
Henry VIII (1509 - 1547)
- Had 6 wives.
- Created the Church of 
England.
- Expensive lifestyle.

Edward VI (1547 - 1553)
- King at 9 years old.
- Died, aged 15, of 
tuberculosis.
- John Dudley was his 
‘Lord Protector’.

Lady Jane Grey (1553)
- Queen for 9 days.
- Sentenced to high 
treason.
- Protestant.

Mary I (1553 - 1558)
- First queen to rule 
England herself.
- Killed 300 Protestants
- Married prince Philip of 
Spain.

Elizabeth (1558 - 1603)
- Defeated the Spanish 
Armada in 1588.
- Never married.
- She had lots of portraits 
painted so as to look 
powerful.

Tudor Monarchs

English Strength Spanish Weakness Weather

- The English ships were 
better built and manned 
than the Spanish. They 
were much faster.
- Queen Elizabeth had
spies in Spain so was able 
to prepare for the attack.
- English cannons could 
fire further than the 
Spanish.
- The English sailed ‘fire 
ships’ into the Spanish.

- Spanish cannonballs didn’t 
fit correctly into the cannons.
- Philip was impatient and 
ordered the Armada to set sail 
before it was fully prepared.
- Philip at first ordered the fleet 
not to attack unless absolutely 
necessary. This meant they 
missed opportunities to 
attack England at Portsmouth 
when their fleet was 
restocking and weak.

- The Spanish were blown so 
far off course they had to sail 
around Scotland and 
Ireland. This killed 
thousands of their soldiers.
- Nearly a third of the 
Armadas ships had to go 
ashore to Scotland/Ireland .
- Spanish soldiers were 
waiting in Holland but the 
wind blew ships away from 
them.

Why the Spanish Armada failed;

Reformation:

In 1533 Henry VIII ‘broke’ from the Catholic 
Church. He made himself the head of the 
Church of England (rather than the Pope , 
who was the head of the Catholic Church ).
Henry VIII did this as the Pope would not let 
him divorce his wife.

As part of the reformation Henry VIII closed 
down the monasteries, often selling their 
belongings and land. This was known as the 
dissolution of the monasteries . 

There was a protest against this religious 
change is 1536; the Pilgrimage of Grace.

Catholic Main religion in England and 
Europe until the 16th Century. 
The Pope was the head of the 
Catholic Church.

Protestant Does not believed the Pope 
should be head of the Church.

Martyr Someone who dies for their 
beliefs (often religious).

Monarch The King or Queen.

Treason The crime of betraying your 
country, particularly by 
attempting to kill or overthrow 
the monarch.
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