
  

                Academic Achievement: Rating Descriptors 

                Subject: Music  

                Year: 7  

  In general, based on progress shown so far, we expect that by the end of this academic year your child will….  

  ...know...  ...be able to...  

1  

Above the 
expected 
standard  

Knowledge Organiser terms: Articulation: Staccato, legato, accent, 
plucked, strummed. Dynamics: Italian terms. Harmony: chords, blue note, 
drone, 12 bar blues. Instruments: A wide range of jazz, pop and samba 
instruments. Melodic & compositional devices: ostinato, riff, 
improvisation, call and response, walking bass, lyrics. Melody: Scalic, leap, 
intervals, blues & pentatonic scale. Notation: semibreve to semiquavers; 
notes on the treble clef stave, bar and double bar lines; common time 
signatures. Rhythm: syncopation, metre, polyrhythm, swing, cyclic. 
Structure: Verse, chorus, intro, bridge, middle eight. Tempo: Italian terms. 
Texture: Solo, polyrhythmic, unison, melody and accompaniment, bass 
line. Voices: soprano, alto, tenor, bass, a cappella, choir.   

Perform/sing: short melodic phrases with a sense of shape; simple 

chord sequences; simple, repeated rhythms/with the use of hi-hat; 

single-finger bass and melody on the keyboard; a part in a group with 

some fluency and accuracy.  

 

Compose: melodic phrases with a sense of shape and rhythm; an 
accompaniment with a sense of key and use of layers; using dynamics 
and a variety of rhythms for an intended effect; notating ideas using 
treble clef and rhythmic notation.   
 
Appraise/describe/identify: musical elements and instruments; some 
common musical features with some accuracy; musical features and 
their basic effects on the listener. Make some judgements on their 
work and other people’s work.  

2  

Meeting 

the 

expected 

standard  

Knowledge Organiser terms: Articulation: Staccato, legato, plucked, 

strummed. Dynamics: including Italian terms. Harmony: Chord, drone, 12 

bar blues. Instruments: A range of jazz, pop and samba instruments. 

Melodic & compositional devices: ostinato, improvisation, call and 

response, walking bass, lyrics. Melody: Stepwise, leap, intervals, blues & 

pentatonic scales. Notation: Semibreve to quaver; notes on the treble clef 

stave, bar and double bar lines; 2/4- and 4/4-time signature.  
Rhythm: Off-beat, pulse, rest, polyrhythm, swing, four to the floor. 
Structure: Verse, chorus, intro, bridge. Tempo: Fast, slow, some Italian 
terms. Texture: Solo, polyrhythmic, unison, bass line. Voices: soprano, alto, 
tenor, bass, a cappella, lead singer, backing vocals, choir.   

Perform/sing: short melodic phrases with a sense of shape; simple, 
repeated rhythms/with the use of hi-hat; very simple chord 
sequences; one line of music on the keyboard with RH only; be able to 
re-join a group performance if mistakes are made.  
 
Compose: melodic phrases with a sense of shape; an accompaniment 
using a repeating bass line or chords; using dynamics, simple rhythms 
and maintain a sense of time signature; using basic musical symbols 
to notate simple ideas.  
 
Appraise/describe/identify: some musical elements and common 
instruments; some simple music features when responding to music; 
the mood of a piece. Make some judgements on their own work and 
other people’s work.  

3 

Working 

towards 

the 

expected 

standard 

Knowledge Organiser terms: Articulation: detached, smooth, strummed. 

Dynamics: loud, quiet. Harmony: chord, drone, 12 bar blues. Instruments: 

Some jazz, pop and samba instruments. Melodic & compositional devices: 

repetition, ostinato, call and response, lyrics. Melody: step, leap, 

pentatonic scale. Notation: Semibreve to quaver. Pitch names, stave, 

treble clef, bar and double bar lines. 2/4, 4/4 time signature. Rhythm: Off-

beat, pulse, rest, four to the floor. Structure:  
Verse, chorus, intro. Tempo: Fast, slow. Texture: Solo, thick, thin.  
Voices: male, female, lead singer, backing vocals, choir.  

Perform/sing: short melodic phrases; one line of music on the 

keyboard with 2 hands; simple, repeated rhythms; a part in a group 

with support.  
 
Compose: melodic phrases with a sense of shape; a simple 
accompaniment like a bass line or block chord; using simple rhythms 
maintaining a sense of time signature; graphically notate simple ideas 
with accuracy.  
 
Appraise/describe/identify: some of the elements of music; some 
simple musical devices; the mood of a musical piece; Using WWW and 
EBI.  

4  

Below the 
expected 
standard  

Knowledge Organiser terms: Articulation: detached, smooth.  
Dynamics: loud, quiet. Harmony: chord, drone. Instruments: Some jazz, 

pop and samba instruments. Melodic & compositional devices:  
Repetition, ostinato, call and response, lyrics. Melody: Step, leap. 
Notation: crotchet, quaver, pitch names. Rhythm: pulse, rest, four to the 
floor. Structure: verse, chorus. Tempo: Fast, slow. Texture: thick, thin. 
Voices: male, female, lead singer, backing vocals, choir.    

Perform/sing: short melodic phrases; very simple pieces with 

reasonable accuracy; simple, repeated rhythms; their own simple part 

in a group with support.  

 
Compose: a simple melodic phrase; an accompaniment using drone 
or ostinato; using simple rhythms; graphically notate simple ideas.  
 
Appraise/describe/identify: simple musical terms and elements of 
music; the mood of a musical piece; using WWW and EBI with 
guidance.  

  

  


