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Student Voice Weekly Update 
 

Message from Martha: Hi guys! I hope everyone is well and has been safely enjoy-

ing the weather this week. I can’t believe that’s another term completed already! Half 

terms aren’t currently how they would be on a normal school year but make sure you still 

use the break from school work effectively. Ensure you relax and have a rest and enjoy 

quality time with people at home! After half term we only have half a term left! This week 

was mental health awareness week and at this time it’s even more important then usual 

to speak about our mental health and check on our friends and family. Please remember 

there is always someone you can talk to and you are never alone. Enjoy your half term - 

we will still have a newsletter next week so please keep on sending all your photos and 

stories. Take care!  

Message from Toby: Hello everyone! I hope you are all doing well as we enter half 

term. It has been mental health awareness week, which is unfortunately perhaps more 

relevant than its ever been. One thing clearly stands firm against this however, this being 

that everywhere you look the absolute, and very best in people is being brought out. Huge 

outpours of love and kindness are occurring all around us in all sorts of ways and its so 

great to see that members of the John Port community are frequently right at the heart of 

this. Be sure to check in on your friends, even the ones that seem happy, every so often 

and see how they are getting on. Just a simple message showing someone is thinking 

about them and cares how they are feeling could really change their day for the better! I 

hope you all have a really nice half term and that you all get chance to relax and have 

fun! :) 

This weeks activity: Over the weeks, our brilliant school art department have very kindly been sharing 

a number of art and craft ideas for us to do. Art and creativity is a really positive thing to get involved 

with, especially during this current time. One of these craft ideas is 

creating room decorations out of old CDs, a great way to recycle any 

you don’t need any more. Please check before you start cutting any 

CDs up though as some which appear old or unused may contain very 

important photos and videos or may still be needed by others. There 

are two tutorials here which show how to make these beautiful re-

flective moon and stars mobiles.  

The first one is a simpler method using old CDs, string, scissors and PVA glue. Please be very careful of 

sharp edges! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVZztui22vo 

The second tutorial is a more complex method requiring old CDs, scissors, a lighter, silver beads / pearls, 

white thread, a glue gun and a needle. This method requires a lighter to be used so adult supervision is 

required. Please be very careful! https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b-Blge_pucQ 

A huge thankyou to the art department for sharing this craft idea. There are loads more art and craft ide-

as which have been emailed to us, so be sure to check those out too! 

We would love to include photos of anything creative you have made in future updates so please email 

them to- StudentVoice@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk  
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Last weeks activity: Last week we asked you to write a poem or song/rap verse about ‘life in lock-

down’ as a creative way to record your feelings. Jessica B (year 8) has shared a fantastic poem for us all 

to read. She has also been busy making some fab art work too, some of which you can see below. Well 

done and thanks for sharing Jessica! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank a teacher day: Wednesday 20th May was national thank a teacher day, 

an opportunity to say a huge thankyou to our wonderful teachers and other staff 

at JPSA who support us as students in and out of school. To celebrate Thank a 

Teacher Day 2020, award-winning illustrator Axel Scheffler has designed a special 

edition e-card which can be sent to any member of staff. Here's a link where you 

can do just that-  

https://thankateacher.co.uk/thank-a-teacher/thank-a-teacher-form/  

Our teachers are working very hard at the moment, as they always do, supporting home learning, check-

ing in with us on email and preparing for when we are all allowed back into school and planning how it 

will be done safely, so we are sure that saying thanks for everything they have done and continue to do 

will mean a lot to them. This can be done using one of the e-cards or even over an email.  

From us, Toby and Martha, we want to say a massive thankyou to all our John Port staff for the amazing 

job they do everyday :) 
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Mental health awareness week: This week (18th-20th 

May) has been national mental health awareness week with 

an awareness theme of kindness. Its so important that we 

keep on top of our mental health, especially at the moment. 

Being kind to others is good for both your own mental 

health and can have a hugely positive impact on the recipi-

ent. Mr Perry, one of our school mental health leads, has 

shared the 7 day kindness challenge for us all to complete. It 

includes some great things we can all do to help others, but 

also ourselves too. You can start the challenge anytime, so if 

you haven't already, next week during half term would be a 

great time to do so. Thanks for sharing Mr Perry! 

 

Home learning: The following JPSA webpage contains all the information we need to access school 

online services/resources from home. We have been asked to highlight it in this weeks newsletter to en-

sure that everyone knows how to access these important online services/resources so they can be used 

at home to support learning- http://www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/home-learning 

If anyone is having issues accessing any of their various accounts then please email-  

ITSUPPORT@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Year 13 moving on document: For any of our fellow year 13 students reading this, Mrs Lowndes has 

shared a ‘preparation for moving on’ document containing useful information and advice around the pro-

cess of moving onto higher education and personal improvement. This has been emailed to us and can 

also be found here-  

http://www.johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/Y13-Preparation-for-Moving-On.pdf  

Positive news story of the week: A pub "in the middle of nowhere" has become a thriving grocery 

shop, fishmonger, butcher and takeaway after it devised a plan to transform itself during Britain’s lock-

down. The Cart & Horses near Kings Langley in Herts used to cater for lunchtime diners, hikers and wed-

ding guests but now serves shoppers in its car park, which has been 

neatly divided into lanes where staff hand drivers their purchases. One 

customer wrote on Facebook: "Fantastic, innovative and enterprising 

work during this pandemic, an example to all small businesses as to 

what can be done if you are determined and think outside the box." A 

great example of how people and places have positively adapted to 

the current situation to help their communities. 

Positive quote of the week: “Too often we underestimate the power of a touch, a smile, a 

kind word, a listening ear, an honest compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of which 

have the power to turn a life around.”- Leo Buscaglia 


