
Year 9 English  Of Mice & Men Knowledge Organiser 

Key Context Key Themes and Context Key Quotations Key Characters 

John Steinbeck was born in 

Salinas, California in 1902. 

Although his family was wealthy, 

he was interested in the lives of 

the farm labourers and spent time 

working with them. He used his 

experiences as material for his 

writing.  

On October 29 1929, millions 

of dollars were wiped out in the 

Wall Street Crash. It led to the 

People losing their life savings and 

a third of America's population 

became unemployed.  

A series of droughts in 

southern mid-western states like 

Kansas, Oklahoma and Texas led to 

failed harvests and dried-up land. 

Farmers were forced to move off 

their land: they could not repay 

the bank-loans which had helped 

buy the farms and had to sell what 

they owned to pay their debts.  

Racism/sexism were common, 

especially in Southern states due 

to economic climate, & history of 

slavery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Steinbeck encourages us to 

empathise with the plight of migrant 

workers during the Great Depression.  

2. The American Dream is shown to 

be impossible: reality defeats 

idealism.  

3. The novella explores the human 

need for companionship and the 

tragedy of loneliness.  

4. Steinbeck reveals the predatory 

nature of mankind: the powerless are 

targeted by the powerful.  

5. Steinbeck explores the tension 

between the inevitability of fate and 

the fragility of human dreams.  

6. Steinbeck explores the contrasts of 

Nature Vs Man. 

 

• George – C1: “Guys like us…that work on 

ranches, are the loneliest guys in the 

world. They got no family. They don’t 

belong no place…” 

•   Lennie – C1: “Slowly, like a terrier who 

doesn’t want to bring a ball to its master, 

Lennie approached, drew back, 

approached again.” 

• Slim – C2: “Aint many guys travel around 

together, he mused. I don’t know why. 

Maybe ever’body in the whole damn world 

is scared of each other.” 

• Candy – C3: “I ought to of shot that dog 

myself, George. I shouldn’t of ought to let 

no stranger shoot my dog.” 

• George – C3: “We wouldn’t ask nobody if 

we could. Jus’ say, ‘We’ll go to her,’ an’ we 

would”. 

• Crooks – C4: “Ever’body wants a little piece 

of lan’. I read plenty of books out here. 

Nobody never gets to heaven, and nobody 

gets no land.” 

• Crooks – C4: “A guy needs somebody to be 

near him. He whined, a guy goes nuts if he 

aint got nobody”. 

• Curley’s wife – C5: And the meanness and 

the plannings and the discontent and the 

ache fo attention were all gone from her 

face. She was very pretty and simple, and 

her face was sweet and young.” 

• Chapter 6 – A silent head and beak lanced 

down and plucked it out by the head, and 

the beak swallowed the little snake while 

its tail waved frantically. 

George frustrated, 

devoted, a 

dreamer 

Lennie childlike, 

unassuming, 

physically 

powerful 

Crooks cynical, proud, 

isolated 

Candy unloved, an 

outcast, aging 

Curley’s 

Wife 

a seductive 

temptress, 

objectified, 

lonely, 

nameless 

Curley insecure, 

unmerciful, 

jealous 

Slim compassionate, 

wise, respected 



Linking Themes and Context Key Vocabulary Definition Example 

 

Steinbeck encourages us to 

empathise with the plight of migrant 

workers during the Great Depression.  

The American Dream is shown to 

be impossible: reality defeats 

idealism.  

The novella explores the human 

need for companionship and the 

tragedy of loneliness.  

Steinbeck reveals the predatory 

nature of mankind: the powerless are 

targeted by the powerful.  

Steinbeck explores the tension 

between the inevitability of fate and 

the fragility of human dreams.  

Steinbeck explores the contrasts 

of Nature Vs Man.  

The novella is an indictment of the 

way society treats the dispossessed.  

 

Isolation The process or fact of isolating or being isolated. (Being alone / 

apart from others. 

Curley’s wife felt a sense of isolation 

as her husband did not like her 

talking to others on the ranch. 

Loneliness Sadness because one has no friends or company. Curley’s wife feels a sense of 

loneliness as she is not allowed to 

have friends and has no female 

company on the ranch. 

Racism Prejudice, discrimination, or antagonism directed against 

someone based on the belief that one’s own race is superior. 

Crooks was subjected to racism. He 

believed that people didn’t listen to 

him as he was “just a nigger talkin’.” 

Segregation The action or state of setting someone or something apart 

from others. 

Crooks feels separated from the 

other workers. “I ain’t wanted in the 

bunkhouse, and you ain’t wanted in 

my room.” 

Migrant A person who moves from one place to another in order to 

find work or better living conditions. 

George and Lennie are migrant 

workers. They move from place to 

place to find work. Usually, migrants 

would travel alone. 

Cyclical Occurring in cycles; recurrent. The structure of OMAM is cyclical. 

There is a sense of things happening 

in an order then repeated giving the 

impression that things are 

inevitable. 

Hierarchy A system in which members of an organisation or society are 

ranked according to relative status or authority. 

Curley’s father is at the top of the 

hierarchy as he is the boss of the 

ranch. 

American Dream The ideal by which equality of opportunity is available to any 

American, allowing the highest aspirations and goals to be 

achieved. 

George and Lennie’s dream of 

owning a farm and living off the 

"fatta the lan" symbolizes this 

dream. 

The Great Depression A long and severe recession in an economy or market. In October 1929, millions of dollars 

were wiped out in the Wall Street 

Crash. This led to the Great 

Depression, which crippled the 

country between 1930 and 1936. 

The Dust Bowl An area of land where vegetation has been lost and soil 

reduced to dust and eroded, especially because of drought or 

unsuitable farming practice. 

The dustbowl was a key reason why 

workers had to move so regularly 

due to land being dry and them not 

being able to farm there. 

Terminology Metaphor Symbolism Simile 

Foreshadowing Semantic Field Repetition 

Animal Imagery Protagonist Omniscient Narrator 

 


