or skirt
Black trousers – plain, formal, tailored and full length
Socks – plain black or white
Tights – plain black tights
Formal black school shoes – plain, flat.

The following items are strictly not allowed:

Gilets

Hoodies (other than the uniform item for PE)

Tight fitting trousers/leggings/black jeans/chinos

Short skirts/fashion skirts/stretchy or clingy fabrics

Decorative buttons/external zips/fashion wear

Long/baggy/‘boyfriend’ cardigans

Patterned tights

Trainers, including trainers that are all black (e.g. Converse, Vans, Nike, Adidas etc.)/
plimsolls/casual shoes/coloured or patterned shoes/high heels/fashion boots.
Additional Information

Coats – there is no ‘uniform’ coat. Students may wear a coat of their choice during the winter months, but this must not have obtrusive/offensive logos or be heavily decorated

Students will be allowed to remove their blazer in classrooms if they become too warm

In the interests of safety, students may remove their blazer in laboratories and workshops.
Long hair must be tied back in laboratories and workshops, aprons must also be worn

Jewellery – students may wear a watch, one pair of small stud earrings and/or one small
item of religious jewellery. Students may not wear any other decorative piercings to the
face or body whilst in the Academy

Make-up – students will be asked to remove excessive make-up, false nails and brightly coloured nail varnish. Nails should be of a sensible length and should be a clear, natural colour

Hair - no extreme colours or styles are permitted, and any hair accessories should be in
keeping with formal wear.
Additional Requirements:

1 x navy blue or black apron (for use in Design and Technology lessons)

1 x black and white check chef’s apron (for use in Food Technology)

1 x Academy ID card and 1 x lanyard (provided by the Academy).

PE kit—please see our website for full details.

Football
The Year 7 and Year 8 football teams were both successful in their county cup semi-finals on Tuesday 9th April. Year 7 team were victorious (1-0) against Dronfield thanks to a late goal. The Year 7
county cup final will be against Ecclesbourne at Belper Leisure Centre in May.
The Year 8 team won (3-2) on penalties against Netherthorpe. It was a tough and well battled
game after going 2-0 down in the first half, they made a critical come back in the second half to
take it to extra time with two goals (one a spectacular free kick). A special mention goes to Conor
who made two excellent saves in the penalty shootout. The Year 8 county cup final will take place
in May at South Normanton Athletic FC.

Netball Roundup
It has been a successful netball season again this year with lots of new students taking advantage
of this opportunity as well as the “old hands”. The Year 8 team won four games and lost five. Year 9
team won two games and lost three. The U16 team won two games and lost five.

County Badminton
The KS3 county badminton finals were played on 28th March in the sports centre, the tournament
included schools from across the county. The boy’s team consisted of Ben in Year 9 and Aaron in
Year 7, who both showed real team work and determination to successfully navigate a tough group
and finish the afternoon 3rd in the county. It was also a successful afternoon for girls’ team with them
playing three other schools in the county and winning every game played and becoming county
champions. This included two singles games and three doubles games against each school, which is
an amazing achievement! The girl’s team consisted of Eloise and Ellie from Year 9; and Lara and Kiri
from Year 7. Well done to all of them, some fantastic badminton was displayed and they should all
be proud of themselves.

Hockey
A huge congratulations to Ann
in year 11 who has won the
under 16’s Hockey National
Finals with Repton Hockey
Club on Sunday 7th April. Ann
and the team are now national champions after beating
Stourport in the final on penalties. Congratulations Ann!

Student Mobile Phones

Mobile phones and electronic devices are
allowed in the Academy but should be
switched off and kept in school bags whilst
the students are on site. Failure to comply
will result in a child having their phone removed.
Persistent non-compliance will result in a
request not to bring the device into the
Academy.

Follow Us!
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter:
www.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer
@JohnPortSpencer

John Port Spencer Academy
Principal: Mrs K Squire

Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU
Telephone: 01283 734111
Email: admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk
Website: www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

Maths Challenge Answer: B

