
Date: 15.05.20 

 

Student Voice Weekly Update 
 

Message from Martha: Hi everyone, I hope you are all well! During this week we 

have had the first few slight changes to our lockdown since it started over 7 weeks 

ago. Although we are still far away from being back to our normal lives, we have to be 

positive that we have started taking steps back to normality (however big or small)! I 

am currently working four night shifts a week at amazon so have recently started to 

value my days off at home and with my family a lot more. I think this time will make 

everyone appreciate each ounce of normality that little bit more when we return back 

to normal life! Take care! 

Message from Toby:  Hello everyone! Its been great to see so many of your photos 

and stories of how you celebrated VE day last Friday. I’ve even heard about some 

members of our John Port community singing songs and playing music for their whole 

street to get involved with! It certainly sounds like you all had a fantastic time! We 

held our first ever Zoom Student Leadership Team meeting on Monday where we dis-

cussed the future of Student Voice at JPSA; just as we would have done if we were still 

at school. I really enjoyed seeing the team all together and coming up with dynamic 

solutions to how the application and appointment process for the new Student Lead-

ership Team for 2020-2021 can still go ahead. It just goes to show that with a bit of 

extra thought and provision, we can usually all still manage to do many of the things 

we perhaps originally thought would be impossible during these new times. I hope you 

all have a fab week! :) 

This weeks activity: 

For this week’s activity we would love it if you could write a poem or a verse of a song/

rap about ‘Life in Lockdown.’ These would be really interesting to read and feature in 

next week’s newsletter. This is also a great way for you to 

write down your feelings towards lockdown and something to 

look back on in years to come. Good luck! 

 

Last weeks activity:  

Penelope S (Year 8) made some VE flags and placed them in the front window of her 

house. She used the templates in the PowerPoint that the History department sent out! 

Thank you Penelope! Hope you had a lovely time celebrating VE day! 

Lewis W (YR7) has shared this photo of his VE flags that 

he used to decorate his house! They had a social dis-

tanced street party to celebrate! Thank you Lewis. I 

hope you had an amazing time! 
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Your stories and photos: 

Charlotte E (YR12) and her older 

brother Tom E, a former John 

Port student, illuminate their 

front garage in blue lights every 

Thursday at 8pm whilst the na-

tion clap for keyworkers. Thank 

you for sharing Charlotte! 

Staff contributions: 

Mrs Wilkins has been helping local groups in Staffordshire making scrub 

bags & scrubs. She has made bags for the ICU at Derby Royal and with the 

help of Lichfield Scrubbers together they have made approximately 300 

large bags for West Midlands paramedics. Mrs Wilkins has a workshop at 

the bottom of her garden where she make these products most evenings!  

Thank you Mrs Wilkins for your contributions, so many people will be so grateful for 

your help! 

Maddie H (YR8) and Emily H (YR11) put on a 

1940s’ themed concert in on their village 

green for their local residents.  They played 

a range of traditional tunes including White 

Cliffs of Dover and Great Escape. Maddie al-

so performed a solo version of Glen Miller’s, 

In the Mood.  Well done girls! Thank you 

very much! 

Look after your mental health whilst isolating: 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-

health/   

The mix is the UK’s leading support service for young people:  https://

www.themix.org.uk/  

Freephone 24-Hour National Domestic Abuse Helpline: 0808 2000 247 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/coronavirus-and-mental-health/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
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National Computer Coding Competition 

John Port students have taken part for the first time in the national Perse Coding Team 

Challenge. This is a two round competition where students from Year 9 to Year 11 are 

given a set of increasingly difficult coding challenges to complete in a set time. On      

average every year 3000 students compete nationally.  

In the first round the ‘buzz’ was felt by all in B7. To the credit of the students, all were 

able to complete challenges, many making it to the next round and were eagerly       

preparing and waiting for it to take place, only for school to be closed before the date. 

However, arrangements were set up enabling students to compete at home, working 

as separate teams over phone and online. 

I am very pleased to say we excelled and were the third non-independent school in the 

country out of the 46 schools which were able to participate in Round 2. 

Special congratulations to:  

Connor G earning a Distinction certificate 

Sam A and Gabriel F-R earning a Merit certificates 

Nancy T and Tyler S earning a Higher Participation certificate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you Mr Smith (Head of IT) for writing this up and sending it in. Well done to all 

involved! 
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Positive quote of the week: 

“Challenges are what make life interesting and overcoming them is what  

makes life meaningful.” – Joshua J.Marine 

 

Positive news story of the week: 

The Himalayas Become Visible For First Time In Years: 

Locals in the Punjab region of India have been able to see the Himalayas for the first 

time in decades due to reduced levels of pollution since India's Covid-19 lockdown. Del-

hi is believed to have experienced a 44% reduction in air pollution levels in the first day 

or so of lockdown. 

Student Council Write Up By Ewan Massey 

This wasn't how I, or probably anyone thought this is where we'd be come early May, 

but I wanted to write something to sum up the great half year I've had working with 

the Student Council. Unfortunately, we didn't quite manage to take over the school, 

but I'd like to think that the work we did this year will help guide the school's direc-

tion in the years to come. In the past few months, we've been lobbying the senior 

staff to help reduce the school's environmental impact, and with the help of Mrs Squire recycling bins 

will be introduced in the next few months once the school reopens. Our recent surveys received just 

under 600 responses- thank you to everyone who took the time to fill those out. We'll be analysing the 

data and passing it onwards to future student leadership to help improve those areas of school life. We 

met with Mr Stephenson to help tune the ePraise system to reward students more effectively in the 

future, and we've gathered student ideas and opinions through form surveys and prefect meetings. Not 

bad, considering we've only been going a few months. We'd certainly not have been able to get 

through all this without the 14 brilliant people who turned up every Thursday: Ben's constant enthusi-

asm for well, everything, Erin's excellent artwork and great ideas, Jack's skills at infiltrating bus compa-

nies, James' surprising ability in eating 6 pastries before 9:10 in the morning, and the disapproving 

looks from certain others as he did so, to give a few examples of the great people that make up this 

team. Everyone was brilliant in discussing ideas and thoughts, listening to the wider student communi-

ty, representing the council in their prefect meetings and working with me and the other Sixth Form 

members in meeting with members of staff to help drive forward change within the school. A special 

mention to Kate S and Sol P, our 2 new year 7 representatives; whilst you were only able to attend a 

few meetings I and the other leadership team members were so impressed by your maturity and will-

ingness to contribute. Overall, I have no doubt that the work we put in this year will be carried forward 

with whoever takes over from me, and thank you- it's been a pleasure to work with everyone this year 

and I look forward to seeing the change that you'll make in the years to come.  


