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Student Voice Weekly Update 
 

Message from Martha: Hi everyone! Hope you have had a nice week and are all 

well. Once again we have loved seeing people’s contributions this week, with a lot re-

lating to VE celebrations! One thing I read about this week was the pressure people are 

feeling in this lockdown. This is a weird time for everybody, no one has ever experi-

enced something such as this. For that reason there are no expectations of the ‘right’ 

way to be in lockdown. A lot of people, like myself, may have not felt themselves over 

the past weeks - I myself have certainly felt weird at times but this week I realised that 

it’s normal to feel weird in such a weird time! What I want people to remember is eve-

rybody will have their own unique ‘style of lockdown’ and just because yours is differ-

ent it isn’t wrong! Have a good week, let’s see what the announcement holds this 

week! Take care!  

Message from Toby: Hello everyone! Today (8th May 2020) is a very significant day and 

milestone for us all. VE day was a day of rejoice and happiness 75 years ago. After years of fighting 

peace had finally fallen across Europe. Whilst Britain emerged victorious, many lives were lost and 

many were changed forever. But if it wasn't for the sacrifices of Britons back then, we wouldn't 

have a Britain as we all know it today. Today, on the 75th anniversary of VE day, we are facing a 

different kind of challenge, but one that still strikes many similarities with the challenge that came 

to an end 75 years ago, with each and every one of us required to make sacrifices and do our part 

to overcome it. And just like the suffering came to an end 75 years ago, our present situation will 

also come to an end and then it will be our turn to celebrate! I hope you all find ways of safely 

marking VE day, both pausing to reflect on the sacrifices of those who came before us but also 

replicating some of the happiness felt 75 years ago on this day. Have a great VE day and a brilliant 

week John Port :) 

This weeks activity: We thought we would make this weeks activities VE day 

themed. The history department has very kindly shared a number of different 

activities to get involved with including baking, crafts and dancing from English 

Heritage. Check your email for even more activities! 

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/siteassets/home/visit/ve-day-75/ve-day-pack.pdf  

Whilst celebrations will look different to how they were originally planned, there is still lots going on 

throughout the day on both a local and national level including: 11:00- a national 2 minute silence, 

14:55- solo buglers, trumpeters and cornet players are invited to play the Last Post from their homes, 

15:00- Churchills victory speech will be broadcast across the nation at the exact moment it was 75 

years ago, 21:00- Her Majesty The Queen will address the nation in a televised address at the exact 

moment her father, King George VI, gave a radio address 75 years ago, 21:30- Spotlights will light up 

the sky in Portsmouth to recall the experience of blackouts during the war. The local council says the 

lights are also to remind people "that lighter times will come again". 

There is also many special TV programmes throughout the day and activities led by the Royal British 

Legion including nation wide singalongs. 

We would love to put some photos and stories of how you all celebrate VE day or of anything VE day 

themed you make in next weeks update so please email and photos to:  

StudentVoice@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk 
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Village painting:  

Evie H, year 10, and her mum set up a village painting that 

everyone could contribute too. They placed a large canvas in 

the middle of her parish church yard so that people could 

safely come and place a colourful hand print, write a mes-

sage and sign it. Pets even got involved as well adding paw 

prints to the painting too! The painting serves as a creative 

way of marking this moment in time for her village and the 

strong community spirit in Evie’s village. What a brilliant 

idea to bring people closer together in a safe and creative 

way! 

Fundraising for the NHS:  

Reece B, year 8, and his 

brother Kyle B, a JPSA alum-

nus, have both completed 

some fundraising for the 

NHS. Fantastic work by both. 

Well done! 

Keeping busy during lockdown: 

Chloe M, year 8, has been keeping busy by doing a spot of baking and has sent in a photo of a very 

tasty looking cake she has made. I hope she has saved a piece for us! :) Chloe has also been keeping 

her dog company, reusing old boxes to keep him entertained. Thankyou for sharing Chloe! 
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Staff volunteering: 

Miss Stocks has been busy volunteering in Derby. She has a 

message for us all: 

“I have joined forces with Mrs Cliffman from Derby Moor 

(also in our Trust!) and have spent today delivering lots of 

meals and other ‘goodies’ to vulnerable individuals around 

Derby on behalf of AGE UK. Remember to check in on your 

older neighbours and maybe bake something for them or 

draw them a picture to put in their window - I know they 

will greatly appreciate it!”  

Well done and thankyou Miss Stocks for continuing to do 

great work helping others. Its great to see some joint 

Spencer Academies Trust efforts going on too! 

 

Mr Moss has also shared how he is volunteering and helping others during this time. He's been deliv-

ering prescriptions to vulnerable people in the local area, greatly relieving the pressure off his local 

chemist. He has also got involved with Darley Food Bank, initially helping to clean the community cen-

tre that houses it before turning to packing parcels and delivering food to a school in Oakwood for 

children entitled to free school meals, as well as doing a few other deliveries to various places too. 

Thankyou for the work you are doing Mr Moss! 

Positive news story of the week:  

A number of postboxes across the UK have been painted blue as a token of thanks 

to NHS staff battling the Coronavirus pandemic. As well as bearing the colours of 

the National Health Service, the postboxes also have 'Thank you NHS' emblazoned 

on the side in white paint. 

There are currently five across the UK with one erected in Cardiff, Wales 

(pictured), another near St Thomas hospital in London, one in Manchester, Edin-

burgh and Belfast. 

Mental health support: 

Mr Bottrill has passed on a link to the new CAMHS (Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services) 

website that one of our year 8 parent’s friends helped set up. It has some excellent resources cover-

ing a variety of mental health topics including books, downloads and videos. Here’s a link:  

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/  

Thankyou for sharing Mr Bottrill! 

Positive quote of the week: “A pessimist sees the difficulty in every opportunity, an optimist 

sees the opportunity in every difficulty.” - Sir Winston Churchill 


