Autumn Term 2019
Dear Parents and Carers,

It has been another busy term for us all and I would like to say a huge thank you to parents and
carers for their support and encouragement and to the students for their commitment and hard
work. Not a week goes by that we are not as a school celebrating the successes of our students,
whether these successes be in the classroom, playing an instrument, on the sporting field or taking part in community and charity events. Hot chocolate Friday has been very well attended
with students from all year groups nominated for a range of activities. The student leaders are
growing in strength and I have been astounded by the level of commitment shown and the support they are showing to other students.

We have had a very busy term following the outstanding results in the summer. The students have
been out and about this term with visits to Melle in Germany, Ingestre Hall for a residential art trip,
as well as several theatre trips, a trip to Oxford University and a visit to Rolls Royce. There are
many more opportunities for students to travel in the coming months. Including the launch of a
Japanese trip in October 2020 following the success of the trip to John Port from Toyota city in
September.

The Year 11 and Year 13 students have completed their first PPE examinations this term and are
focussing on areas to improve to ensure they can reach their target grades. Their attitude and
commitment was outstanding throughout the examination period.

The last few weeks are buzzing as always with Christmas approaching. We had over 600 students
joining us for Christmas lunch on Wednesday 11th December looking very festive in their jumpers.
The Christmas Concert was held in Chatsworth Hall and was very well attended on the evening
of Wednesday 11th December with the band and many solo artists performing. The quality of the
musical performances was breath-taking and we had a moving and very memorable performance from our talent show winners, who performed a song which they had written about dementia. The show ended with audience participation leaving many of us without a voice for the
rest of the week.

Christmas is an important time of year to spend time with those who matter most to us and recharge our batteries for the busy year ahead. I would like to thank everyone for their tremendous
support this term and hope you all have a restful and enjoyable break
Merry Christmas.

Mrs K Squire
Principal

Friday 20th December - 2.00 pm Finish
Friday 20th December is the last day of this term, and school will finish
early at 2pm. School bus services will arrive early to collect students who
normally travel by bus.
If you are unable to collect your child or have no provision for them at
home, please let the school office know so that provision can be arranged for your child to stay in school until 3.25pm. If your child does stay
in school until 3.25pm however, please be aware that there will be no
school bus transport available at the end of the day.

Term Dates for Academic Year 2019-20
Term 3

6th January 2020

- 14th February 2020

Term 4

24th February 2020*

- 3rd April 2020

Term 5

20th April 2020

- 22nd May 2020

Term 6

1st June 2020

- 20th July 2020*

INSET Days
Monday 24th February 2020
Monday 20th July 2020

Term Dates for Academic Year 2020-21
Term 1

1st September 2020*

- 23rd October 2020*

Term 2

2nd November 2020

- 18th December 2020

Term 3

4th January 2021

- 12th February 2021

Term 4

22nd February 2021

- 1st April 2021

Term 5

19th April 2021

- 28th May 2021

Term 6

7th June 2021

- 21st July 2021*

INSET Days
1st September 2020
23rd October 2020
19th July 2021
20th July 2021
21st July 2021

Staggered Start—September 2020
2nd September – Year 7, 10 and 12 only
3rd September - All year groups return to school

Dates For Your Diary
15/01/2020
21/01/2020
05/02/2020
28/02/2020
18/03/2020
19/03/2020
22/04/2020
08/05/2020
17/06/2020
30/06/2020
01/07/2020
07/07/2020

Year 9 Options Evening
Year 9 Parents Evening
Year 13 Parents Evening
Enrichment Day 3
Year 10 Parents Evening
Enrichment Day 4
Year 8 Parents Evening
May Bank holiday (outside of school holiday)
Year 7 Parents Evening
Year 6 Induction Day 1
Year 6 Induction Day 2 and Meet the Tutor Evening
Enrichment Day 5

Evening
Evening
Evening
All day
Evening
All day
Evening
All day
Evening
All day
All day
All day

A Mark of Respect
During Monday 11th November, students held a two-minute silence as a mark of
respect for all those who lost their lives during the world wars. The Last Post was
also played by students.
Students sold poppies and raised £179.21 for the Royal British Legion.
Soldier silhouettes were placed around the site remembering those who lost their
lives in the wars. We also received three clear acrylic soldiers that were installed
in to H5, H6 and H11 taking a seat in each classroom.

Student Mobile Phones
Mobile phones and electronic devices
are allowed in the Academy but should
be switched off and kept in school bags
whilst the students are on site. Failure to
comply will result in a child having their
phone removed.
Persistent non-compliance will
result in a request not to bring
the device into the Academy.
Thank you for your ongoing
support.

Lost Property and
Personal Belongings
Please ask students to come and check lost property near
Student Services if they have lost something.
We have an unbelievably large number of lost coats in
the store room this term, some very new and expensive
and most students will be wearing a coat at this time of
year. We would really like to be able to return them, but
can only do that if they are named.
Any items that are unclaimed will be disposed of after
three months or donated to the Warm Coats appeal.

Absence
We have had a high standard of attendance this academic year with students returning as soon as possible following absence. For those students
who have had difficulties such as long
term illness or other issues, their efforts
to return to the academy have been
admirable and rewards given to them.
Please help us continue to maintain a
high standard of attendance in the
next academic year.
As usual you can contact us before 8:45am at attendance@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk or on 01283
735181 and leave a message stating the student name, form and absence reason. Please include
brief symptoms if unwell. For leave of absence, other than illness or medical appointments, please
download the form from our website currently found under Resources/Forms. Please return this to attendance@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk. We cannot encourage holidays during the academic term
but we do consider each request individually.
We will continue to work alongside you if your child’s attendance falls below recommended levels
and hope that through this partnership we can increase and improve your child’s career at John Port
Spencer Academy.
Thank you for your support. The Attendance Team – Mrs A Allen and Ms C Walsh

Focus on a Student—Lilly B
While on holiday in The Bahamas, Lilly volunteered at ‘Lend a Hand’
Bahamas summer camp.
She worked with children ages 4 to 11 in a variety of activities such
as reading, writing and art and crafts.
Lend a Hand Bahamas is a Bahamian non-profit organisation working to bring more opportunities and activities to areas of the Bahamas.

Visit from Japanese Students
On Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th September, John Port had the pleasure of welcoming a large group of Japanese exchange students along with some of their
teachers form the Japanese city of Toyota.
Further details about the visit can be found
in the Student Voice section of this newsletter.

Governor News
Mr Watson (one of our Governors at John Port) assisted us in submitting an application for the Rolls-Royce
School Governors' Fund 2019.
We are delighted to find out that our application for
Digital Technology & Robotics has been successful.
We look forward to sharing further news about STEM
projects at John Port in the near future.

Bar Mock Trial
On Saturday 23rd November, I escorted a team of 14
Year 12 and 13 students to Nottingham Crown Courts
to compete in the regional heat of the bar mock trial.
This consists of providing barristers (Amy B, Piotr B,
James B and John L), witnesses (Katherine W, Bailey M
and Dan R), a court clerk/usher (Emily G) and jurors
(Adam S, Rob F, Harry D, Georgia W and Ashryn R to
try two cases (a drugs case and an assault in a nightclub case) in front of a current sitting court judge.
It was a fabulous day, with the students experiencing
a full court experience along with having an opportunity to ask the judges questions. The team came a
very creditable 4th out of 8 and thoroughly enjoyed
themselves.
Mrs Orchard

TeenAiders….
In October this term, all Year 7’s successfully completed CPR training on ‘Restart a
Heart day’ using CPR training manikins
kindly provided through the British Heart
Foundation Trust.
A big thank you to East Midlands Ambulance, Fire and Police service volunteers for
coming into school and inspiring our students.
It has always been my intention that every
student at John Port Spencer Academy
gets the opportunity to learn life saving
skills.

Charity Work at John Port Spencer Academy
This photograph shows our fundraising efforts for the victims
of Hurricane Dorian.
A special thank you for all the Year 10 Tutors who supported
the projects and to John L and the Prefect Teams who all
worked hard to support Year 10 with their own contributions.
We have also banked £777.83 for the Sepsis Trust so far this
year, but fundraising for this good cause in still ongoing.
The Children in Need total from the Non-Uniform day is
£1265.29 so far, but this excludes the Sixth Form stay-awake
money. Details of the total raised from the stay-awake is in
the Student Voice section of this newsletter.
The Poppy Appeal raised £179.21 for The British Legion.
The collection for Save The Children totals £291.76.
Well done everyone!

Derby Japanese School opening ceremony
Derby Japanese School held their official opening ceremony at John Port Spencer Academy on
Saturday 12 October. This was to celebrate the fact that the Derby Japanese School is now officially based at John Port every Saturday during term time. Officials from Toyota, the Japanese association, the local authority and Spencer Academies Trust all attended the ceremony which included speeches, songs and the planting of a Cherry Tree to celebrate the beginning of a wonderful collaboration. Mr Paul West CEO of the Spencer Academies Trust took part in the ceremony and
helped to plant the tree.

Anti-Bullying Week
11th—15th November 2019
Students at John Port took part in lots of activities to celebrate Anti-Bullying week during November.
They started the week on the Monday morning with positive thoughts and thinking about others. On
the Tuesday, the focus was on Cyber Safety and Digital Detox. An Anti-Bullying poster competition
took place on the Wednesday and there were some fantastic poster deigns.
Appreciation Wristbands were handed out in form time on the Thursday and the week was rounded
off with a wonderful musical performance for all students in Key Stage 3.

News from the English Faculty
The English Faculty have been busy getting students out to watch set GCSE texts in the theatre to
give students the experience of seeing them live. Year 11 had the opportunity in October to watch
a National Theatre Production of Shelagh Delaney’s ‘A Taste of Honey’ at The Curve Theatre in
Leicester. We also had a really enjoyable evening this December, with 100 Year 10 and 11 students,
watching ‘A Christmas Carol’ at Derby Theatre.
Both trips were a great success and should have really helped students to understand the plots and
characters in greater depth. Students were a credit to the school at all times. We look forward to
giving more students cultural experiences. We have already booked to go to Poetry Live in Nottingham and will look at any productions suitable for KS3.

John Port Christmas Card Competition
Mrs Squire asked students to design a colourful and Christmassy card. Congratulations to Emily in
Year 9, Chessy in Year 9, Julia in Year 7 and Maria in Year 7 who entered the winning designs. These
have been printed on our Christmas cards and shared with the community.

Enrichment Day 2—11th December 2019
Wednesday 11th December was an Enrichment day at John Port Spencer Academy. During Enrichment days the students engage in different activities to support the extended curriculum.
We covered a vast range of important topics during Enrichment Day 2 including county lines, relationships and sex education, careers, drugs and gangs, mental health, financial education, cyber
bullying, elections, as well as providing Year 11 students with a range of A level taster sessions. Many
of our Year 9 students participated in a work day out of the academy.
The two images below show the presentation from the police (left) on the serious topic of county
lines, which has links to drugs, gangs and even knife crime. The second image (right) show the performance by the band ‘The Hara’ who came in to the academy to perform, but to also talk about
emotional well-being and mental health. The students appeared to engage well with both presentations. Another strong message was delivered to Year 8 students as ‘Prison, Me, No Way!’ came in to
work with Year 8 all day through workshops and presentation.
The day was very successful and provided our students with incredibly important information to help
them cope with the demands of life in Modern Britain.

It was
also
Christmas Jumper Day and Christmas lunch during the 11th December. Nearly £300 was raised for
Children in Need. Students who participated in the Christmas lunch really enjoyed it, they had a turkey dinner with their school friends and members of staff, Christmas crackers and Christmas music.
Student’s names were then put into a raffle and 50 students won a Christmas selection box!

Enrichment Day with the Sixth Form
Several of the Year 13 students spent a really useful few hours in the Food classrooms on Enrichment
Day.
They used basic recipes and prepared a range of foods; curries, savoury rice, bolognaise and chilli
from ingredients provided. They honed their skills in preparation for University or leaving home.
Comments were really positive and they all left feeling ’enriched’ and certainly fuller than when they
entered the room!
Mrs Monaghan

Thank you to everyone who donated
items for the Spencer Academies
Warm Hearts, Warm Coats appeal. It
has been very successful and the donations have been gratefully received.
The opportunity to give donations has
now passed, however there will be further collections in the future.

Ingestre Hall Residential - 2019
The Expressive Arts Faculty have just returned from their 14th Annual Ingestre Hall Arts Residential. Staff
took 58 students to Ingestre Hall in Staffordshire for a series of intensive Arts workshops over the weekend 6th–8th December.
Ingestre Hall is Sandwell’s Residential Arts Centre, once the former home of the Earl of Shrewsbury and
is set in 27 acres of Staffordshire countryside. It is an excellent venue for students giving them the opportunity to safely explore a country house and grounds as well as allowing them to pursue work in
Drama, Music and Art.
The theme for this weekend was ‘Spirals of Time’ and students Created some amazing work. This Music
students composed their own music pieces and songs focusing on the life; growing up, having children
and getting old. Drama students developed their own performance with the repetitive motif focusing
on events happening in different time periods but overlapping, the ripple effect of decisions made
and their consequences, as well as some physical theatre. Art students started in earnest on the Friday
evening with line drawings focusing on how every move we make is a moment in time and if it were
marked we would leave a trail of actions, lines and movement everywhere. The next day students
were broken down into small groups and given a canvas each to focus on two decades. The outcomes of the weekend highlight the talent we have in Year 9. The staff and 6th Form helpers were so
proud to be able to support our students in their creative development.
A huge thank you to the whole Expressive Arts faculty for giving up their weekend to support our students. With such a strong creative team our students
were able to safely explore their creative sides whilst enjoying the opportunity
to work with so many like-minded students and developing what we hope to
be some lifelong friendships along the way. It will certainly be something they
will remember from their school days.
We are considering our approach to next year’s Ingestre Hall trip and would very much welcome parents’ input. The funding for Arts programmes has seen a decline and as such we would have to pay
more to use the facilities at Ingestre next year. For all those parents who have had children who have
had an Ingestre Hall experience with us and/or those hoping to go on future Ingestre Hall experiences
please let us know if you feel it is something we should continue and for those who don’t know about it
we are happy for you to suggest a theme for our 15th year. For more information or suggestions please
contact any of the staff within the Expressive Arts Faculty.

Our student voice team have put together the next few pages of the
newsletter to celebrate their achievements in 2019.

Student Voice Newsle er

Toby A—Head Boy
Student Voice returned for the 2019/2020 academic year with a strong structure in place to take our school community
forwards to new heights. In my opinion, since September this has certainly been achieved. Our Student Voice is now bigger
and more diverse than ever before, ensuring that every single one of our students have someone to look up to in the Prefect teams. What I have enjoyed the most about this term has been the way that Student Voice has brought together our
en)re school community in so many ways; whether that be through the fantas)c charity work we have invested in, leading
from the front in assemblies as excep)onal role models or most importantly I think, by providing support and a guiding
light to some of our most vulnerable students so they know that there is always someone looking out for them. I am thoroughly looking forward to the new year and the many exci)ng events and ideas we have in the pipeline.
I wish you all a fantas)c Christmas and a brilliant 2020!

Martha A—Head Girl
Our ﬁrst term has been very successful and I could not be more proud of our prefect teams. From recrui)ng new prefects
in Year 7 and Year 12, raising money for local and na)onal chari)es and launching our mentoring programs. It has been a
pleasure to seeing the achievements each year team has made and a delight to see how our mentoring programs have supported students throughout the school. I’m looking forward to the new year, con)nuing to work alongside the team and
further developing our student voice.
I wish you all a Happy Christmas and see you in the new year!

Mrs Squire—Principal
I am very proud of the student leaders at John Port. Over the past year they have developed
and grown a fantas)c team of student mentors and peer partners. It is wonderful to see the
work they are doing and to see younger students making so much progress and growing in
conﬁdence. The student leaders have also grown in conﬁdence and have developed many
skills in leadership, teamwork and organisa)on that will support them with their future plans.
We will strive to maintain this legacy in future years.

Mrs Pemberton—Student Voice Coordinator
Student Voice has hit the ground running this academic year with some exci)ng ini)a)ves, ac)vi)es and training. Year 9 Prefects a ended a Knife Crime Awareness Day at
Derby Cathedral in October and were fortunate to listen to some inspira)onal adults on
this very important topic. Year 11 Prefects have embarked on their new roles as Form
Mentors suppor)ng our new Year 7 students. Their contribu)on to registra)on )me has
been invaluable and they have made some great friendships with our younger students.
Year 10 Prefects gave up their phones for an) bullying week in a digital detox. This accompanied their training and awareness on the eﬀects of cyber bullying. They also
a ended a whole school an) bullying training event hosted by London-based charity,
The Diana Award. Year 8 Prefects were focusing on diversity this term and have been
learning about diﬀerent ways of learning within the classroom. They have also been
tremendous in suppor)ng our school councillors, Erin and Ben in their work in making our school a safe, clean and happy place to learn. As usual, our Sixth Form Prefects are doing a great job mentoring students in Year 10 and Year 11.
We are suppor)ng over 30 students within school through our Peer Partners Programme, ensuring that our A Level
students pass on their knowledge and skills to our GCSE students. Our Student Voice Leadership Team and Sixth Form
Prefects raised over £2,000 for the charity CRY by hos)ng a sta)c cycling event throughout the school. Head Boy, Toby
and Head Girl, Martha have also led assemblies, presenta)ons and have just completed a Prefect recruitment campaign for Year 7 and Year 12. Our Prefect community is now approaching 200 students who represent the high expecta)ons and values of the academy. They constantly go out of their way to help shape the academy for the overall beneﬁt of each and every student and their hard work on youth topics and mentoring is world class. I look forward to the
next term and con)nuing our excellent work.

Mentoring

Amy B

Dan B

Mentoring is a huge part of Student Voice as well as the wider school community, including over 500 students in some
descrip)on. Whether as apart of Peer Partners, Hub Mentoring or within the Year 7 forms, mentoring has posi)vely
impacted everyone associated. The mentoring scheme is overseen by Amy B and Dan B and includes three branches.
The Peer Partner scheme was established last year and includes 24 Sixth Form Prefects mentoring younger students in
Years 10 and 11 that meet once a week in the library and go into lessons to support throughout.

Although only established last year, Amy’s hard work and dedica)on has led to Peer Partners developing into a widely
recognised and admired part of student voice. The amazing team have already created such an impact and previous pairings have only con)nued to strengthen. A prime example of this is Year 13, Reece W, who has been a huge driving force
for his mentee, improving not only his academics but also his presence around the school. Form Mentoring includes
members of the Year 11 Prefect Team who go into Year 7 forms once a week and lead discussions on current aﬀairs in the
news as well as oﬀering support to students where needed. This is new this year and has already become envied by other
year groups for it’s impact and help in se ling into Secondary School life.
Head of Mentoring, Dan B, has expertly devised the third branch of Mentoring – Hub. This is for students that can’t access
mainstream school for behavioural, academic or emo)onal reasons. It requires a diﬀerent, and more sensi)ve, approach
to mentoring and the amazing group of mentors have accepted the challenges and faced them head on, with many successes already.
One emerging star of this programmes is Izzy W. She has devoted herself to her mentee and has already made huge
strides in forming a posi)ve and produc)ve rela)onship. This is again new to the Mentoring scheme this year and would
not have been possible without Dan B. His investment in every single mentee shines through his commitment and hard
work to give these students all the opportuni)es they want and deserve.
To celebrate all this terms hard work and successes, we are having a Christmas Breakfast in which all mentors, mentees,
and supporters of the scheme can come together and enjoy the accomplishments everyone has had. Our work is far from
over though, as we con)nue to strive to help our current and more future students to achieve the best they can and to
get the most out of their school experience.

Student Council
Ewan M
As a Student Voice we’re very keen on hearing the views of as many of our students as possible.
This year we have a new Student Council, led by Ewan M in Year 13, consis)ng of two members
from each year’s prefect team. We meet every Thursday and discuss the issues surrounding us as a
school, liaising with staﬀ and other students to push to improve the school experience. Recently
we’ve been working on the school’s environmental impact. AHer mee)ng with Mrs Squire, the
school will be trialling the introduc)on of recycling bins in the new year, and the student council
will be organising an environment week in coopera)on with the new Year 7 prefect team.
We’ve also been surveying every form in the lower years to ﬁnd out the issues of importance to
them, and in the coming months we’re looking to improve lunch)me provisions for lower years in the cold/wet weather,
and pushing to improve the standard of the school’s bus services.
We’re a great team of proac)ve and passionate people, and I’m looking forward to seeing the results of our work
throughout the rest of this year.

Year 7
Reece W
In an)cipa)on of the new Year 7 prefect team, we have received over 80 applica)ons from Year
7 students.
We are very excited to select 30 students who will be able to represent and have a posi)ve impact on the school. The focus for the team will be on the environment and how we can improve
it.
There will be lots of hard work for everyone going into the new year but we are sure everyone
will be ready and enthusias)c to make a diﬀerence.

Year 8
Abbie F and Emily G
So far this year the Year 8 Prefect Team have been very busy! Our topic for
the dura)on of this year is diversity, so we decided to narrow this down to
‘Neurodiversity’, as it’s one of the less men)oned forms. We chose our team
charity ‘The Brain Charity’, a Na)onal charity that holds support sessions
and func)ons for those people with Neurological condi)ons that don’t know
where else to turn. Next term we plan to organise many fundraisers for this
charity, and are currently in the process of crea)ng a fabulous no)ceboard
to keep people up to date and spread much needed awareness.

Neurodiversity
Neurodiversity – a concept where neurological diﬀerences are to be recognized and respected as any other human varia)on. These diﬀerences can include those labelled with Dyspraxia, Dyslexia, A en)on Deﬁcit Hyperac)vity Disorder, Dyscalculia, Au)s)c Spectrum, Toure e Syndrome, and others.
We will be suppor)ng the Brain Charity: h ps://www.thebraincharity.org.uk

Year 9
The Year 9 prefect team has already done a lot in just this ﬁrst term. Their topic being community, and with the knife angel in Derby, they decided to focus their eﬀorts on knife crime. On October 7th they went to the Knife Crime Summit and
heard the ﬁrst-hand experiences of those who have dealt with the eﬀects of knife crime. Inspired by this, they helped to
put together an assembly that Phoebe A (chair of the Year 9 prefects) helped to present across the school. Following this,
the team decided to run an art compe))on to raise awareness of knife crime in our community, with a strong response
from the rest of the school. Gideon A (the Year 9 prefect team charity captain) has contributed massively to the school’s
charity events, and has come up with many amazing ideas to con)nue to raise as much money as possible. The team con)nues to work incredibly hard on improving the school community and have exceeded any expecta)ons so far.
Our next project will be raising money and awareness for the charity Young Carers, the team is excited to plan the events
and help the young people within our community.

The Knife Angel
On Monday 7th October more than 300 young people gathered at Derby Cathedral in the presence of the Knife Angel to
discuss the dangers of carrying a knife. The day consisted of some very hard hiMng talks from vic)ms, oﬀenders and
emergency service workers about their personal experiences. The en)re cathedral was
leH silent as an emo)on driven talk from Rachel Webb, mother of Tom Webb sadly
stabbed and killed in Derby back in 2016 at the age of just 22, really hit home to the large
group of young people as to the devasta)ng eﬀect which carrying a knife can result in.
Our Year 9 Prefect teams also had a chance to see the Knife Angel, towering above them.
All in all, the day was a great experience for our Year 9 prefect team and the 6th Formers
and staﬀ who a ended with them. Hopefully the day will go a long way at raising awareness of knife crime and subsequently reducing the suﬀering caused by it for all. In recent
weeks the Year 9 Prefect team under Rosie and Zoe have embarked on awareness raising
to follow this up with a poster compe))on.
Entries are s)ll coming in and from the entries we have so far received, it’s reassuring to
see that even some of our youngest students seem switched on and aware of the dangers and consequences of knife crime.

Year 10
Aneka and Josh are both Year 13 students who are head leaders of the Year 10 prefect team and the issue they are resolving is cyberbullying. They focus on educa)ng students on how to be safe online and who they should go to if they are being targeted online. They also teach parents and teachers on how they should deal with students who are being bullied
and what behaviour they should look out for; both the bully and the student being bullied. Throughout the years they
have been working closely with the Young Mind charity and also The Diana’s Award through fundraising which was organised by the Year 10 students. This allowed Aneka and Josh to educate all students throughout the school about the impact
of bullying and also makes students feel safe knowing they have responsible adults to talk to.

Visit from Toyota City students
On Tuesday 24th and Wednesday 25th September John Port had the

JPSA Students with the Japanese Exchange
pleasure of welcoming a large group of Japanese exchange students
Students

along with some of their teachers form the Japanese city of Toyota. Our
Prefect team played an integral part in the visit with most of our Year 9
and 10 prefects being paired up with a Japanese student for the dura)on of the two days allowing our visitors to experience the Bri)sh
schooling system. Our prefects did a fantas)c job of showcasing the very
best of what our school community has to oﬀer. Many of our Prefects
kindly brought the Japanese students giHs and this deed was returned
by the Japanese students. GiHs between staﬀ were also exchanged, with
a giH bag presented to the Principal of the Toyota school by the Head
Boy. We were all very humbled when the Japanese students sang us a brilliant rendi)on of the Beatles ‘Hey Jude’ before
we wished them well and waved them oﬀ. The experience provided members of both our own and the visi)ng group,
with an enlightening and fascina)ng insight into one another’s cultures.

What students are saying about the Student Council
Jack N (Student Council) - “Being part of the student council has given me the opportunity to help with geMng everyone’s
voice heard as well as teaching me about some of the problems that are faced when trying to improve the school and
how they can be overcome.”
Saﬀron (Prefect Chair) - “Being in the prefect team has helped me to meet new people and also has helped me to help
others, everyone’s’ skills are put to the test and it is a great thig to be a part of.”
Jade H (Member of the Year 10 Prefect Team)- “I’ve recently just joined the prefect team, because I wanted to experience
what it is like to be included in a team that plays such a large part in the school community.”

Year 11
Sally F and Ellen T
The Year 11 prefect team is constantly growing, with the team currently
made up of 30 commi ed members, led by the strong Chair, Tom B. At the
beginning of the year the team became form mentors to the new Year 7’s,
going into forms once a week to provide extra support for those ﬁnding the
transi)on diﬃcult and planning fun ac)vi)es. This was a brand-new scheme
rolled out this year and it has been a big success with everyone wan)ng to
get involved. Last year the team became an)-bullying ambassadors, meaning that this year we could look into what iden)ty-based bullying was and
what we could do to teach others about it. This then became our main focus during an)-bullying week. By looking into
this area and comple)ng certain tasks, such as an)-bullying training sessions the team have been able to achieve their
‘Respect Badge’.

Sixth Form
Our Year 12 Prefect Team

Our Year 13 Prefect Team

CRY (Cardiac Risk in the Young)
At John Port we want to support this cause as we feel it unites our en)re school community. James was an ex-student at
John Port and a student taught by several staﬀ members s)ll at John Port today.

We passionately believe in CRY's work and want to raise awareness of cardiac condi)ons in order to get students
screened to prevent devasta)ng sudden cardiac deaths. The James Murgatroyd Fund is used to ﬁnance screening in the
local area so the money we raise will go directly towards the future sessions. Please consider dona)ng.
AHer the overwhelming success of our sponsored cycle, raising approximately £2,500, we have decided to keep our page
up for the rest of the academic year. We believe we can reach our new target of £5,000 - enough to fund a day's screening session accommoda)ng around 100 people - through further fundraising throughout the year. Thank you for your
con)nued support.

If you would like to donate please visit:
h ps://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/Team/
JohnPortSpencerAcademy
For FREE Cardiac Screening visit: www.testmyheart.org

Young Minds
Charity Football Match
Max U and Kacey D
The annual Teacher vs Student Football Game was part of the fundraising for the young minds
charity, a popular event especially for a few members of staﬀ that think they have s)ll ‘got it’. In
the end the students ran away with the game winning with a comfortable score line of 3-0. A
bright start from the staﬀ side saw them come close on a few occasions, but they failed to capitalise on this early pressure. As the ﬁrst half went on the students grew into the game and ﬁnally got
the breakthrough on the 30th minute. A second goal came in quick succession, and so the staﬀ
went into the break two down. Changes were made at the half )me interval and the game was
underway. It became a cagey aﬀair with the staﬀ trying to grab the next goal, but were careful not
to be caught on the counter. As the game went on the ﬁtness element came into play and a stretched staﬀ side soon conceded a third. This turned out to be the ﬁnal goal of the game and it ﬁnished oﬀ Students 3 Staﬀ 0. We raised over £50.

Young Minds
Thursday 10th October was World Mental Health day, and was the day that we ran the
#HelloYellow campaign throughout the school. This comprised of a bake sale, non-uniform day and
a penalty shootout. The penalty shootout had four teachers in goal, and students paid £1 for 3
chances to score against a teacher of their choice. Despite the rainy weather, the turnout was
amazing, and many students came along to show their support. In total we raised over £300 for
young minds! This wouldn’t have been possible without the commitment of the charity captain
Lucy, who worked hard to arrange this.

Macmillan Bake Sale—Raised Over £100

Lucy W
Lucy has been our Charity Captain throughout 2019 and has been directly responsible for most of our charitable events.
Without Lucy’s hard work various bake sales and campaigns wouldn’t have happened.

The Bake Sale raised over £300 and the 24-Hour Stay-Awake also raised over £300 for Children
in Need.

Legally Blonde
This year JPSA is puMng on Legally
Blonde the Musical for their annual
school show from Tuesday 11th February un)l Friday 14th February 2020.
This fun and lively show tells the story
of Elle Woods, a girl who follows her
ex-boyfriend to Harvard Law School
and ends up realising her own poten)al and becoming a established lawyer in her own right.
With a cast of over 50 students across
all year groups, it promises to be a
night of laughter and feel-good fun
for everyone!
Tickets are available from the Box
Oﬃce on the John Port website priced
£8 for Adults and £6 for concessions.
www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

PE News
Football Results
Year Group

7

8

9

10

11
6th Form
7/8 Girls

9/10 Girls

Competition
League
League
League
League
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools
County Cup
League
League
League
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools ‘B’
English Schools ‘B’
League
League
League
English Schools
League
League
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools
County Cup
League
League
County Cup
League
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools
English Schools

Team
Chellaston
Ecclesbourne
Littleover
West Park
Aldridge
West Park
Codsall
Derby Moor
Littleover
Chellaston
West Park
Quarrydale
Sandwell
Sidney Stringer
Thomas Telford
Littleover
Chellaston
Leesbrook
Northampton
West Park
Littleover
Landau Forte
Thomas Estley
Becket
QEGS
QEGS
West Park
Woodlands
Repton
Burton Schools
Lady Manners
Selston High
National CofE
Selston High
National CofE
Beaumont Leys

Score
L 4-3
L 7-6
L 5-4
W 3-2
W 4-3
W 3-2
L 2-1
W 5-2
W 4-1
W 5-1
L 5-4
W 6-0
L 11-1
Walkover
W 6-5
W 7-2
W 5-1
W 6-1
L 5-1
W 5-4
W 11-0
W 3-0
W 5-2
W 3-2
W 5-2
W 5-2
W 5-1
L 4-2
L 4-1
1st & 3rd
W 13-0
W 11-0
L 1-0
W 4-0
W 5-2
W 5-0

Year 7 Football
An unlucky start to the season for the Year 7’s with a series of games lost by a single goal, however,
fortunes turned as they managed to clinch two wins in the English Schools competition as well as a win
in the league. The team have also progressed to the quarter-final of the county cup after a convincing win over local rivals Derby Moor, including a goal scored from inside our half by Charlie and a welldeserved goal from Tino on his debut. It must be noted that there was an impressive number of students at the trials at the start of the term and many students have been involved with fixtures. There
will be more opportunities for Year 7’s for both boys and girls to be involved with football at John Port
as the interform competition will start in the new year.
Players involved: Liam S, Jack S, Khace G, Theo R, Jesse B, Tino M, Harrison M, Stanley L, Alfie B, George
W, Charlie K, Will C, Tyler B, Zak K, Dylan W, Harvey M, Ethan M.

Year 8 Football
The Year 8 teams have had a successful start to the year with two wins in the league over Littleover
and Chellaston and narrowly losing out to West Park by a single goal. They have one remaining
league game to be played in the new year against Ecclesbourne as well as a County Cup game
against Long Eaton and the City Cup game against Murray Park. In the English Schools competition, a comfortable 6-0 win against Quarrydale then were unlucky against a strong team from
Sandwell in the next round. The B team have also been playing the English Schools Cup, their first
game they were drawn against Thomas Telford, a school that has had multiple successes with football over the last few years so it was going to be a tough game, the team came out winners after
extra time beating them 6-5 meaning that they are now into the last 32 teams in England, welldone boys!
Girls Football
It has been a great start to the year for both girl’s football teams, both under 13 and 15 teams have
been entered into the national English Schools competition and it was great to see them playing
competitively against other schools.
For the Year 7 & 8 team an impressive 13-0 win over Lady Manners with Ayla scoring five goals, four
goals for Imogen, a hat-trick for Claudia and a goal for Erin. In the next round they played Selston
High it was another high scoring game but a special mention goes to Rose and Charlotte who
both offered to play for the opposition when they were short of players, showing great sportsmanship. In the next round, they narrowly lost 1-0 to the National CofE academy in Nottingham, but still
a positive performance from the team. The girls were also invited to play in the Burton schools tournament held at Pingle, two teams were entered and John Port 1 were crowned winners and John
Port 2 came 3rd, which is impressive as both teams for the majority of the games played with one
less player. Well done girls! The team will also be involved with the County Cup and they are due to
play Woodlands in the new year.
The Year 9 & 10 team have also had success in the English schools, for the first game they travelled
to Selston High School where they won 4-0 with goals from Hannah, Bella and Farrah. For the first
time, many of these played together it was a convincing win. In the next round they played the
National CofE Academy this was a tougher game; however, Olena making her debut in goal and
goals from Farrah, Maisie, Hannah and Bella saw us into the next round with a 5-2 win. In the 4th
round, they played Beaumont Leys a 5-0 win which puts them into the 5th round and the last 32 of
the competition which is a remarkable achievement as for the team as for many of the girls it is
their first time playing in this competition as well as representing the school.
Teams:
Year 7 & 8: Rose C, Kiri W, Erin D, Maya E, Evie M, Charlotte N, Reese W, Chloe S, Maya D, Freya P,
Ayla B, Imogen B, Claudia B, India D.
Year 9 & 10: Olena T, Hannah C, Maisie M, Farrah H, Olivia B, Holly W, Eve S, Bella W, Cassie B, Megan M, Maisie T, Rosie T, Natalie W, Ella D.
Training: Monday 3:30-4:30 (all years), Tuesday 3:30-4:30 (year 9/10).
Basketball
Basketball has started again this year with both Year 7 and 8’s entered into a junior NBA league as
well as the county cup. The Year 7 team represent Charlotte Hornets in the league and they have
played 4 and won 1 so far and they are due to play their first county cup game just before the
break against West Park. The Year 8 team represent Miami Heat in the first round of the league they
have one loss and a win against Noel Baker. The next round of games is due to be played on Thursday 9th January.
A superb quarter-final saw the team beat Belper in the County Cup 28-27 so they are now through
to the semi-final. Also, the girl’s Year 8 and 9 team have been entered into the County Cup and
their first game is at home to Anthony Gell.

PE News Continued….
Cross Country
At the start of the year, there were three rounds of the Derby City Schools cross country held at West
Park, Derby Moor and Woodlands, we took over 33 students across the year groups and some outstanding individual performances including 1st overall for Stanley L in the Year 7 boys, 1st overall for
Maisie T in the Year 8 & 9 girls and 3rd overall for Isabel P in the Year 10 & 11 girls. In the team relay
competition where four runners each run a lap of the circuit, John Port teams came 2nd in all events
(Year 7 boys, year 7 girls, year 8 & 9 boys and year 8 & 9 girls).
Students also took part in the East Staffordshire meet at Oldfield’s Middle School in November. The
Year 7 girls team cam 1st overall with impressive performances from Ebony W 3rd, Imogen B 5th and
Charlotte S 9th. The Year 7 boys team came 3rd overall with great individual performances from
Stanley L 2nd and Ewan S 10th. The Year 8 & 9 girls came 2nd Overall with Maisie T 1st, Phoebe H 8th
and Millie T 10Th and the Year 8 & 9 boys coming 4th Overall with Aaron C placing 9th. The Year 9 &
10 girls finished 2nd overall with Isabel P placing 1st and Lily T 5th. A huge amount of determination
was shown in all of the races and it is great to see some exceptional results. Well done to all of the
students that raced!
Sports Ambassadors
The sports ambassador programme allows students in Years 9, 10 and 11 that are passionate about
PE to represent the department to help us improve and develop opportunities for all students at the
school. They have been working hard this term supporting the PE department and the South Derbyshire Sports Partnership with activities for local primary schools. They helped to referee and record
the results for a football tournament, with high praise from the organisers and the schools with how
professional they appeared and behaved. They also helped to officiate a dodgeball tournament
showing confidence in decision making and support to all of the primary students. A huge well done
to them all representing the school, there will be more events for them to be involved in in the coming year.
New ambassadors this year: Sam C, Sam B, Livi W, Bella W, Alyssa S, Holly G, Maisie T, Maisie G, Morgan S, Molly B, Phoebe H, Luke C, Ben S.

British Gymnastics Trampolining Championships
On 8th December, three students represented John Port
Spencer Academy in the East Midland Regional Schools
Trampolining Competition.

Lily E in Year 10 came 15th in her category of Year 10-14
Girls Intermediate.

Mackenzie H in Year 10 came 22nd also in the category
of Year 10-14 Girls Intermediate.

Ethan H in Year 8 won his category of Year 7-8 Boys Novice and will go onto the next round in the Zonal Schools
Competition in January 2020 at Cardiff.

Well done! We look forward to hearing how Ethan does
in January.

Uniform Expectations - PE Kit
Full details of the PE kit requirements are on our Website. During the winter months, cold weather PE kit
can be worn. Please make sure that all kit is named.
Boys ONLY – Additional Outdoor/Rugby/Cold weather PE kit:
Designated Academy rugby shirt navy/sky (this is designed as a cold weather garment as well as a
rugby shirt) with the Academy logo. PLEASE NOTE: Boys must not purchase the Academy PE hoody instead of a rugby shirt – as the hoody is not suitable for rugby.
Girls ONLY – Additional Outdoor / Cold weather PE kit:
Designated Academy rugby shirt navy/sky (this is designed as a cold weather garment) with the
Academy logo, or, alternatively the girls may choose to buy the designated Academy navy hoody
with the Academy logo (alternative option for girls as they currently do not do rugby in PE)
Optional Items for PE:
Tracksuit top – plain navy blue/black
In the event of a problem with the Academy uniform, parents should speak to their child’s Head of
Year or Pastoral Manager.
ACADEMY LOGO:
The academy name change has been added to our uniform this year, so all new stock from suppliers
will have the John Port Spencer Academy text under the academy logo. There is no obligation to
change to the new updated uniform logo. Eventually all students will be wearing the new logo as existing uniform is replaced.

Designated Uniform Suppliers
Items of logoed Academy uniform may be purchased from any of the suppliers noted below:
Clothing 4 Schools
Unit 1 & 2 Crown Industrial Estate, Anglesey Road, Burton on Trent, DE14 3NX
22A High Street, Chellaston, Derby, DE73 6TD
Telephone: 01283 548234 Website: clothing4schools.com
Uniform Direct
54 Babington Lane, Derby,
DE1 1SX
Telephone: 01332 342569
Christmas and New Year opening times for Uniform Direct are
opposite.
WB Global Trading Limited
20 Bells End Road, Walton on
Trent, Swadlincote, Derbyshire,
DE12 8ND
Telephone: 01283 711538
Website:
www.wbglobaltrading.co.uk

Uniform Expectations
Academy Uniform for Years 7 - 11
The Academy’s uniform suppliers can provide a whole uniform (apart from shoes) that meets uniform
requirements. Items with the Academy logo can only be purchased from one of our suppliers. Items
purchased from other suppliers must meet the Academy's uniform requirements.
Compulsory items:
John Port blazer
John Port tie
Stitched down knife pleated black skirts that must be fitted to the knee. Suppliers will advise on acceptable length and fitting. Please note that from Sept 2019, only the pleated skirt will be allowed
Plain white firm collared formal shirt/blouse that will accommodate a tie comfortably (both long and
short sleeves are acceptable). Shirts are worn tucked into trousers or skirt
Black trousers – plain, formal, tailored and full length
Socks – plain black or white
Tights – plain black tights
Formal black school shoes – plain, flat
The following items are strictly not allowed:
Gilets and Hoodies (other than the uniform item for PE)
Tight fitting trousers/leggings/black jeans/chinos
Short skirts/fashion skirts/stretchy or clingy fabrics
Decorative buttons/external zips/fashion wear
Long/baggy/‘boyfriend’ cardigans
Patterned tights
Trainers, including trainers that are all black (e.g. Converse, Vans, Nike, Adidas etc.)/plimsolls/casual
shoes/coloured or patterned shoes/high heels/fashion boots
Additional Information
Coats – there is no ‘uniform’ coat. Students may wear a coat of their choice during the winter months,
but this must not have obtrusive/offensive logos or be heavily decorated.
Students will be allowed to remove their blazer in classrooms if they become too warm.
In the interests of safety, students may remove their blazer in laboratories and workshops.
Long hair must be tied back in laboratories and workshops, aprons must also be worn.
Jewellery – students may wear a watch, one pair of small stud earrings and/or one small item of religious jewellery. Students may not wear any other decorative piercings to the face or body whilst in
the Academy.
Make-up – students will be asked to remove excessive make-up, false nails and brightly coloured nail
varnish. Nails should be of a sensible length and should be a clear, natural colour
Hair - no extreme colours or styles are permitted, and any hair accessories should be in keeping with
formal wear.
Additional Requirements:
1 x navy blue or black apron (for use in Design and Technology lessons)
1 x black and white check chef’s apron (for use in Food Technology)
1 x Academy ID card and 1 x lanyard (provided by the Academy).

Follow Us!
Follow us on Facebook and Twitter:

John Port Spencer Academy
Principal: Mrs K Squire
Etwall, Derby, DE65 6LU
Telephone: 01283 734111

www.facebook.com/JohnPortSpencer
Email: admin@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

@JohnPortSpencer

Website: www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk

