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Student Voice Weekly Update 
 

Message from Martha: 

Hi Guys! 

I hope your first week back after half term has been okay! The weather has taken a turn and 

is back to our traditional English weather! As you can see in the newsletter there are a few 

more messages then normal - over the past two weeks there has been interviews for the 

next Head Students and this week they have included their own introductions. This means 

that the upcoming weeks of the newsletter will be created by Niamh and Rob and therefore 

this is my final message. I want to say a massive thank you to each and every student who 

has supported Student Voice over the past year and I hope you continue to do so in the up-

coming years. A massive thank you to all prefects, from year 7 to year 13, the work you have 

done in this past year has been incredible. Your contributions have changed students school 

experiences for the better and we have a built an amazing sense of community within 

school.  Although we are in unprecedented circumstances we will still ensure that the work 

of the prefects from this year is noticed and celebrated. It has been an absolute privilege to 

be Head Girl and I have thoroughly enjoyed every minute! And lastly, a huge congratulations 

to Niamh and Rob! I wish you all the best for the next year alongside your leadership team! 

Enjoy your final term and take care! 

Martha  

Message from Toby:  

Hello everyone!  

I hope you are all doing well. This will be the last weekly update from Martha and I, as the 

time has come for us to hand over our roles to the next Head Boy and Head Girl and this is 

therefore my final message as Head Boy. Rob F and Niamh L (year 12) have been appointed 

as JPSA’s new Head Students after a very competitive application process. A huge congratu-

lations to them both! They are both absolutely brilliant and I know if they receive the same 

awesome respect, enthusiasm and support from the JPSA community that I was privileged to 

receive over my time as Head Boy, then they will truly do a great job in continuing our work 

to make John Port the happiest, safest and most welcoming community it can be. I will be 

keenly watching our school as it moves forward to new heights over the years to come. I’ll 

never be far away either as I’m hoping to stay local in future, so if anyone ever needs any-

thing at all, even if its in many years time, I will always be here for you! A huge thankyou to 

everybody– staff, prefects, students and everyone else that has made my time as Head Boy 

one of the most rewarding, fun and enjoyable things I have ever done. I can easily say that 

John Port is now a place much closer to how the anxious and shy little year 7 me would have 

wished it to be; a place that little me could be happy being himself without having to worry 

about not being accepted for who he is and a place he would never feel alone- this is only 

the case thanks to the hard work, kindness and altruism of you all. Long may this continue! 

My warmest wishes,  

Toby :) 
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Message from Rob: 

Hi everyone, 

As someone who’s lived in Etwall all his life and been at this school 6 years now, it is with pride 

that I introduce myself as your new Head Boy. I look forward to an opportunity to hopefully have 

a positive impact on the school and the wider community also. While Niamh and I are faced with 

a strange set of circumstances amidst a global pandemic, I have full confidence that we’ll be able 

to make the best of the hand we’ve been dealt, hopefully improving a lot of the things that peo-

ple currently have an issue within school, from small things like seemingly eternally broken taps 

to much larger worries like mental health issues in teens. I am all about getting opinions from 

others as to how best to move forward, so feel free to come to me with any issues you have 

throughout this year, which should be a year full of improvement and one in which we have a 

school running as smoothly as possible given the circumstance. I hope you and your friends/

family are all well at this time, stay safe! 

Rob 

Message from Niamh: 

Hi everyone,  

I hope you and your families are all well! My name is Niamh and I feel extremely privileged to be 

your Head Girl for the next year. I have been at John Port since 2014 when I came here from Sil-

verhill Primary School as a nervous year 7. Over the past 6 years this school has taught and given 

me so much, not only providing me with an outstanding education but with life skills that have 

shaped me as a person. I’m so excited to begin giving back to our school and all of you! This year 

Toby and Martha along with the rest of their team have done an incredible job in fundraising and 

transforming student voice. Together, Rob and I along with our team aim to build upon their in-

credible legacy by expanding and strengthening student voice while spreading our voice further 

in school and into the wider community. We want to ensure everyone gets heard and our school 

is the best it can be. In the current uncertain and scary times student voice is more important 

now than ever and I’m honoured that myself and Rob get to lead this. Together we will overcome 

this and as Dr Jill Murray once said, ‘the comeback is always stronger than the setback’. I cannot 

wait to see you all and start our work together. Stay safe and keep smiling!  

Niamh  

This weeks activity: 

As we (Toby and Martha) move on from our roles we would love to read about your 

favourite memories from our year as Head Students. So for this week’s activity we 

would like you to send us an email to 

StudentVoice@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk  

sharing with us your favourite memories as a member of the JPSA community across the last 12 months. They 

don’t necessarily have to be about student voice; they can be about anything at all! We’ve done so much together 

as a community, having loads of fun along the way and we both have many wonderful memories to take forward 

with us. Rob and Niamh will see your emails too so they will know what you have all enjoyed over the last 12 

months, giving them a good idea of what they should organise again during their time as Head Students.  

We both really look forward to reading your emails :) 



Date: 5/6/20 

 

Carers week:  

Next week (8th-14th June) is national carers week with the theme this year being  

‘making carers visible’. If you remember back to January, the year 9 prefect team ran an 

awareness and fundraising week for young carers consisting of assemblies and a fantastic 

hot chocolate and cake event, so hopefully you’ve all got a good idea around what a car-

er is, in particular a young carer and what they do. Here's a weblink to more information-  

https://carers.org/about-caring/about-young-carers  

It is estimated there is around 700,000 young carers across the UK, some of which attend John Port, therefore it’s a 

topic that is very relevant and important. The pandemic has been hard for us all but young carers in particular have 

faced an especially tough time during lockdown having to care for family members with even less support than 

usual and also less opportunities to escape from their care role and have some down time to relax and focus on 

themselves. Please remember you are never alone though, and there is support available out there. Here's a link to 

the young minds website which contains useful information around help and support- 

https://youngminds.org.uk/find-help/looking-after-yourself/young-carers/   

If you know someone that is a young carer, be sure to reach out to them and check in to see how they are doing 

and ask if you can help them out at all.  

Here's a link to a carers week website page where there are lots of resources and activity ideas to raise awareness 

and ideas around what we can all do to ‘make carers visible’- 

https://www.carersweek.org/get-involved/downloads  

Be sure to email in any photos and stories you have of things you have done to raise awareness next week. We are 

sure Rob and Niamh would love to include them in future updates- 

StudentVoice@johnport.derbyshire.sch.uk 

Message from Charlotte, our Diversity Captain: 

Hi All, 

I hope you are all keeping safe and well. I just wanted to mention our incredible NHS and all key workers 

that represent a range of diverse groups and as a nation we are incredibly lucky to have such wonderful 

people. 

This year has been a huge success for our LGBTQ+ Support group, I have thoroughly enjoyed setting up sessions for all ages 

each week. It has been amazing to see Staff popping in during lunchtimes and students have loved seeing them attend – we 

are super grateful and hope to see lots more in the future. We have looked at a range of topics including LGBTQ+ History 

Month back In February, Coming out, self-expression and Acceptance. Students seemed to be very engaged and it is so nice to 

see groups of peers supporting each other. I also wanted to take this opportunity to thank Mrs Brooks for letting us use your 

classroom each week. For both current and new students we want to stress the importance that all are welcome, anytime. 

June highlights pride month which is usually a time of celebration for equality globally and parades take place through our 

streets however due to the current situation this of course can not go ahead. Instead, pride celebrations are going ahead virtu-

ally and celebrations are taking place within peoples homes. Just Like Us is a charity that I have had contact with over the past 

year and they make exceptional resources for young people. I would recommend staff, students and parents take a look for 

information and advice during this time if necessary. School Diversity week is running from the 22nd-26th of June and I will 

remotely be sending resources to students through school emails and they can take part at their own discretion. 

John Port will continue to remain an inclusive and diverse school, one of which I have been very proud to attend. As Diversity 

Captain, I have thoroughly enjoyed my time spent with such positive young people who make a difference to society and I 

hope the success of the group carries on for years to come. 

Charlotte  
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Positive news story of the week: 

Farms of the future: the Paris rooftops at the heart of an urban revolution- 

The world's largest urban farm is opening in the French capital and will soon produce around 1,000kg of organic 

produce every day. Based on the top floor of a municipal swimming pool in the busy Marais district, this thriving 

city farm is at the heart of an urban food revolution in the French capital. The farm’s vertical system is closed- loop, 

doesn’t waste any water and doesn’t use pesticides. In season, it will produce some 20-30,000 portions of fruit, 

salad and vegetables. “We don’t throw anything away,” says Pascal Hardy, an agronomist, who only entered the 

world of urban farming in 2015 by growing vegetables on the roof of his Parisian apartment. “My principle motiva-

tion has always been environmental. Our farms are great for biodiversity and efficiency, and they have a very low 

carbon footprint.” Could this be the blueprint for the future of farming in a world where we need to feed an in-

creasing population whilst reducing CO2 emissions. Read more about it here- 

https://www.positive.news/environment/agriculture/farms-of-the-future-the-paris-rooftops-at-the-heart-of-an-

urban-revolution/  

 

 

 

Positive quote of the week: 

“What we do for ourselves dies with us. What we do for others and the world remains 

and is immortal”- Albert Pine 

Your Head Students for 2019-2020, signing off 


